Ben Johnson as a Playwrights and
Four Humors

Complete Course on English - Unit |

Ankit Kumar Sahu Rajveer + Lesson 15 « May 23, 2021




AKSRajveer
WELCOMES YOU

Join UGC NET/JRF English By AKSRajveer + Paper 1 Classes @Unacademy



M. A. - University Of Allahabad
B. Ed. — MIJPR University Bareilly
YouTube- Literature Lovers

Short Story Writer & Story Teller
Qualified Exam- 3 Times UGC NET
2 Times SSC JHT

TET

CTET
Super TET

Ir"n rrﬂ

| i

mn

-



-
=
Q
N~
48]
(&
(48]
s
®
¥y
Q
v
v
L
O
—
| -
Q
Q.
s
-
+
-
D
Q
r 4
(48]
o
Vv
.
<L
-
(a8
e
R4
%)
-
(N
.
oc
w—
iy
T
(N
=
-
O
-
E=
O
—




Ben Jonson on UGC NET EXAM

Thomas Kyd, Marlowe, Thomas Nashe, Ben Jonson

Ben Jonson was not a member of the group, ‘The University Wits’

In An Essay of Dramatic Poesy whom does John Dryden refer to as “the most learned and
judicious Writer which any Theater ever had” ?

To the Memory of my Beloved, the Author Mr. William Shakespeare : And What He Hath
Left Us” is an ode composed by Ben Jonson . | -

Pleasure Reconciled to Virtue was a masque wrltten by Ben Jonson staged on Twelfth
Night and it was the first masque in which Prince Charles took part.

Horace — Ars Poetica Aristotle — Poetics Quintillian — Institutio Oratoria Ben Jonson —
Discoveries Sidney — An Apology for Poetry Dryden — An Essay of Dramatic Poesy
Bartholomew Fair by Ben Jonson ends with the performamce of a puppet play in imitation
of Marlowe’s Hero and Leander

) Every Man in His Humour The Shoemaker’s Holiday Antonio’s Revenge The Changeling
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Ben Jonson on UGC NET EXAM

Character Play

|. Everyman in His Humour A. Knowles
Il. Volpone B. Morose
Ill. Epicoene C. Subtle

IV. The Alchemist )
In Ben Jonson’s Volpone, the animal ima T aV¥a) s

(a) the fox and the vulture “ﬂ‘iﬁse C “

(b) the fly, the crow and the raven

In the very opening scene of Volpone, the protagonist says, “Open the shrine, that | may
see my Saint,” By the word ‘Saint’, Volpone is referring to Gold

Volpone, The Alchemist, Epicoene

Jonson’s poem, "To the Memory of My Beloved the Author, Mr. William Shakespeare and
What He Hath Left Us",

s .

e
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

< His Father died a month before his son's birth. Jonson's mother married a master &=

PR
“*bricklayer two years later. H
** He Attainded St Martin's Lane, Westminster School and University of Cambridgg, W

£
N
I'.

“*Benjamin Jonson was an English playwright and poet, * ga:f _-“:'_;igf'?x
“*He was a classicist, a moralist, and a reformer of drama. b N

“*In 1616 he received a yearly pension about £60 as England's first Poet Laureate. gbf“' _
*He mentained ‘unities’ of time, place and aE in_hi8 pl :
“*He served as a soldier in Flanders ( Netherla gdiv
protagonist “Hieronimo” (Geronimo) in the play The Spa
with “Law Countries” in 1597.

“*The identity of Jonson's wife has always been obscure, yet she sometimes is identified as "Ann Lewis",
“*Imprisoned 3times for “The Isle of Dogs” (1597), He killed a fellow actor Gabriel Spenser in duel, his
work with John Marston and George Chapman on Eastward Ho a 1605 play whose anti-Scottish
sentiment briefly landed both Jonson and Chapman in jail. He quarreled with Inigo Jones, his stage

designer and also quarreled with Marston and Dekker in ‘War of the Theatres'.
“*Every Man in His Humour made him a celebrity.
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

**Sons of Ben or the "Tribe of Ben" - those younger poets such as Robert Herrick, Richard Lovelace,
and Sir John Suckling who took their bearing in verse from Jonson.
**Arnold wrote a poem for him entitled “An Ode to Ben Jonson”. It starts with—

“Ah Ben! Say how or when shall we thy guests meet at those lyric feasts made at the Sun, the dog,
the triple tun?”

**The English Poets: Ben Jonson to Dryden by Arnold
“*Alexander Pope said “He brought critical learfiing |

g int g eu
ejyee\l&ins of humours— True Humour and

“¢+Jonson in his Every Man out of His Humour (15¢
Adopted Humour.
**Dryden called the later plays of Jonson as “Dotages” because they were not well received.
“*Shakespeare was the Homer, or father of our dramatic poets; Jonson was the Virgil, the pattern of
elaborate writing: | admire him, but | love Shakespeare.” — An Essay of Dramatic Poesy.

*T.S. Elliot on Ben Jonson: “Jonson failed as a tragic dramatist.”

- Sejanus and Catiline, that largely failed to impress Renaissance audiences

**Epitaph on his tomb Westminster Abbey with epitaph “O rare Ben Jonson”.

“»*Eastward Hoe and The Devil Is an Ass are for the most part city comedy,
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*The Isle of Dogs, comedy (1597, with Thomas Nashe; lost)

*Every Man in His Humour, comedy (performed 1598; Pub 1601)
*Every Man out of His Humour, comedy ( performed 1599; Pub 1600)
*Cynthia’s Revels (performed 1600; Pub 1601)

*The Poetaster, comedy (performed 1601; Pub 1602)

*Sejanus His Fall, tragedy (performed 1603; Pub 1605)

*Eastward Ho, comedy (1605), a collaboration with John Marston and George Chapman
*Volpone, comedy (1605-06; Pub 1607)

*Epicoene, or the Silent Woman, comedy (performed 1609; Pub 1616)
*The Alchemist, comedy (performed 1610; Pub 1612)

*Catiline His Conspiracy, tragedy (performed and Pub 1611)
*Bartholomew Fair, comedy (performed 1614; Pub 1631)

*The Devil is an Ass, comedy (performed 1616; Pub 1631)

*A Tale of a Tub, comedy (performed 1633; Pub 1640)

*The Sad Shepherd, pastoral (c. 1637, Pub 1641), unfinished
*Mortimer His Fall, history (Pub 1641), a fragment
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

Important Works of Ben Jonson

1. Every Man in His Humour (1598)

2. Every Man out of His Humour (1599)
3. Cynthia Revels (1600)

4. The Poetaster (1601)

5. A Full of Vivacity and Fun

6. Volpone: The Fox (1605)

7. Epicene or The Silent Woman (1609)
8. The Alchemist (1610)

9. Bartholomew Fair

b 17. The Poetaster

10. Less Powerful

11. The Devil is an Ass

12. The Staple of Knews

13. The Tale of a Tub

14. Catiline His Conspiracy — Tragedy

15. Sejanus His Fall — Tragedy

16. Eastward Ho (along with Marston and
Chapman)

18. Song to Celia
19. The Magnetic Lad

The Poetaster (1601)- It is widely accepted among scholars and critics that the
character of Horace in Poetaster represents Jonson himself, while Crispinus, who
vomits up a pretentious and bombastic vocabulary, is Marston, and Demetrius

Fannius is Dekker.
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Major Work by Ben Jonson

Volpone; The Silent Woman; The Alchemist; and
Bartholomew Fair. Two other important comedies of
his, which illustrate his theory of ‘humour’ are—
Every Man in His Humour and Every Man Out of
Humour. The Alchemist, which is the most perfect in
structure, is also the most brilliant realistic
Elizabethan comedy. Volpone is a satirical stu::R‘ a
avarice on the heroic scale. Bartholomew

Fair presents a true picture of Elizabethan ‘low

life’. The Silent Woman, which is written in a lighter
mood, approaches the comedy of manners. Ben
Jonson wrote two tragic plays. Sejanus and

Cataline on the classical model, but they were not
successful
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Comedy of humours, a dramatic genre most closely associated with the English playwright Ben Jonson
from the late 16th century. The term derives from the Latin humor (more properly umor), meaning
“liquid,” and its use in the medieval and Renaissance medical theory that the human body held a

balance of four liquids, or humours: a person had a healthy mind and body when their humours were
balanced.

Phlegm makes one excessively calm and docile.

Choler or Yellow bile makes one highly ill -temper
Black Bile or Melancholy makes one excessw hi:? r

Blood was associated with a sanguine dlsp05|t0 suc eing overly optimistic and very social.

Ed E

In Jonson’s Every Man in His Humour (acted 1598), which made this type of play popular, all
the words and acts of Kitely are controlled by an overpowering suspicion that his wife is
unfaithful;

Join UGC NET/JRF English By AKSRajveer + Paper 1 Classes @Unacademy



The comedy of humours

The comedy of humours focuses on a character or range of characters, each of whom exhibits two or
more overriding traits or "Thumours' that dominates their personality, desires and conduct.

This comic technique may be found in Aristophanes, but the English playwrights Ben
Jonson and George Chapman popularized the genre in the closing years of the sixteenth century. In
the later half of the seventeenth century, it vﬁombined with the comedy of manners in Restoration

comedy. a J Ve e r

The four 'humours or temperaments (Clockwise from top

right; choleric; melancholic; sanguine; phlegmatic).

In Jonson’s Every Man in His Humour (acted 1598), which made this type of play popular, all the words
and acts of Kitely are controlled by an overpowering suspicion that his wife is unfaithful, George
Downright, a country squire, must be "frank" above all things; the country gull in town determines his
every decision by his desire to "catch on" to the manners of the city gallant.
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The comedy of humours

In his Introduction to Every Man out of His Humour (1599) Jonson explains his character-formula thus:
Some one peculiar quality

Doth so possess a man, that it doth draw

All his affects, his spirits, and his powers,

In their confluctions, all to run one way. u

The comedy of humours owes something to Rwacej:v,lw but more to a desire to imitate
the classical comedy of Plautus and Terence and to combat the vogue of romantic comedy, as
developed by William Shakespeare. The satiric purpose of the comedy of humours and its realistic
method lead to more serious character studies with Jonson’s The Alchemist. The humours each had

been associated with physical and mental characteristics; the result was a system that was quite
subtle in its capacity for describing types of personality.
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Volpone 1605-06

city comedy and beast fable. A merciless satire of greed and lust,

Characters g g M
“*Volpone (the Sly Fox) — a greedy and rich, childless Venetian magnifico f:";"* “ &{ k_; ,ai-a
“#*Mosca (the Fly) — his servant &f\ | LN ‘ * “

“*Voltore (the Vulture) — a lawyer J
«»*Corbaccio (the Raven) — an avaricious OIRI' re

“*Bonario — Corbaccio's son a J Ve e r VOLPONE
e iy e EN JONSO
***Sir Politic Would-Be - ridiculous Englishman BEN ]ONSON

**Lady Would-Be (the parrot) — English lady and wife of Sir Politic-Would-Be
“*Peregrine — another, more sophisticated, English traveller
**Nano — a dwarf, companion of Volpone
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Ben Jonson

“Humours comedy" performed by the Lord Chamberlain's Men in
1598 at the Curtain Theatre Shakespeare played the part of Kno'well,
the aged father. This is consistent with Shakespeare's habit of playing
older characters, such as Adam in As You Like It.

“O rare Ben Jonson!” Epitaph.

EPICENE OR THE SILENT WOMAN (1609) Wgn entirely in prose

THE ALCHEMIST (1610) Blank verse a J \{ e e
irely in prose

BARTHOLOMEW FAYRE (1614) His best wor
CATILINE HIS CONSPIRACY (1611) A Roman tragedy

SEJANUS HIS FALL (1603) A Roman tragedy

EVERY MAN IN

HIS HUMOUR

BEN JONSON
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Every Man in His Humour 1598

“*Kitely Dame

< Kitely Kno'well 1Y, -
**Captain Bobadil R aJ veel
“*Roger Formal
“*Mr. Stephen
“*Mr. Matthew
**Brain-worm
“*Mrs. Bridget
“*Just. Clement
“*Cob

. “ i i : \ & - 3 4#" [

e EVERY MAN
s IN HIS

“*Well-bred e : =
& Cash CHARLES DICKENS Dickens in the

role of Captain Bobadil

“*Down-right BEN ONSON
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Ben Johnson on UGC NET EXAM

Thomas Kyd, Marlowe, Thomas Nashe, Ben Jonson

Ben Johnson was not a member of the group, ‘The University Wits’

In An Essay of Dramatic Poesy whom does John Dryden refer to as “the most learned and
judicious Writer which any Theater ever had” ?

To the Memory of my Beloved, the Author Mr. William Shakespeare : And What He Hath
Left Us” is an ode composed by Ben Jonson |

Pleasure Reconciled to Virtue was a masque Written by Ben Jonson, staged on Twelfth
Night and it was the first masque in which Prince Charles took part.

Horace — Ars Poetica Aristotle — Poetics Quintillian — Institutio Oratoria Ben Jonson —
Discoveries Sidney — An Apology for Poetry Dryden — An Essay of Dramatic Poesy
Bartholomew Fair by Ben Jonson ends with the performamce of a puppet play in imitation
of Marlowe’s Hero and Leander

) Every Man in His Humour The Shoemaker’s Holiday Antonio’s Revenge The Changeling
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Ben Johnson on UGC NET EXAM

Character Play

|. Everyman in His Humour A. Knowles
Il. Volpone B. Morose
Ill. Epicoene C. Subtle

IV. The Alchemist X

In Ben Jonson’s Volpone, the animal imagery incl dﬁ?’m er

(a) the fox and the vulture N U[ﬂj V S

(b) the fly, the crow and the raven

In the very opening scene of Volpone, the protagonist says, “Open the shrine, that | may
see my Saint,” By the word ‘Saint’, Volpone is referring to Gold

Volpone, The Alchemist, Epicoene

Johnson’s poem, "To the Memory of My Beloved the Author, Mr. William Shakespeare and

What He Hath Left Us"
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

< His Father died a month before his son's birth. Jonson's mother married a master &=

PR
“*bricklayer two years later. H
** He Attainded St Martin's Lane, Westminster School and University of Cambridgg, W

£
N
I'.

“*Benjamin Jonson was an English playwright and poet, * ga:f _-“:'_;igf'?x
“*He was a classicist, a moralist, and a reformer of drama. b N

“*In 1616 he received a yearly pension about £60 as England's first Poet Laureate. gbf“' _
*He mentained ‘unities’ of time, place and aE in_hi8 pl :
“*He served as a soldier in Flanders ( Netherla gdiv
protagonist “Hieronimo” (Geronimo) in the play The Spa
with “Law Countries” in 1597.

“*The identity of Jonson's wife has always been obscure, yet she sometimes is identified as "Ann Lewis",
“*Imprisoned 3times for “The Isle of Dogs” (1597), He killed a fellow actor Gabriel Spenser in duel, his
work with John Marston and George Chapman on Eastward Ho a 1605 play whose anti-Scottish
sentiment briefly landed both Jonson and Chapman in jail. He quarreled with Inigo Jones, his stage

designer and also quarreled with Marston and Dekker in ‘War of the Theatres'.
“*Every Man in His Humour made him a celebrity.
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

**Sons of Ben or the "Tribe of Ben" - those younger poets such as Robert Herrick, Richard Lovelace,
and Sir John Suckling who took their bearing in verse from Jonson.
**Arnold wrote a poem for him entitled “An Ode to Ben Jonson”. It starts with—

“Ah Ben! Say how or when shall we thy guests meet at those lyric feasts made at the Sun, the dog,
the triple tun?”

**The English Poets: Ben Jonson to Dryden by Arnold
“*Alexander Pope said “He brought critical learfiing |

g int g eu
ejyee\l&ins of humours— True Humour and

“¢+Jonson in his Every Man out of His Humour (15¢
Adopted Humour.
**Dryden called the later plays of Jonson as “Dotages” because they were not well received.
“*Shakespeare was the Homer, or father of our dramatic poets; Jonson was the Virgil, the pattern of
elaborate writing: | admire him, but | love Shakespeare.” — An Essay of Dramatic Poesy.

*T.S. Elliot on Ben Jonson: “Jonson failed as a tragic dramatist.”

- Sejanus and Catiline, that largely failed to impress Renaissance audiences

**Epitaph on his tomb Westminster Abbey with epitaph “O rare Ben Jonson”.

“»*Eastward Hoe and The Devil Is an Ass are for the most part city comedy,
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*The Isle of Dogs, comedy (1597, with Thomas Nashe; lost)

*Every Man in His Humour, comedy (performed 1598; Pub 1601)
*Every Man out of His Humour, comedy ( performed 1599; Pub 1600)
*Cynthia’s Revels (performed 1600; Pub 1601)

*The Poetaster, comedy (performed 1601; Pub 1602)

*Sejanus His Fall, tragedy (performed 1603; Pub 1605)

*Eastward Ho, comedy (1605), a collaboration with John Marston and George Chapman
*Volpone, comedy (1605-06; Pub 1607)

*Epicoene, or the Silent Woman, comedy (performed 1609; Pub 1616)
*The Alchemist, comedy (performed 1610; Pub 1612)

*Catiline His Conspiracy, tragedy (performed and Pub 1611)
*Bartholomew Fair, comedy (performed 1614; Pub 1631)

*The Devil is an Ass, comedy (performed 1616; Pub 1631)

*A Tale of a Tub, comedy (performed 1633; Pub 1640)

*The Sad Shepherd, pastoral (c. 1637, Pub 1641), unfinished
*Mortimer His Fall, history (Pub 1641), a fragment
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Ben Jonson (1572-1637)

Important Works of Ben Jonson

1. Every Man in His Humour (1598)

2. Every Man out of His Humour (1599)
3. Cynthia Revels (1600)

4. The Poetaster (1601)

5. A Full of Vivacity and Fun

6. Volpone: The Fox (1605)

7. Epicene or The Silent Woman (1609)
8. The Alchemist (1610)

9. Bartholomew Fair

b 17. The Poetaster

10. Less Powerful

11. The Devil is an Ass

12. The Staple of Knews

13. The Tale of a Tub

14. Catiline His Conspiracy — Tragedy

15. Sejanus His Fall — Tragedy

16. Eastward Ho (along with Marston and
Chapman)

18. Song to Celia
19. The Magnetic Lad

The Poetaster (1601)- It is widely accepted among scholars and critics that the
character of Horace in Poetaster represents Jonson himself, while Crispinus, who
vomits up a pretentious and bombastic vocabulary, is Marston, and Demetrius

Fannius is Dekker.
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Major Work by Ben Jonson

Volpone; The Silent Woman; The Alchemist; and
Bartholomew Fair. Two other important comedies of
his, which illustrate his theory of ‘humour’ are—
Every Man in His Humour and Every Man Out of
Humour. The Alchemist, which is the most perfect in
structure, is also the most brilliant realistic
Elizabethan comedy. Volpone is a satirical stu::R‘ a
avarice on the heroic scale. Bartholomew

Fair presents a true picture of Elizabethan ‘low

life’. The Silent Woman, which is written in a lighter
mood, approaches the comedy of manners. Ben
Jonson wrote two tragic plays. Sejanus and

Cataline on the classical model, but they were not
successful
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Comedy of humours, a dramatic genre most closely associated with the English playwright Ben Jonson
from the late 16th century. The term derives from the Latin humor (more properly umor), meaning
“liquid,” and its use in the medieval and Renaissance medical theory that the human body held a

balance of four liquids, or humours: a person had a healthy mind and body when their humours were
balanced.

Phlegm makes one excessively calm and docile.

Choler or Yellow bile makes one highly ill -temper
Black Bile or Melancholy makes one excessw hi:? r

Blood was associated with a sanguine dlsp05|t0 suc eing overly optimistic and very social.

Ed E

In Jonson’s Every Man in His Humour (acted 1598), which made this type of play popular, all
the words and acts of Kitely are controlled by an overpowering suspicion that his wife is
unfaithful;
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The comedy of humours

The comedy of humours focuses on a character or range of characters, each of whom exhibits two or
more overriding traits or "Thumours' that dominates their personality, desires and conduct.

This comic technique may be found in Aristophanes, but the English playwrights Ben
Jonson and George Chapman popularized the genre in the closing years of the sixteenth century. In
the later half of the seventeenth century, it vﬁombined with the comedy of manners in Restoration

comedy. a J Ve e r

The four 'humours or temperaments (Clockwise from top

right; choleric; melancholic; sanguine; phlegmatic).

In Jonson’s Every Man in His Humour (acted 1598), which made this type of play popular, all the words
and acts of Kitely are controlled by an overpowering suspicion that his wife is unfaithful, George
Downright, a country squire, must be "frank" above all things; the country gull in town determines his
every decision by his desire to "catch on" to the manners of the city gallant.

Join UGC NET/JRF English By AKSRajveer + Paper 1 Classes @Unacademy



The comedy of humours

In his Introduction to Every Man out of His Humour (1599) Jonson explains his character-formula thus:
Some one peculiar quality

Doth so possess a man, that it doth draw

All his affects, his spirits, and his powers,

In their confluctions, all to run one way. u

The comedy of humours owes something to Rwacej:v,lw but more to a desire to imitate
the classical comedy of Plautus and Terence and to combat the vogue of romantic comedy, as
developed by William Shakespeare. The satiric purpose of the comedy of humours and its realistic
method lead to more serious character studies with Jonson’s The Alchemist. The humours each had

been associated with physical and mental characteristics; the result was a system that was quite
subtle in its capacity for describing types of personality.
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Volpone 1605-06

city comedy and beast fable. A merciless satire of greed and lust,

Characters g g M
“*Volpone (the Sly Fox) — a greedy and rich, childless Venetian magnifico f:";"* “ &{ k_; ,ai-a
“#*Mosca (the Fly) — his servant &f\ | LN ‘ * “

“*Voltore (the Vulture) — a lawyer J
«»*Corbaccio (the Raven) — an avaricious OIRI' re

“*Bonario — Corbaccio's son a J Ve e r VOLPONE
e iy e EN JONSO
***Sir Politic Would-Be - ridiculous Englishman BEN ]ONSON

**Lady Would-Be (the parrot) — English lady and wife of Sir Politic-Would-Be
“*Peregrine — another, more sophisticated, English traveller
**Nano — a dwarf, companion of Volpone
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Ben Jonson

“Humours comedy" performed by the Lord Chamberlain's Men in
1598 at the Curtain Theatre Shakespeare played the part of Kno'well,
the aged father. This is consistent with Shakespeare's habit of playing
older characters, such as Adam in As You Like It.

“O rare Ben Jonson!” Epitaph.

EPICENE OR THE SILENT WOMAN (1609) Wgn entirely in prose

THE ALCHEMIST (1610) Blank verse a J \{ e e
irely in prose

BARTHOLOMEW FAYRE (1614) His best wor
CATILINE HIS CONSPIRACY (1611) A Roman tragedy

SEJANUS HIS FALL (1603) A Roman tragedy

EVERY MAN IN

HIS HUMOUR

BEN JONSON
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Every Man in His Humour 1598

“*Kitely Dame

< Kitely Kno'well 1Y, -
**Captain Bobadil R aJ veel
“*Roger Formal
“*Mr. Stephen
“*Mr. Matthew
**Brain-worm
“*Mrs. Bridget
“*Just. Clement
“*Cob

. “ i i : \ & - 3 4#" [

e EVERY MAN
s IN HIS

“*Well-bred e : =
& Cash CHARLES DICKENS Dickens in the

role of Captain Bobadil

“*Down-right BEN ONSON
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