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Gross GST revenue growth
slowed to 10.2% in Sept.

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s gross
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) revenues slowed to a
Z27-month low of 10.2% in
September, from around
10.8% in the previous two
months. However, collec-
tions improved 2.3% over
August revenues to touch
1,62,712 crore.

Revenues from domes-
tic transactions, including
services imports, were 14%
higher than the tax collect-
ed from these sources dur-
ing September 2022. This
is the fourth time that the
gross GST kitty has crossed
the ¥1.60 lakh crore mark
in 2023-24, the Finance Mi-
nistry said.

GST inflows from goods
imports had recovered
from two months of con-
traction to grow 3% in Au-
gust, but shrank again in
September, albeit by a frac-
tion. While the Finance Mi-
nistry did not specify the
extent of decline in its

Revenue check

Goods and Services Tax collections rose to 21.63 lakh crore in
September 2023, 10.2% higher than September 2022
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statement, back-of-the-en-
velope calculations show
that GST revenues from
goods imports dropped
0.11% from last September.

The last time that GST
revenues grew at a slower
pace was in June 2021,
when collections rose a
mere 2% amid the second
wave of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The revenues in
that month were based on
domestic transactions bet-
ween June 5 and July 5,
since taxpayers were given
various reliel measures in
the form of waivers and re-
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duction in interest on de-
layed flings for firms with
an aggregate turnover up
to ¥5 crore.

Last month’s GST reve-
nues, based on transac-
tions carried out in August,
included Central GST
(CGST) collections of
29,818 crore, State GST
(SGST) of ¥37,657 crore,
and Integrated GST (IGST)
of 83,623 crore, which in-
Ccluded 41,145 crore col
lected on goods imports.,
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Gross GST revenue
growth slowed to 10.2%

GST compensation cess inflows were ¥1613
crore, including 881 crore collected on the im-
port of goods.

“The povernment has settled 33,736 crore to
CGST and 127,578 crore to SGST from IGST. The
total revenue of Centre and the States in the
month of September, 2023 after regular settle-
ment is 63,555 crore for CGST and 165,235 crore
for the SGST,” the Finance Ministry said.

Manipur highest, Bihar sees contraction
Revenues in strife-torn Manipur, which recovered
from a contraction in August, recorded the high-
est growth among States in September, rising
47%. GST revenues in Telangana grew 33%, fol-
lowed by Jammu and Kashmir (32%), Arunachal
Pradesh (27%), Tamil Nadu (2r%), and Karnataka
(20%).

As many as 17 States recorded revenue growth
below the national average of 4%, while 12 States
reported 4% or higher growth. States seeing a
slower uptick included Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala, Harvana, Odisha, and Jharkhand, with
Delhi, Meghalaya, and Assam recording the weak-
est growth of 2%, followed by West Bengal (3%).

Bihar was the only State to report an actual
contraction in GST collections in September, with
revenues down 5%. The Union Territories of

and Andaman and Nicobar lslands
also clocked a sharp decline in revenues, which
fiell 45% and 30% year-on-year, respectively. By
contrast, revenues shot up 81% in the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh,

pending dues
A part of the rise in September’s revenues could
have been spurred by businesses settling pending
tax dues since the start of the GST regime in 2017-
I8, tax experts reckoned.

“With normal period of limitation for the finan-
cial year 2017-18 ending on September 30, some of
this increased collection could be linked to busi-
nesses having settled issues with payment of taxes
for the said period,” said Abhishek Jain, indirect
tax head and partner at KPMG, Revenues from the
indirect tax may rise further with the festive sea-
son around the corner, he added.



Oil firms raise ATF and

commercial LPG prices

Commercial cooking gas prices rise by 3209 a cvlinder; establishments such as restaurants to
shell out more for fuel; in the fourth monthly increase since July. the price of jet fuel hiked by 5%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

il companies on
Sunday raised the
price ol commer-

cial cooking gas by a sharp
209 per 19-kg cylinder.
And, in the fourth straight
monthly increase since Ju-
ly, the price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), or jet fuel,
was raised by 5%.

The price of a 14.2-kg
domestic LPG cylinder
though remains
unchanged.

The increase in prices of
commercial LPG may add
to the expenses of com-
mercial  establishments
such as hotels and restau-
rants. A 19-kg cylinder now
costs 1,731.50 in Delhi,
11,684 in Mumbai, and
{1,898 in Chennai.

The latest increase lar-
gely reverses the cut of

Dearer fuel

Price of jet fuel increased by ¥5,779.84 per kilolitre, or 5.1 per
cent, in the national capital to T118,199.17 per ki

® The price of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) increased by 5% in
the fourth consecutive hike
since July. This price
increase is expected
to impact airfares

as approwimately

40% of ticket price is
attributed to ATF price

® The rates of 19-kg
commercial cooking gas (LPG]
were rased by T209. This hike

2157.5 a cylinder made on
September 1 and the T100
cut on August L

The 200 reduction in
the price of domestic cylin-
der made in August is ap-
plicable to beneficiaries
enrolled in the Pradhan
Mantri Upwala Yojana
(PMUY), meaning a total

may lead to higher expenses
for hotels and restaurants

® The price of 14.2-kg do-

mestic LPG cylinder that
had been slashed in
August has remained
unchanged

e The Union Cabinet
approved 75 lakh new LPG
connectons under the Ujjwa-

la scheme in September

subsidy of 400 for every
14.2-kg LPG cylinder. The
Union Cabinet had ap-
proved approximately 75
lakh new LPG connections
under the Prime Minister's
Ujjwala Yojana in Septem-
ber. The initiative aims to
provide these connections
over the next three years at

an estimated cost of ¥1,650
crore.,

The revision in rates of
ATF is expected to lead to a
rise in airfares ahead of the
festive season. Airlines at-
tribute approximately 40%
of the ticket price to fuel
costs, ATF prices are noti-
hed on the frst of every
month by state-owned fuel
retailers. They are revised
based on the average inter-
national price in the pre-
vious month. The ATF
price has now increased to
{1,18,199.17 a kilolitre (kD) in
Delhi, 1,22,423.92 in
Chennai, and 11,10,592.31
in Mumbai for domestic
airlines, ATF prices had
seen their steepest-ever
hike of 14.1% in September,
an 8.5% hike in August and
1.6% in July. After Sunday's
increase, jet fuel prices
have gone up by a whop-
ping ¥29,391.08 per kl.



AFSPA extended in
4 districts of Assam

Press Trust of India
GUWAHATI

The Assam Police on Sun-
day said the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act has
been extended in four dis-
tricts of the State for six
more months.

At the Assam Police Day
celebrations here, Direc-
tor-General of Police Gya-
nendra Pratap Singh said
the “disturbed area” tag,
which allows enforcement
of the AFSPA, has, howev-
er, been withdrawn from
four other districts.

“From today, only four
districts in Assam will have
AFSPA. These are Dibru-
garh, Tinsukia, Sivasagar
and Charaideo,” Mr. Singh
said.

The AFSPA has been
withdrawn from Jorhat,

Golaghat, Karbi Anglong
and Dima Hasao with ef-
fect from October 1, the
DGP added.

The Assam government
had last extended the “dis-
turbed area” notification
under the AFSPA for
another six months with
effect from April 1 in these
eight districts.

“Assam has reached a
peaceful stage after pass-
ing through a volatile
phase during the last 30 to
40 years,” Mr. Singh said.

On September 9, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma had said that the Ca-
binet approved recom-
mendation for withdrawal
of the “disturbed area™ tag
from the eight districts.

The AFSPA was first im-
posed in Assam in Novem-
ber 1990.



J&J not to enforce
patents on TB drug

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The U.S.-based drug maker
Johnson & Johnson has an-
nounced that it will not en-
force patents for Sirturo -
its brand name for beda-
quiline, which is used in
the treatment of multi-
drug-resistant tuberculosis
~ in 134 low- and middle-
income countries.

The decision follows
global pressure on the
company against pursuing
secondary patents on its
breakthrough tuberculosis
drug, including the Indian
Patent Office’s rejection of

J&J'’s secondary patent ap-
plication for the fumarate

salt of bedaquiline.
Bedaquiline is the first

drug for tuberculosis, or

TB, to be globally ap-

proved in over 40 years,
and is less toxic and more
effective than traditional
TB treatments.

“The announcement
will inally pave the way for
unfettered access to affor-
dable generic versions of
bedaquiline for all people
living with drug-resistant
tuberculosis who need the
drug in low- and middle-in-
come countries. This suc-
cess is a testament to the
persistent efforts of TB ac-
tivists, civil society and al-
SO countries prioritising
public health over corpora-
tions' interests,” said the
Access Campaign, which is
part of Meédecins Sans
Frontiéres, a medical hu-
manitarian organisation.
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» PAGE 12



J&J not to enforce
patents on TB drug

The group’s statement notes that after J&] lost its
attempt to extend its monopoly in India, national
TB treatment programmes from Ukraine and Be-
larus also requested the company to drop its se-
condary patents in their countries.

“The recent investigation by the South African
Competition Commission undoubtedly added sig-
nificant pressure on J&J, ahead of their announce-
ment,” the Access Campaign said.

Japanese drug is next target

The group added that it now wants to see Japa-
nese pharma major Otsuka follow suit and public-
ly announce that it will not enforce any secondary
patents in low- and middle-income countries for
the other critical new TB drug Delamanid, espe-
cially as the corporation’s primary patent is set to
expire in 10 days in India and other countries.

Delamanid is another key drug-resistant TB
drug used in combination with bedaquiline, and is
particularly important for the treatment of
children.

Meanwhile, at least three Indian companies -
Lupin, Natco, and Macleods -~ have reportedly
said that they are preparing to bring out generic
versions of bedaquiline.



Kashmir bat industry hits its sweet spot after 102 years

Peerzada Ashig

SANGAM (ANANTNAG)

For the first time in the 102
years of its manufacturing
history in the Valley, the
Kashmir bat will be used in
50-over World Cup match-
es. At the International
Cricket Council (ICC) Men's
Cricket World Cup 2023,
hosted by India and which
begins on Oct 5, the Afghan
team will be wielding the

“Plavers of Team Af-
ghanistan have our bats in
the tournament this year.
At least five Afghan players
have already used them in
the past,” says Fawzul Kabi-
ir, 31, managing director of
the GR8 cricket bat
company.

Displaying grand pos-
ters of international cricke-
ters like Virat Kohli and Ba-
bar Azam, bat
manufacturing units and
their outlets, dotting the
national highway in south
Kashmir, are in a celebrato-
ry mood this year.

In November last year,
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The first stage: Willow is cut to size and stacked at a factory in
Sangam village in Anantnag district of Kashmir. MISSAR AHMAD

the bats tasted success
when UAE player Junaid
Siddique hit Sri Lankan
bowler Dushmantha Cha-
meera to a 109-metre six,
making it the longest six in
the T20 World Cup, and
bringing the bats manufac-
tured by their company in-
to international focus.

“1 always dreamt of see-
ing Kashmir bats at the glo-
bal level. The longest six
proved good for us. Over
one lakh bats were export-
ed after the World Cup ap-
pearance last year,” Mr. Ka-

biir says.

Kashmir’s bat industry
is mainly concentrated in
south Kashmir’s Pulwama
and Anantnag districts,
with willow groves growing
in the wet highlan -
by. Around 200 bat manu-
facturing units engage
around 50,000 people for
production. The female
cultivar of white willow is
considered the best for
bats. Each cleft is expertly
dle spot and the toe blade.
A bat weighing around 2

pounds and 7 ounces (a lit-
tle over 1 kg) remains the
most preferred bat global-
ly.

“Kashmir exported
around 1.35 lakh bats in
2022, Our company manu-
factures around 3,000 bats
a month these days be-
cause the demand is up,”
says a visibly pleased Mr.
Kabiir. His company was
the first in Kashmir to get a
certification from the ICC
in 2021 and also bagged a
contract to supply bats to
the Oman Cricket Board
the same year. As per offi-
cial government estimates,
1.5 million bats are manu-
factured in Kashmir an-
nually.

Khalid Mir, another bat
manufacturer in Anant-
nag's Khanabal town, has
hired extra hands to meet
the demand. The World
Cup has already propelled
cricket fever in Kashmir.
“We work in double shifts
to meet the demand which
has gone up from 500 bats
a month to over 1,500,
says Mr. Mir.

Owners of several other
bat manufacturing units al-
so said the demand is up
by three times this year.
They have received bulk
orders from Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Karnataka, Pun-
jab, Delhi, and Kerala.

“Customized bats are
becoming popular among
domestic cricketers now. A
player gets to choose the
weight and position of
sweet spots of a bat,” Mr.
Mir explains.

However, Mr. Kabiir says
the bat's sweet spot re-
mains popular at the lower
middle in Asia because of
the pitch condition, as the
ball remains low. “In the
West, the sweet spot is
higher up because of boun-
cy tracks,” he adds.

It was industrialist Allah
Baksh from Pakistan who
established the first cricket
bat unit in Bijbehara's Hal-
mulla area in the 19th Cen-
tury. It achieved the status
of small scale industry by
1922. Bat clefts would be
ferried through the Jhelum
Valley road, getting its

finishing touch at Sialkot in
Pakistan. Then, they were
used by the British, who in-
troduced the game to In-
dia.

“However, it was the En-
glish willow that remained
the preferred bat among
international players be-
cause we could not get the
science and the specifica-
tions right. But | see a great
future for Kashmir bats
with new technology,” says
Mr. Kabiir, who also sup-
plied bats to the Sri Lanka
and the Bangladesh teams
in 2022,

Around 75,000 willow
trees are cut annually to
keep the bat industry in
the State ticking. A tree that
attains a girth of 58 inches
(147 cm or so) is felled for
the bat industry. Manufac-
turers say the raw material
is depleting now. “Only
around 3,000 trees were
available this season. The
government needs to pro-
mote organised willow
farming and maintain the
supply as per the de-
mand,” Mr. Kabiir says.



Change in Maldives

Incia must enggage with the new
government in Male and deepen ties

he Maldives has chosen a new leader, re

placing Presidemt Iba Solih, who won by

a landshde in 28, with Mohamed Muoiz-
i, the Mayor of Make and the choice of the pre-
vious ruling party, the PPM. Mr. Muizzu won S
turdkay's presidential run-off that followsd an
inconclushve lirst round in which o candidaie
crossed S30% of the vote, nearly 54% 1w
Sodih's 46% in this round. Mr. s ebectoral boss
is being anributed w a heavy anti-incumbency
sentiment and concerms over the poss-COVITHIY
econonmy that is dependent on tourism, the rifi
within Solilv's party, the MIN, due 10 a rupture in
his old friendship with formeer President Mo
hamed Masheed, as well a8 concems over “sove
relgney ™ ssucs, up by Mr. Mulzou's PPM
that is behind an = oul”™ campalgn to oust In-
dian military personnel. PPM chiel and former
Mabdives President Abdulla Yameen., the cheel ar-
ﬁﬂmdd-:mnin-dm'-:jﬂmhﬁ

ywars, wis openly st odds with India during

tenaire. He had paved the way for a lree trade
e projedcts the Opprossition had lexd che
Maldives into a “debe trap™. Mr. Solih termed the

Maldives's mternational commdtTing
publicly 10 an “india Firs” , a3 New Delly
undertook mifrastrocture

many m
the Maldnves during the pansdemic, amd helped it
churing the campsaign to luve Maklives Foreagn
Minister Abdulla Shahbd clected Presédent of the
UN General Assemibly. As a result, the Soliby Musiz-
zu run-off was billed as an India versus China
contest by commentators, who have sought o
portray the result as a “sethack™ for India

Prime Mimaster Narendra Modi was ameong the
first to congratulate Presicent -ebect Muizzu on so-
il reglin, New Dl st gvoid the impression
that it has Gevourites within the Makivian polity.
$MHmm dln-lhkﬂmmm.:h:l:

promise of In thes
- he has not himself crivkcised India in the way
his party has. Among his tasks would be shoring
up the Maldivian economy as deln repayments
come dhise, and taking bessons from events in the
merighborbood sach as S Lanka's handliong of
s economic crisks. I remains oo e seen wisther
he will ensure the release of Mr. Yameen, and
what contral the previous President will have ov
er the new government. Mr. Mulza will have 1o
preside over an upcoming referendum vote,
which Mr. Nasheed has pushed for, to deode
whether the Maldives will revert 1o a parliamen-
tary systemn rather than the pressdential one. Gi-
virn s location in the Indian Ocean, along key
shipping routes, Mr. Muizeu will huve 1o balanoe
traditsonal, strategic interests with India, which s
s closest and most powerful neighbour, while
China and the United States, that keenly
there. It is important that
ntither Delhi nor Male view these nterests
through the prism of “sero sum™ garmes, as that

haas loxd 0o temusions bt wewn thwrm in the puass.



Victory for the weak

The Vachathi judgment brings to a just
closure the fight of a tribal people

e Moo

tribal community in Tamil Nadu that wit-

nessed state-led brutality three decades

ago has just won a battle that reinforces
faith in the democratic process and the criminal
justice system. This victory, on September 29 at
the Madras High Court, signals a paradigm shift
in Indian jurisprudence, for it is the first time that
a community of 655 Adivasis defeated the collec-
tive might of the state. The people of Vachathi in
Tamil Nadu's Dharmapuri district, who for gener-
ations lived in the idvilic foothills of Chiterl in the
Eastern Ghats, had their lives altered on June 20,
1992. Police, lorest and revenue officials - 269 in
number — descended upon the village and ac-
cused the villagers of hoarding illegally felled san-
dalwood and allowing a conduit to smuggling.
For the next three days, the villagers, women, the
elderly and children included, were beaten up,
their homes destroyed, wells poisoned and 18
women, including a girl, raped. All this happened
under the watch of Jayalalithaa, who was the
Chief Minister.

The state refused 1o register a case against ins
officials, forcing the villagers o approach the Ma-
dras High Court 1o seck a Central Burean of Inves-
tigation inguiry. The CBI filed its charge sheet in
1996, and the case was tried by a Sessions Court
in Dharmapuri for another 15 years. While the vil-
lagers won an unprecedented victory at the trial
court in 2011 that convicted all the accused on
charges ranging from rape to atrocities under the
SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, this or-
der was stayed by the Madras High Court on ap-
peals by the burcaucrats. Successive State go-
vernments under the DMK and the AIADMEK,
chose 1o protect their bureaucrats. At a time
when the judiciary has been at odds with the go-
vernment over attempts to maintain the autono-
my of the three branches of governance, the High
Court’s judgment upholding the trial court’s con-
viction, warmns an elected government that it can-
not rule with impunity. And while the SC/ST law
has often been criticised for being ineffective, Va-
chathi is a rare instance where it has served s
purpose. This judgment Is also a pivotal moment
in the long battle for Adivasi rights. It will be re-
membered as a case where despite India’s stark
Inequities, the convergence of an alert civil soche-
tr.mrrmﬂmdtlemmhdepﬂldmjmﬂdinr
and the resolve of victims

secking justice, could
still work a democratic Constitution and the jud-
icial system o their advantage.




India’s statistical performance on the global stage
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Nathons Starstical Commission, India’s own
official statistical svstem has come under scrutiny
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statisticans. Even acclaimed stansnical methods
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ks muainly dae to non Salflment of crieeri of a
least SO registrathon of births wnder the Ol
Eegistration System (03RS, The World Bank has
taken the estimate of coverage wnder CRS from
the LN DG databore, whnch shows
estimales of coveragr as 9% for children under
five and 57% for children under one . Himeever,

Incker”, cites the coverage of barthe under CRS for
2089 it approimabidy 9%, which is a moch
muae rebuble sounce than SEVS for esteration of
ol CRS
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A time to articulate new constitutional ideas for India

he Government of India is on a mission to

decolonise the country. Edwin Lutyens

and Herbert Baker’s grand Parliament
building has just given way to Bimal Patel’s
modern reinterpretation and the name “Bharat™
is being used more frequently to describe the
country, challenging the monopoly of “India”. So
far, names and buildings are on the chopping
block. But what about the Constitution? Should it
change? If 50, in what way? And following whose
ideas?

Hind Swaraj
When we think of the Constitution of India, our
mind may naturally go back to 1950 when it came
into force. But constitutional ideas in India
predated it. A startlingly original, indigenous
account of what the Constitution would look like
was presented by Mahatma Gandhi in 1908.
Gandhi was steadfast in his view that without
decolonising the Constitution, we may become
independent but would not have swaraj. The
English would be driven away and India would
get itself a new democratic government, but the
nature of government itself would not change. It
would be “English rule without the Englishman”,
“not Hindustan but Englistan”.

But what kind of constitution would India
have? For him, a swaraj constitution ought to
ideally be based on ancient village republics and

not a large in Delhi. The economy
would be founded on ordinary Indians producing

enough to be self-sufficient and trading the rest at
local markets. India would be united not because
a constitution promised rights, but because
Indians themselves considered it their duty to
forge a nation out of a people.

His ardent follower, Shriman Narayan Agarwal
was given the task of drafting such a constitution

is the author of ‘The
Colonial Constitution’

have to be built
not just on the
existing
Constitution but
also with the
Gandhian ideas
ignored earlier
as too radical

to put Hind Swaraj into action. But Agarwal's
draft of the “Gandhian Constitution for Free
India”, first published in 1946, was less of a legal
text and more a moral code. In it, the rights to
personhood, liberty and equality would be
contingent on a duty to be faithful to the state.

As legal provisions, these were absurd. How
would a citizen have to demonstrate loyalty? If
they failed, could they be killed because the right
to personhood was dependent on it? When

properly thought through, the Gandhian
Constitution was a recipe for untold oppression.

it over to Ambedkar
This is why Gandhi pragmatically distanced
himself from a constitution that bore his name. At
that time, there was considerable momentum
towards a progressive post-war constitution based
on a big state with the authority to ensure law
and order, separation of powers to prevent
overreach and a range of fundamental rights to
capture the global move towards universal
human rights for all. Gandhi found such a
constitution “entirely Western" but grasped its
prospect of consensus instinctively.

He himself rang the death knell of the
Gandhian Constitution by persuading Rajendra
Prasad to appoint B.R. Ambedkar as the
Chairperson of the Drafting Committee of the
Constitution in August 1947. Ambedkar had a
clear and well-articulated vision of what India’s
Constitution should look like. It was nothing like
Gandhi’s.

He believed that India needed a powerful state
machinery that could ensure law and order at the
margins of the country. Gandhi on the other hand
believed that a large state would be too distant
from the people. For Ambedkar, the state would
be duty-bound to manage the economy and

control industries for the common good. But for
Gandhi, self-sustaining villages based on
agriculture and cottage industry were the way
forward. Centuries of feudalism, sectarianism
and casteism would be uprooted, in Ambedkar’s
vision, through fundamental rights to life, liberty
and equality for every individual. Gandhi thought
differently: history could not be undone by a
policy document such as a constitution - it
needed individuals to change themselves.

Gandhi had grave disagreement with each of
Ambedkar's visions but realised that they enjoved
a wide consensus across party lines. As a result,
he was content in letting his ideal constitution
wail its turn.

A constitutional moment?
Today, we are much like India was in 1908 when
Gandhi wrote Hind Swaraj — a nation in flux -
than in 1950, when India was a nation imbued
with new-found freedom. This is why it is a good
time not to draft a new constitution, but to
articulate a vision of what new constitutional
ideas India needs. These ideas have to be built
not just on the existing Constitution worked on
by B.R. Ambedkar and other members in the
Constituent Assembly but also with the Gandhian
ideas they ignored as too radical. This is not a
suggestion to be pre-modern as many Gandhian
thoughts were. Rather, it is an invitation to ask
the fundamental question that Gandhi did - what
kind of constitution can bring good governance to
India? During the frenetic years of 1947-1950, the
urgency to enact a constitution for free India
meant that this question had to be given a go-by.
Seventy-five years on, it is time to set that right.
Unlike names and buildings, constitutions do not,
and should not change overnight. But that does
not mean that they should not change at all.
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The largest climate action
lawsuit against 32 countries

How have the countries responded? Are European nations lagging behind in their climate emission goals?
Why do bodies like the UNICEF dub the climate crisis as a ‘child rights’ crisis?

Saumya Kalia

The story so far:

eptember 27 marked the
beginning of a historic legal
battle in the climate action
movement. Six young people
from Portugal, aged 11 to 24, are suing 32
European governments (including the
L.K., Russia and Turkey) at the European
Court of Human Rights in France's
Strasbourg. The plaintiffs began arguing
before 17 judges that their governments
have failed to take sufficient action against
the climate crisis, thus violating their
human rights and discriminating against
young people globally.

What is the lawsuit?

Duarte Agostinho and Others versus
Portugal and Others was filed in
September 2020, in the aftermath of the
wildfires that consumed Portugal’s Leiria
in 2017. Over 60 people died, and 20,000

hectares of forests were lost. The recent
spate of heatwaves and fires across
Greece, Canada and other parts of Europe
served as reminders that every increment
beyond the L.5°C temperature threshold
would be catastrophic, intensifying
“multiple and concurrent hazards,” as the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change states in its report.

The Portuguese youths claim that
European nations have faltered in their
climate emission goals, blowing past their
global carbon budgets consistent with the
Paris Agreement target of limiting global
warming under 1.5°C. The nations have
thus violated people’s fundamental rights
protected under the European
Convention on Human Rights, including
the right to life, the right to be free from
inhuman or degrading treatment, the
right to privacy and family life and the
right to be free from discrimination.

“These European governments are
failing to protect us... Our ability to do

anything, to live our lives, is becoming
restricted. The climate crisis is affecting
our physical health and our mental
health; how could you not be scared?”
said André dos Santos Oliveira, 15, to a
media house. Since the 32 countries
contributed to climate catastrophes and
jeopardised the future of voung people, it
falls upon the nations to rapidly escalate
their emissions reductions and aim higher
in curtailing domestic emissions, in line
with what scientihc evidence shows, the
lawsuit argues. Other measures include
cutting the production of fossil fuels and
cleaning up global supply chains.

The European Scientific Advisory
Board on Climate Change (ESABCC), a
body which provides scientific advice to
EU countries, said countries will have to
target an emissions reduction of 75%
below 1990 levels (as opposed to the EU’s
current 55%). “Under some of these
principles, the EU has already exhausted
its fair share of the global emissions

budget,” their report states, echoing the
plaintiffs’ claim that European countries
have overstated their carbon budget
claims. The EU at present is the sixth
largest emitter with 7.2 tonnes of CO2 per
capita, while the world averages 6.3
tonnes per capita.

UNICEF has dubbed the climate crisis
as a “child rights crisis”, as unhindered
carbon emissions and extreme weather
threaten access to education, health,
nutrition and the future. Research
concurs — air pollution is already linked
to poor birth outcomes and increased risk
of cardiovascular and respiratory
diseases. Heat waves are triggering
mental health issues.

How have governments responded?
It comes down to cause and effect:
countries so far have rejected any
relationship between climate change and
its impact on human health. For instance,
Greece, in its submissions, maintained
that the effects of climate change “do not
seem to directly affect human life or
human health.” This is even as the
country witnessed devastating wildfires
earlier this year and torrential rain and
flooding in September.

The Portuguese and Irish governments
have dismissed these concerns as ‘future
fears’, arguing that there is no evidence to
show climate change poses an immediate
risk to their lives. According to Reuters, a
ruling in the case is expected in the first
half of 2024,
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How government agencies use commercia
spyware to target opponents
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India-U.S. relation now on a
different plane: Jaishankar

The two nations see each other as optimal and comfortable partners, says Minister at an event in
Washington attended by Indian-Americans: he also cites the human bond between the countries

Press Trust of India

WASHINGTON

he India-US. rela-

tionship is at an all-

time high and the
two nations have moved to
a position where they see
each other as very desira-
ble, optimal and comforta-
ble partners, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jalshankar
has said, stressing that like
the Chandrayaan, bilateral
tes will go o the moon
and maybe even beyond.

Mr. Jaishankar made the
remarks while addressing
several hundred Indian-
Americans who had gath-
ered at the India House
from varous parts of the
United States 1o attend the
“Celebrating colours of
friendship”® event organ
ised by the Embassy of In-
dia here on Saturday.
“There is one clear mes-

sage today that our rela-
tionship is at an all-time
high. But as they say in
America, you ainl seen
anything yet. So, we are go-
ing 1o take this relationship
10 a different level, 1w a dif-
ferent place,” he said at the
largest-ever gathering of
Indian-Americans at the In-
dia House,

5. Jaishankar and Ambassador of India to the US. Tarargt Sngh
Sandhu with the Indian diaspora and others, in Washangton, #1i

Mr. Jaishankar said that
the success of the G-20
could not have happened
without the support of the
US

“As the host, when
things go well, the host al-
ways gets the credit. It's
reasonable. But, the G-20
could not have come to-
gether if all the members
of the G20 did not work
for its success,” he said.

“The contribution, the
support and the under-
standing that we got from
the US, to make a success-
ful G-20, | think that is so-
mething 1 would certainly
like to recognise in public
in Washington DC” Mr.
Jaishankar said amiclst ap-
planse from

Indian-Americans.

“S0, It may have been
our success in a liveral way,
but | think it was the G-20
|nations] success. To me, it
was also a success of the In-
dia-ULS, partnership...
please keep giving this
partnership the support it
needs. And | can promise
vou that this relationship,
like the Chandrayaan, will
go to the moon, maybe
even beyond,”™ be said,

Mr. Jaishankar sakd that
the human bond between
the two countries makes
the bilateral relationship
unique.

He said the people re
member Rajiv Gandhi’s vi-
sit 10 the United States in
1985, Mr. Manmohan

Singh's visit in 2005 and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's several visits.

“But 1 have 10 say that
this one (PM Modi's recent
state visit) was different, it
was different in optics, and
i you ask me what has
changed, | would say India
and the US. earlier used 1o
deal with each other and
now they work with each
other,” he said.

He recalled the recent
collaborative  endeavours
between the two coun-
tries, all starting with the
ketter °1” These Initlarives
include the India-Middle
East Economic Corridor,
1202 (India, Israel, the US,,
the UAE), Indo-Pacific
cooperation, and the initia-
tive on Critical and Emeryg-
ing Technologies GCET.

He said the contributon
of the diaspora in building
the bilateral relationship is
something fantastic.

“If there is something
unigue about our relation-
ship, it is the human bond
that we have. The commit-
ment of the diaspora to the
India-U.S. relationship is
commendable,” he added.
The Minister said the India
of wday is different from
what it was earlier,



Over 9.2 lakh sites host cleanliness
drive; PM appeals for swachhata

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

More than 9.2 lakh sites
across the country hosted
a mega cleanliness drive
on Sunday in which people
from across the spectrum,
including politicians, cele-
brities and students, parti-
cipated. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi also took part
in this cleanliness drive
along with Ankit Baiyanpu-
ria, who is a fitness influen-
Cer.

“Today, as the nation fo-
cuses on Swachhata (clean-
liness), Ankit Baiyanpuriya
and | did the same! Beyond
just cleanliness, we blend-
ed fitness and well-being
also into the mix. It is all
about that Swachh and
Swasth Bharat (clean and
healthy India) vibe,” Mr
Modi posted on X (former-
ly Twitter).

: ’ : —— g ; . _ oy, .":. 1 J:-{' : .
Leading by example: Narendra Modi and Ankit Baiyanpuria taking

part in the cleanliness programme, in New Delhi on Sunday. ani

The post was accompa-
nied by a video which
shows Mr. Modi and Mr.
Baivanpuriva  wielding
brooms and cleaning and
picking up trash.

Mega drive

The one-hour cleanliness
drive, organised to mark
Mahatma Gandhi’s birth

anniversary, saw NGOs,
market associations, self-
help groups, faith groups,
trade bodies and private
sector companies, volun-
teering for shramdaan (la-
bour) in more than 22,000
market areas, 10,000 wa-
ter bodies, 7,000 bus
stands/toll plazas, 1,000
gaushalas, 300 zoos and

wildlife areas and various
other locations in rural and
urban India, according to
officials.

The Prime Minister had
in an episode of Mann Ki
Baat last week appealed
for “one hour of shram-
daan (voluntary labour)
for swachhata” on Sunday
by all citizens as a tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi on the
eve of his birth anniversary
on October 2.

An array of Union Minis-
ters and high-ranking offi-
cials also participated in
the cleanliness drive.

Urging people to join
the drive, Union Housing
and Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, post-
ed on X: “Come, let’s
create a new history! At 10
AM today, let's volunteer
for an hour, paving hom-
age to Mahatma Gandhi
through cleanliness.”



‘Launch was critical for Chandrayaan-3 success’

The EBwnch is musch more complex than even the Chandravaan-3 spacocralfi. savs ISRO Chalrmean, as the mocket has 1o go through the atmosphene. do the eming do the work under severe conditions,
experience stress and strain, and reach the comect orbit; he explains how the usucoessful attempe by Chandravaan-2 helped the space agency understand the deficiencies and come up with solutions
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No shortage of TB drugs in
country, media reports are
false, says Health Ministry

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Media reports of a shortage
of anti-tuberculosis medi-
cine are false, motivated
and misleading, according
to a statement issued by
the Union government. All
anti-TB drugs in the coun-
try are available with suffi-
cient stock. The Centre
proactively  undertakes
regular assessments to
evaluate the stock posi-
tions at various levels,
from central warehouses
to peripheral health insti-
tutes, it said.

The statement cited in-
formation mentioned in
media reports, and said
they were “not only inac-
curate and misleading, but
also do not reflect the cor-
rect picture of the available
stock of anti-TB drugs in
the country”.

The Union Health Minis-
try has explained that
drug-sensitive TB was
treated with two months of
four drugs, available as
4FDC (Isoniazid, Rifampi-

All the drugs were available
with sufficient stocks, says the

Union government.

cin, Ethambutol and Pyra-
zinamide), followed by two
months of three drugs
available as 3FDC (lsonia-
#zid, Rifampicin  and
Ethambutol).

All the drugs were avail-
able with sufficient stocks
for a period ranging from
six months and above. The
procurement process for
the drugs for the financial
vear 2024-25 had started,
the statement said.

The treatment regimen
of multidrug resistant
(MDR) TB consists of usual-
ly four months of seven
drugs followed by five

months of four drugs. Pa-
tients on multidrug resis-
tant TB medicines form
2.5% of the total TB-affect-
ed population and even for
this group, there is no shor-
tage of drugs, the govern-
ment said.

The procurement, stor-
age, maintenance of stock
and in-time distribution of
anti-TB drugs and other
materials are done at the
Central level under the Na-
tional TB Elimination Pro-
gramme (NTEP). “In rare
situations, States are re-
quired to procure a few
drugs locally for a limited
period using the budget
under the National Health
Mission so that individual
patient care is not affect-
ed,” the statement read.

At present, over 15
months of stock of Moxi-
floxacin 400mg and Pyri-
doxine are available under
NTEP. Also, the govern-
ment had procured Dela-
manid 50mg and Clofazi-
mine 100mg in August and
supplied the same across
the country.



DGCA may bar pilots from
using perfume to avoid
false-positive alcohol tests

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) may
soon bar pilots from using
perfume as it has alcoholic
content and could cause a
breath analyvser test to
show positive results.

The aviation regulator
has called for comments
from stakeholders on
amending the Civil Avia-
tion Requirements (CAR),
issued under provisions of
the Aircraft Rules, 1937, as
regards safety regulations.

The proposed clause
reads: “No crew member
shall consume any drug/
formulation or use any
substance such as mouth-
wash/tooth gel/perfume or
any such product which
has alcoholic content. This
may result into positive
breath analyser test. Any
crew member who is un-
dergoing such medication
shall consult the company
doctor before undertaking
flying assignment.”

Going by CAR guidelines

The aviation regulator has called for comments from stakeholders
on amending the Civil Aviation Requirements (CAR). REUTERS

prescribed for all opera-
tors operating scheduled/
charter/non-scheduled
flights originating from In-
dia, each flight crew mem-
ber and cabin crew mem-
ber shall be subjected to
pre-flight breath-analyser
examination at first depar-
ture airport during a flight
dury period.

The norm that all sche-
duled and non-scheduled
operators shall ensure
breath-analyser examina-
tion is recorded on camera
and recordings preserved
for six months would also
be extended to State go-

vernment aircraft
operators.
The air safety guidelines

say that even when the
blood alcohol levels are ze-
ro in the body, there could
be some effect of hangover,
which is mainly due to con-
geners. A new amendment
proposed is to advise air-
craft operators to make
available at least two ser-
viceable fuel-cell technolo-
gv-based breath-analysers
capable of giving accurate
digital value up to three de-
cimal places with a memo-
ry to store at least the last
1,000 records.
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say it could happen again today
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