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ORIGIN OF THE BHAUMA-KARAS

A dynasty called or Kar (also known as
shec

Bhaumakara) establi S rule over_the coastal belt of
Odisha in the first, half of the€ighth century A. D..

Their kingdom, called Tashala,)included parts of present-
day Odisha. -The capital of this dynasty, called as
Guhade\@% or Guhesvarapataka was situated near
modern Jajpur town of the Jajpur district.

The origin of the Bhauma-Kara family i@ certe@

The earlie scords of the dynasty name their family as
"B is first mentioned as a dynastic name in
an inscription of the dynasty's sixth king, Shubhakara l.

The names of all the male kings ended in ‘ ", which

may explain the usage of "Kara" as a family name.




* The main literary source for constructing the history of

the Bhauma-Karas are the y@gy@ Brahmanda
{, Purana, rivam irana, Dathavamsa, Gandavyuha etc.

* Some scholars, argued that the dynasty was associated

Gi_t;; called uma;ywhose members originally

lived on the Mahendra ntain. \
}yln Vishnu-Purana_there is the mention of a king, named
(Bhauma Guhaywho was ruling over Kalinga, Mahisya
(Midnapore) and Mahendra. Thi eory._is based on the

occurrence of the—pt - "MaWBha a" in a
manuscript of Vishnu Purgne: .
* The text also associates the BMrib ith a king
calle which explai ; '
plains the name of dynasty's cagffj
Guhadevapataka for Guheshvarapataka). N




HISTORY

TMinscﬁjﬁons are dated in

of an unspecified calendar era, simply calle
According to KL_QFEnigrahi, (historian) the initial year

of hauma era cog'_efponc@A.D. of the”
regorian ¢ )

The Bhauma recgdsm/mtion WO yeftors of th
Bhauma ruiers of Orissa.

They were Lakshn:n-il@*adﬁa an
According to me historians, /Kshemankaradeva

initiated the n auma era.
According to others, the Bhaurna era beginswith the

o] e hemaiikarad /s son_and successor,

Sivakaradeva-1.7 » _~

N




* The earlier Bhauma-Kara kings appear to have ruled

the northern Toshali area, contemporaneously with
the Shailodbhavas, who ruled the southern Kongoda
region.

* The dynasty probably ruled most of the coastal Odisha
by the time of king Shivakara | (c. 756 or 786).

* According to the Ganjam inscription of the Shvetaka

Ganga king @v_aggade@hivakara | conquered
@ Eon%oda ;pnd the northern part of Kalinga.

er insgﬁp@n of his descendant Shivakara IlI

states that he defeated the king ofin present-

day West Bengal), and married the daughter of the
defeated king. _~_~ -y —




GENEALOGY OF THE BAHUMAKARA
DYANSTY

a—>Slvakaradeva |—>Subhakaradeva |
— Swakaradeva Il —> Shantikaradeva | = Subhakaradeva Il

= Tribhuvana Mahadevi = Shantikaradeva Il —>

Subhakaradeva V. — Sivakaradeva ||l —> Tribhuvana Mahadev; I

ubha kara

Da"dl V'—" Vakula Me devi—>

a Mahadevi’s rule was not significant and paved the way for the
ownfall of the Bhauma-Karas. The rise-of the Somavamsis under Janmejaya )

| had more pa icularl durlng Y e do of the Bhauma-

Igp(Yay who | d th rom Ba onepur reglon, perhaps
p+ % occupied theVBha'uma kingdom by killing_Dharma_Mahadevi. Thus with the

fall of the Bhaupra-Karas 5ign o mml;trat’ ion of Tosali passed into the

" il ? hands of tl ="M

- —
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Bhuddism in Odisha during the

Bhaumakara Period /’\

* 1In the history of Bhuddism particularly of Mahayana and

jrayana Buddhism rises in Bhaumakara Period. Due to the
/{?rong support of the ruler, Buddhism transform itself to
Mahayana to Vajrayana.

* The Bhaumakaras exhausted the treasures of their vast empire
religious works in order to enlighten their country and
other who decorated the earth by constructing in unbroken
ntinuation various mathas, monasteries and sanctuaries.

Subhakaradeva-| created a number of Viharas
* The discovery of large number of Dhyani Buddha, Bodhisattvas

\, and other deities of the B ist Mahayana pantheon, -
.. discover from pla o like @l, Udayagiri, ~

d
falitagiti and assignabli-to the 8th-9th century A.D. aET:‘EIe)ér

indicate that from of Budaﬁ'g flourished in

Odisha during the : uamakara regime.
..--""'/




Social condition during the Bhaumakara

Period

Though the early Bhaumakara kings were Buddhist, they
tried to enforce varnasramadharma, Brahmanic concept

of cast system.
There were (Brahman/s,. Kastdrim(aranas “(Kayasthas)
Vaisyas, S@ and Low Castes.

Brahmans enjoys great honor in society for their pious life
and devotion to the studies of the Vedas.

Training in military scili??and art of warfare was very
much essential for the Ksatriyas.

There is no evidence of how Karanas originated.

The Vaisy;s/ére doing large scale trading activities.
the Sudra served the Brahmanas.



\

U}\-- Thwas unknowit during this p_eﬁO
// be say that during this periad”ﬁw;' ning o "@ si pratha.

POSITION OF WOMEN

The women of Odisha during the Bhaumakara Period period
enjoyed an importance position in society.

Here the queen played the both e and defacto
sovereign. Not less thansix queens-of this dynasty are found
to have adorned thron

The contribution of these female rulers to the cultural and

political history of Odisha was-very-siginificant.
The reason is dge/tﬁjse' of m mg’f}is«ﬁeriod.
- _concubine has _not mentioned any sources
ue '

e OW q ives after the death of

d.be it can




JMARRIAGE SYSTEM

/Polygam as known and practised in the royal

soc'lety@. The one of the evidence King
/ Subhakaradeva-l married two princesses i.e.

Gaurimahadevi and Vakulamahadevi which would
&?/ prove the existence o during this
period.
WRINK
* Basically rahmans, preferred to take
vmw%ls period. The @“‘/
which were commonly used wefte rice, wheat and

. %O@@( and frui }Iong with different

ere also used as drink




}RESS MATERIAL
. male dress sisted of a (io:w___er garmenf) or

adhivasana like ti’round the waist where as the

female dress consisted mﬁEﬁtS, upper and
lower, fastened by a girdie. —

* The folds—in the female garment are sometimes
gathered passed betwe egs)and tucked in behind.
Both male and female dresses have folds in the front
and hang down to the knee or just below it.

* The _garments arg/u/ually ornamentéd with
7

* A variety of ornaments; used by both male and
female. ')I'/IZY were Kundala (ear~Ting) ratnahara

(necklessam?hala (gridie), Keyura (armlet), manjira
(foot orn nt), Kankana (brg,ee’(el;) etc.




JEDUCATION @
* This_period basicall @M iC, Pottery,
Logic, Sastras, Astronom I\Qed@e and Yoga, S\T“iﬁ'@

are thesubject of I%

\ * Sanskrit language is wedium of the language-of
N, the study

» \Viode of expressi as reaCWe excellence of

kavya writi ound in most of the famous works of

Sanskrit “literature. The ﬁhre work of long

compounds. —
* Inscription of this period suggest the influence of

regionaln Sanskrit and the gradual evolution

of modernOriya language.

+ Some Oriya word likeJota, Gohirb(fallow land), Khata
(dump), bagya (tiger), Kheta—or Bila (field), polla
r

(bridge) e e also written in Inscriptions.

-
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Temples during the Bhaumakara
Period

* The templegjrdﬁ this perio m characterized

based upon’fhelr conti thI‘I usmgfefrv elements of

pabhaga mouldings
* The new features introduced in this period are,

@a mouldings increased to four, pg%-‘_"bﬁi.dﬂvatas
“d*begcarved in the stone blocks of the

wall insteadonas rate block.

th ings, bada made in sth: -_
pancha:-r /aw?y_@ ~ : o




Some temples are:

. Pachimeséra Temple -This ruined temple_is
situated on the parikrama path c fdu-Sarovara,
between-Markandeshwar and IVI},hi‘ni temple.

Mohini Temple mple is situated on the
southern bank of-Bindu Sarovara tank. The temple
consists of @m j@ﬁ@. Characteristics

of early period temples are very much evident
@ i ri-ratha with gandi

here, such

(shikharg)/l'n);;nc atha style, Paphaga@)
composed of three rﬁWdings and raha-niche
(central niche) cutting through p,abrl'ﬁga mouldings.




* Uttaresvara- Temple- This temple is situated on the
northe bank of__Bindu Sarovara, inside the
compound of God@und. This is a Si ple.

. Wa mple — This simple temple is only having a
deul with no evidence of a connecting jags na.

argmagury” Temple = This temple is located in a
private property adjacent to the Vaital temple
complex. It only has a_ Vimana (deul) but no
jagamohana. Its bada is @a in plan, gandi is also
/g}ratha. Gandi is a three storey structure.

*_Ga

uri-Sharnkar-Ganesh Temple — This temple is also
known-as Traffic-Mahadeva as it is located in the

center of cross-roads. The temple _orly-has a Vimana
but no jagamohana. Its bada W design and
gandi is pancha-ratha. Garndi—is—consisted of five
bhumis (storeys).
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