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UNIT-IL: CURRENT EVENTS

(1)

(ii)

(i)
(iv)
(v)

History - Latest diary of events - National symbols - Profile of
States - Eminent personalities and places in news - Sports -
Books and authors.

Polity - Political parties and political system in India - Public
awareness and General administration - Welfare oriented
Government schemes and their utility, Problems in Public
Delivery Systems.

Geography - Geographical landmarks.

Economics - Current socio - economic issues.

Science - Latest inventions in Science and Technology.



June 2020 Important Days

Date Name of Important Days

1Ju World Milk Day
Lne Gobl Dy of Pt

2 June International Sex Workers Day

2 June Telangana Formation Day

3 June World Bicycle Day
.  emationslDayof ocen

Children Victims of Aggression

] Jung
B Jung
BJung
12June

14 June

Worid Environment Day
World Food Safety Day

Worid Brain Tumour Day
Worid Oceans Day

World Day Against Chid Labou

Worid Blood Donor Day



15 June
15 June

3rd Sunday of June
16 June

17 June

18 June
18 June
19 June
19 June

20 June

World Wind Day

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day

World Father’s Day
Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev

World Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought
(International)

Autistic Pride Day

International Picnic Day

World Sickle Cell Awareness Day

World Sauntering Day

World Refugee Day(International)

21 June
21 June
21 June
23 June
23 June
23 June

26 June

26 June

30 June

World Music Day
World Hydrography Day
International Yoga Day

International Olympic Day

United Nations Public Service Day

International Widow's Day

International Day against Drug
Abuse and lllicit Trafficking

International Day in Support of
Victims of Torture

World Asteroid Day
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Draconian lockdown India, Australia sign Amazon in talks New Wave auteur

decimated GDP and logistics support pact buy $2 billion worth Basu Chatterjee
economy: Rajiv Bajaj and 8 other agreements stake in Bhartl Airtel Passes away
page 9 page 10 page 13 page 14
[ LA Y (L L] (i on LI ST TRt L] HYDIEaR &L L LEER L EELILE WhRE AR AN I LT T R N Y] BN = (AR RN T UL A L Vimwed sl EPELA HiFu &l A LA L TR L ALE RN E WNAjarFgnam LI L TimgraT) M Bl LurTTads (1T

e {1 Jia-China dialogue ™. New SOPs for hotels, malls ¢ auestons
| gu I interest during
Asvimplomatic Rapid moratorium
tO fOCUS ONn tNree areas VYo messwin — rise oo
: H"l l'\"'-'t'li India ?mﬁm LS — %::‘Il:fh“ RAJAGOPAL
. 5 - 21 ey [, m
ant-Generals to aim at return to pre-May 5 positions SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT new COVIDI9 gy iﬁ The Supreme Court has
WEw L Cinis 0 M questioned the RBI regula-
filed in Delhi riots cases DINAKAR PEK Hitels, shopping malls, res- VETa0e Every Pery 2003 3 1789\ tlory package requiring the
o NEW DELMI taurants, religious places  Goybetwsen  (hie 1 362 L LILGJE continuation of payment of
oo ety botera | The firstever talks between and offices in containment W38 _Meuco 283 | 10 . interest on bank loans after
B e o Indian and Chinese Lieute- zones shall remain closed, fourth highest Palistan | 748 | BO463 the three-month moratori-
murder cases during the riots nant-Generals over the wee- : except for medical and es- among ail Iran 1407 160696 um during the pandemic
in north-east Dethi in kend 1o ease the tenskon on r i sential services, acconding 1o natom Bangladesh 27 55,140 bockdown is lfted. “On one
February. While one of the the Line of Actual Control - the Standard Operating Pro- T TR RTINS hand granting moratorium
chargesheets was related to (LAC) will focus on eastern TR cedures (SOPs) issued by the and then payment of inter-
the murder of four Muslim Ladakh with the aim of mov- § ~ Union Health Ministry on  visitors would have access 1o dren below the age of 10 are est... This is detrimental...
youths, the other one was the ing back to the earlier posi- \ Thursday. these areas. No gathering or  still advised 1o stay at home, These are unprecedented
Dilbar Negi murder cave thons, sources said on A ‘ It said these establish- crowding of any kind would  except for essential and times...." Justice Sanjay
CITY » PAGE 2 Thursday. 2 L 2 W Dy 18D ments would be open only  be permitted. healthcare purposes. Kishan Kaul remarked in a
“The focus of the talks  Preparing the ground: A Landing and runway strip being laid outside the containment Persons aged above 65, virtual court hearing.
Court dismisses Safoora will be on the Galwan area, in Anantnag district amid the border tension. «smsan asmas zones and only asymptomat-  those with co-morbidities, — CONTINUID O » PAGE ¥
Zargar's bail plea Pangong Tso and Gogra, The ic staff members, guests and  pregnant women and chil. ~ MOREREPORTS » PAGES 84 W0 WHAT 1S THE RELILFY b PAGL 9
N agenda will focus on the re-  how critical the discussions  sources said this would be
A Delh court on Thursday cent use of force, getting  are, an ofhcial saikd. strongly conveyed to the
resected the bail ples of lamu back to the positions before Tsoisan i Chinese tion. India : - .
it Moyt e s e macnmnmewemsess 20 JAKN migrants in haltway houses: official data
madia coordnaton Safoora duction of troops by China,”  troops have taken positions “disputed and sensitive”
Zargds in connection with 2 defence sources said. in large numbers at the Fin-  areas along the LAC and S _ : _ _
north-east Deth riots case The General Officer Com-  ger 4 area. India holds one-  both Galwan in Lactakh and Other govt. hgures indicate underestimation of numbers
QY » PALL 2 manding (GOC) of the Leh-  third of the 135 km boome- Naku La in Sikkim do not i
headquartered 14 Corps will rang-shaped lake. India has  gure on the hst. PRIMCILLA JERARAJ er assessments made by the  heads, saying “comprehen-
Man dies of virus, kin say jead the Indian delegation a1t always held areas in Finger In the month-long stand- T — Cemtral and State govern-  sive data™ on migram work-
hospitals didn'tadmit him he talks 1o be held at the 4, while it claims areas so far  off at several areas along the The Chief Labour Commis- ments, including Finance ers was “urgently required
W B L Chushul-Moldo border  as Finger 8. LAC in Ladakh and Sikkim, sioner’s office has counted Minister Nirmala Sithara-  within three days™.
The family of 2 68-year -old meeting point on the Chi- Major scuffles have bro-  Chinese troops have moved over 26 lakh migrant work:  man’s estimate of eight crore They were asked to collect
COVID-19 positive man nese side. The delegation ken owt in this area in the in large numbers into Indian ers stranded across the stranded migrants used o district-wise information on
laged that he died on would also include officers past and on May 5, which territory at points in Pan- country, of which 10% are in  determine extra ration pro-  rellef camps and details of
Thursday morning after falled o ohe pank of Major-General  were acknowledged by the  gong Tso, Galwan and Gogra relief camps or shelter  visions in the Atmanirbhar  employers whose labour was
:::ﬂ:-“::mm“ and Brigadier of that area Army. Therewasatleatone in Ladakh and Naku La in homes, while 43% are insitu  package. On April 8, even as in situ at the workplace, as
mmulwm;m_ and a translator. more major scuffle later in  Sikkim, besides the massive at workplaces and 46% arein  the first wave of workers was ~ well as other localities where
run Lok Nayak Hospital These are the first-ever this area, the sources sald. budld-up on its side. Migrant workers in Odisha other clusters. leaving the citles due to the  migrants were clustered.
SO sead s talks at the level of Lieute- Galwan has never been an Waiting 10 9O t0 3 quarantine This is an extreme under-  lockdown, CLC (Central) Ra- e




SU asks Lentre, dStates to de

" ‘common pa tem’ for

Curbs on inter-State movement against MHA guidelines: plea

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL
LT N N T

The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered the Centre
to meet Delhd, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana officials 1o de-
vise a2 “comumaon, undorm”
pass system lor inter-State
movement in the National
Capital Reglon (NCR) during
the pandemic.

Noting that the common
man should not suller, a
Bench led by Justice Ashok
Bhushan sadd the Centre and
the three States should meet
and decide in a week on a
COIMIMON Pass SysTem.

“The petition says that in
the NCR there should be one
policy, one pass recognised
by all the three States 1o
avoid confusion, dithculty to
COmmon man... Convene a
meeting of the States’ ofb-
clals and endeavour to ind
out 3 Ccommon programime
with respect to inter-State
movement in the NCR." the
court ordered.

Justice Bhvishan sad un
less there is a common sys-

Cut prices, clear building stock:

The SC has given a week's
time 10 deCsde on the iSSue. »

tem in the three States, they
would pass contradicting i
rectives and the Centre's gui
delines on movement may
become redundant.

Gurugram man's petition
The court was hearing a peti
tion hled by Gurugram resi
dent Rohit Bhalla who al-
leged that “complete sealing
of borders™ within NCR and
curbs on movement of at
zens were in violation of the
new guidelines of the Minis-
ury ol Home Alfairs.

The plea sought to declare

as unconstitutional the mea
sures adopted by the districe
administrations of Harvana
and LLP, which allegedly res
IRt Movement 1oF perimiissl
ble activithes due to "blanket
orders of sealing borders
without reasonable excep
tons”. Mr. Bhalla's petition
rederred to the April 29 arder
of Gurugram and Sonlpat
districts in Harvana, and the
May 1 pubbc statement by
the district administrations
of Gautam Buddha Nagar
and Ghaziabad in LLP,

*Residents of the NCR
who have family members or
loved ones ressding on either
side of the inter-State border
are facing harassmemt In
crossing the said borders in
cases of medical emergency
and essential needs. There is
no manner of expediting a
pass for medical emergen-
cies,” the plea claimed.

It has sought directions to
the three State povernments
of 10 set up a mechanism for
movemenl passes , as per
the MHA's guidelines.
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India’s unemployment rate
improvesd from the 45-year
high of 6.1% In 2001718 10
S.8% in 200819, says the
latest  Pertodic  Labour
Force Survey (PLFS), re
leased by the Ministry ol
Staristwes and Programme
Implementation on Thurs
day

The labour force paricl-
pation rate also improved
marginally, trom J6.9% in
200718 o 37.5% in 2018-19.
The labour force is defined
as people who are work
ing, or seeking work or
available for work

The report shows the
dip came across all catego
ries, though women and
rural workers showed the
MOS! improvement

Women's  unemploy
ment fell from 5% to
5.2%, while male unem-
ployment only fell from
6.2% to 6%. Urban unem-
plovment was still at a high
of 7.7% in 201819, a marg-
nal drop from 7.8% in 2017
18, while rural unemploy-
meent %,

Commerce Minister tells realtors that situation not going to improve in a hurry

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

LIs 1 R

Union Ratlways and Com
merce Minister Pivush Goval
has reportedly asked buil-
ders to cut prices and clear
unsald inventory tw “selling

bought at hagh prices. You
can think it as a bad decision
or an unfortunate situation
and move forward,” the Mi-
nister is seen saving in the vi-
deo.

He was addressing a bat-

—

New normal: A Teacher Quaao
ExIMNItIon

20U will now be held

SHO in U.P. procecds in cavalcade to

SLAUOI, [

Jended

Case lodged against him for violating social distancing rules

O8I AR BASHILY

LN SO

A police officer in Ambedkar
Nagar district was suspended
and a case lodeed azamst

standing in close proximity.
Behind the black jeep is a
white four-wheeler decorat-
ed with flowers, followed by
siren-blazing police escort

ckets and masks to Class 10 students at a school in Chennai on Thursday. The SSLC
e june 15 1o 25 after being postponed for the lockdown. en. jomw nasal mcan

COVID-19 cases
in Delhi cross
25000 mark

STAFT REPORTER

SES DiELM

Delhi reported 1,359 new

COVID-19 cases In the last 24

hours, taking the wtal o

25,004, said a health bulle-

tin released on Thursday.
This 15 the second biepest
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Capital witnesses cloudy
and pleasant day

o Dol b
it was a cloudy day in the
Capital with the maximum

temperature settling four

three degrees below normal

at 24 9 degrees. Some parts
of the city recerved traces of
ran during the day.

DUSU asks Kejriwal to
release special package

i Ful e

Two fresh chargesheets filed by
police in Delhi riots murder cases

One was the Killing of four Muslim youths while the other was Dilbar Negi case

ATAFY NEPORTER
NEW DL

Delhi Police on  Thursday
filed 1wo chargesheets before
a local count in connection
with alleged murder cases
during the communal vio
lence In porth-east Delhl in
February. While one of the
chargesheets was related 1o
the murder of four Muslim
vouths, Including two broth-
ers, the other one was Dilbar
Negi murder case.

Negi was killed during
rods in New Mustafabad and
based on evewinesses ac
counts and wechnical evi-
dences, 12 accused were ar-
rested in the case.

The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police filed both the a:!u:
gesheets bedore !

Magstrate Richa Parihar -.-hn
has put up the matters for
further hearing on june 18.
The chargesheets were filed
under Sections 147 and 48

People standing outside a house vandalised during nots in

Shiv VINar, siai seof0 sunmn susin vEsss

(riotingd, 49 (unlawful as-
sembly), 302 (murder), 201
(causing disappearance of
evidence) of the Indian Penal
Code. The offences entail a
maximum punishment of
death sentence.,

On February 27, four bo-

dies were recovered irnm
north-east Du-lhli

Hashim (19), the police said.
The brothers were

beaten to death by a nmh
when they were returning to
their house on the night of
February 26, the chargesheet
said.

ing night of February 2526,
during peak rioting, and two
of its members have been ar
rested, the chargesheet said.
The group had 125 members.
While some of the members
were only sending and receiv-
ing chats, few others were in-
volved in “active rioting”, the
podice said.

On the basis of eyewitness
accounts and technical evi-
dences, police arrested nine
people for murdering Hash-
im, while eleven were arrest-
ed for killing Amir,

The accused were identl-
fied as Rishabh, Sumit
Chaudhary, Ankit, Himanshu
Thakur, Pankaj, Jatin and sev
eral others who all are named
in the chargesheet with the
specific role they played dur-
ing riots and killing of Mus-
lims. “Pankaj was the group
admin. It was created to mo-
bilise crowd 1o attack Mus-
lims,” said a police officer.

She cannot shy away from liability under provisions of UAPA, says court

ATAFY HEFOETER
NIW LM

A Delhi court on Thursday
dismissed bail plea of Jamia
Coordination Committee
media coordinator Saloora
Zargar in connection with
north-east Delhi  violence
case.

Her advocate also submit-
ted that Ms. Zargar was “mis-
chievously™ arrested in the
present case by the Special
Cell of Dedhi Police 1o illegal-
Iy curtail her libenty upon
her release on bail in anoth-
o Case.

It was argued that regis-

record 1o show that she was
involved in Delhi rnots and
ly involved the provision of
the UAPA.

While not delving into the
merits of the case at this
stage, the court said, “the
statement recorded...cou-

Not an iota of truth in police’s
claim, asserts Umar Khalid

Activist says police using lockdown to target dissenters

JAIDELE DEO BHAN]

LIL ANl

Reacting to his name featur-
ing in a chargesheet Bled by
the Delhi police on the
north- cast Delhi riots, ac
cusing him of being a part of
a larger conspiracy that or-
ganised the riots and prot-
ests, lormer INU student and
activist Umar Khalid said
that there was not an kota of
truth in the police's claim.
Mr. Khalid sald that he
had not read the chargesh-
eet so could not comment
on the entirety of it but was
making his comment from
what he had gathered from
mexdia reports.
Looking at the way the en
tire investigation of the riots
has unfolded, Mr. Khalid ob-
served that the government
has used the lockdown as an
opportunity to crackdown
on people who disagree with
them. It does not come as a
surprise, for it has been a

Lmar Khalid

consistent  pattern, which
has emerged over the last six
years, ke, who have
been critical of the establish-
ment, are being implicated
in false and fabricated cases
and are jalled,” Mr. Khalid
sadd.

Targeted hunting

He added that whether it is
individuals like Harsh Man-
der or organisations ke Un-
ited Against Hate that fea-
ture in the chargesheet, all
of them have worked exten
sively on issues like commu-

nal harmony, seculartsm

‘Separate inquiry into

JMI violence not need
Police allege propagation of falsehox

STAFF REFORTER
NE W DL

The Delhi Police on Thurs-
day informed the Delhi High
Cour that there is no need of
separate ingquiry into the vior
lence at Jamia Millia Idamia
(JMD) last year as it was alrea

afhdavit said.

It stated that from the
electronic evidence - both
videos and photographs -
and also from the recorded
statements, it was “clear that
in the garb of students’ agita-
ton, what happened in facts

and justice lor commumnal
viodence victima. “It bs an up
side down world that we are
living in, in which these or
ganisations and individuals
that have worked for com
munal harmony are being
imphicated in communal vio-
lence cases,” sadd Mr. Khalid.

Speaking abowut the future
of the anti CAA-NRC-NRP
movement, he said that it
depends on a kot of factors
due o the crisis that has
emerged due to the pan-
demic like hunger and job
lessness. He hoped that the
government backiracks on
its divisive agenda in its res-
ponse o a nation that has
thrown up so0 many issues.
In the light of activists get-
ting arrested, he feels tha
over the last six years, there
have been many witch-hunts
against them but that has
not stopped people from
stepping up and wvolcing
their opinion.

‘No semester
exams for
intermediate
year students’

AFF REPORTER
-‘i'l'-‘-l'_ﬂllﬂl

Students in the interme-
diate years of Delhi Univer-
sity will not have to take
semester examinanons this
vear, guidelines detailing
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Cycle manufacturer lays
off nearly 700 employees

STAFF REMORTER
GRAILARAL
Shiv Kumar Dwived reached
his office, the Ghariabad-
basexd Atls Cyrdes manulac-
turing unat, hke any other
working day and with his
lunchbox in tow. But the
gates of the company where
he lad worked for theee de-
cades were firmdy shut.

Curous, he quencd with
the securny guard. “He
pointed his finger towards a
nutice on the wall. The notice
read that due to unavailabili-
ty of funds to keep the facto
Iy runmng, the management
has decided w close it We re-
peatedly adeed him 1o call so-
meone from the manage-
ment as we wanted to talk
face to face but we were
askad 10 go back home,” re-
counted Dwivedi

After grtting no satisfacto-
ry reply from the manage-
ment, the workers staged a
protest a the main gate but
Ghaziabad Police dispersed
them and threatened to book
them for violating lockdown
rules, said another worker.
who washed not to be named.

In the lurch

Around 700 workers
were laid off without any
notice period from the fac-
tory, located In Ske IV of
Sahibalesd. “Ar least they
|management] should
have given us prior notice
and some time to get
another job,” said Heman
Kumar, another worke

Workers are hopeful
that Atlas Cycles workers
Lmion will talk to the own-
ers and request them w
resume  operations.  Ma-
hesh Kumar, general secre-
tary of the umion, said that
there are around 1000
workers Induding empor-
ary and permanemt em-
plovees. "We have written
a letter to the Labour Com
mussioner of Ghaziabad
and requested him o call
for 2 meeting of man
ment and workers, ﬂ;{:
were laid off to resolve the
issue. The way workers
were laid off 1s unethical
and violated labour laws ™
said Mr, Mahesh,

Even after repeated at-
tempts, there was no res
ponse from the Atlas cy
cles managenent

S pryienchey v e

Cenatral Public Works Department

CORRIGENDUM No.2Z
RFP No: OB/EE/PEP/2020-21

In reference to advertisement for Sclectnion of System
Integrator for the Design, Development, Implementation and
Muintenunce of ERP Solunon for CPWD. (SH: RFP lor Hiring
of PMU Corsultants for ERP Implementation) published
m newspaper on | Tth May 2020 and comgendum no.l on
J0th May 2020, follow: ngs may noted:

The requirements of the qualifications, experiences and
professional skills etc. of the manpower resources and some
other terms and condmions of the referrod RFP have been
modifiad vide comgendum No. 2. For details visit

‘Govt. move to hike VAT on
fuel counterproductive’

Petrol dealers’ body seeks reliel

Fuel factor

Diesel price Difference
(as on June 4)
Dathi I 769,39
Haryana T e8| 16,00
Uttar Pradesh | I 63,45 | 5.94
Punjab P 633 | t6.09
Uttarakhand | I 63,71 | #5.68

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW D=

The Delhi Petrol Dealers
Assockation  (DPFDA) on
Thursday said that the Del-
hi government’s decision
to mcrease Value Added
Tax (VAT) on fuel, although
taken wich a good intention
0 INCrease revenue, IS
proving to be counterpro-
ductive as Uelh: = losing
both sales and revenue.

The association has re-
quested the government 1o
consider reducing VAT on
petroleum products and
give relief to the petrol
dealers and the public a
large.

The assaciation also said
that Delhi's petrol pump
dealers have lost 7% of
diesel sales In May on a
yeAr-on-year comparison
despite the lockdown res-
mnicoons being cased as the
State mecreased VAT on
both diesel and petral 1o a
historkc A

DPDA chiel Anil Bijlani
said, “The primary reason
for minimal recovery m
diesel sales Is the rate diffe-

SO DD

O e
reason for minimal
recovery in diesal
sales bs the rate
difference of
around 17 lare
with neighbouring
States. resulting in
Di¢lhi losing its
sales and revenue
1o the adjoining
Slales

SRECINENT
Ui Sy Desber. vsnoe o

sabes and revenue to the ad-
jotning States.”

He sald thar wehicles
bringing in essential com-
modities to Delhi were
fuelling from Delhi till May
5 bur after the increase 1n
VAT, they were fuelling
from neghbouring States,

The association said that
Delha, as a State, can garner
maximum VAT revenue by
increasing sales if the Delhi
government reverts the
hike and reduces the VAT
ratcs and keep it lower than
the naaghbouring States by
at least 12/lre. The reduc-




NGT asks UPPCR
(o submit report

STAFF REFORTER
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Following a plea I en-
croachment and illegal con-
struction on a land reserved
for a stadium in Meerut, the
Natonal Green Tribunal has
sougi a report from the Ut-
tar Pradesh Polution Control
Board.

Taking note of an act:on
taken report furmished by the
Meerut Development Auth-
ority, a Bench headed by Jus-
tice Adarsh Kumar Goel said,
“The report docs not show
tangible final acton taken
while problem s acknow-
ledged. Let the necessary ef-
fective steps be taken in ac-
cordance with law and
further report filed.”

Haryana government to
open schools from July

Buses started plving on inter-State routes from Wednesday

SPEDTAL (0NN YT
ClANLIGADDR

The Haryana government
will reopen schools in a
phased manner across the
State from july.

From Wednesday, It res-
umed plying of buses on in-
ter-State routes that were
discontinued amid the
lockdown followmg the CU-
VID-19 outbreak.

Education Minister Kan-
war Pal told reporters that
the gpovernment wall reo
pen schools from July and
take feedback from teach-
ers, parents and expers
about bolding classes in
shifts, kecping m mind the
norms of secial distancing.

Phased
“First, Classes 10, 11 and 12
will be started in July, in the
next phase Classes 6, 7, 8
and 9, and then Classes | 1o
S will start. We will also run
demn session of classes to
see how social distancing
will be ensured. We will
come to know about any
other possible problems
that coukl be Faced when
the schools are open,” he
said.

NIr. Pal said colleges and

of Haryana on Thursday. e

umdversinies will open in
August.

Menwhile, the State go-
vernment has resumed In-
ter-State public transport
services and tesed Stan-
dard Operatng I'rocedures
in accordance with the gut-
delines issued by the Unson
Ministry of Home Affairs re-
garding inter-State travel in
buscs.

Travel norms

An othcial statement said

passengers intending to un-
dertake inter State traved

must cary their proof of

Trathic in full flow near Sagnature Tower in Gurugram Astrict

identity and tickets n ceith
¢r electronic mode or phys-
ical form.

Apart from this, the bus
staft as well as passengers
must have “Aarogya Setu”
app downloaded in their
mobile phones wath all re-
levant detalls flled In.

State Transpaort Depart-
memt Director General Vi
render Dahaya said on Wed
nesday that except for
Delhl, bus services have
been resumed and public
transport services on most
routes will be operational
by Thursday.
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Amid curbs, Muslims arrange for
cremation of Pandit neighbour

The body was also carried by them for last rites in the Valley

PEERZADA ASHIQ
Ll HLTIFEY |

Ar a ume when funerals are
restricted w0 close family
members in red aomes due 10
the COVID-19 scare, a group
of local Muslims joined aPan
dit famuly m the last rites, as
Just around a dozen Pandit
Cimilies are left in Bandipo-
ra's Kuloosa village after up-
surge of migancy m the
190e,

The locals arranged the
things used for the last rites
as per Hindu rituals, amid
the mplementatyon of lock
down measures following
fresh cases reported In Ban-

dipora distrct in the past two
days.

“Local Muslmms made spe-
clal arrangements o perform
the last rites. Firewood was
arranged for cremation. The
body was also shouldered by
Mushms. [t's our duty to en
sure thar we are with our
Pandit neighbours through
thick and thin,” Abdul Qadar,
a villager, smd

The farmily of deceased Ra
ni Bhat, wife of Motl Lal Bhat,
did not leave the Valley when
militancy broke out and the
forced megration of hundreds
of Pandit families in the Val
ley. Maintaining soclal dis-

tancing, the mourners, i
cluding scores of Muslims,

were seen bemg a part of the
cremation ritvlk.

Social distancing
“Locals visited the bereaved
famuly one by one and ex
pressed thelr condolences.
We mainained social dis-
tancing but ensured the fami-
Iv do not mourn the death all
alone,” the villager added.
The plctures of the crema-
ton went viral online, as o
cal boys were seen participat-
ng in the last ntes of the
minority community in the
Siate.

Youth gets bail in CAA protest case

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LUCENDOW
A yourh whose family had
cleimed he was a2 minor has
been granted bai by the Alla-
habad High Court in the case
ol .Ilh"gﬂl rioting and wvior
lence by protesters demon-
strating agamnst the Citmen
ship Amendment Act (CAA)
In Azamgarh in February.
The youth was among the
20 arrested and 35 named in
the FIR in connection with
the protests at Maukina Al

Jauhar Park in Bllanaganj on
February 4-5. The accused

faced several charges includ-
ing crominal conspiracy, sedh
tion, attempt to murder and
rioting. The protesters, com-
prising a large mumber of wo-
men, however, had acoused
the police of brutality with
out provocation and forceful-
ly dispersing them with Lahi-
charge, keaving several per-
sons injured.

One of the co-accused, Ta
hir Madni, the general secre-

tary of Rasheriva Ulema
Council, a local political out-
ht, was granted bal in the
casc by the court on May 15

A Bench of Justice Sidd
harth granted ball to the
youth, who was languishing
n jail since February 6

“Iwe casc of the appbcant
stands on identical footing
iwith Mr. Madnis baib,
hence the applicant is also
entitled Jor bail on the
ground of parity,” the court
said in an order dated June 2.

LLP. Minister
to undergo
COVID-19 test

OMAR RASHID
LUCERTW

Suresh Khanna, a scmor A
nister in the Uttar Pradesh
Cabviese=t, huax decided w0 o
dergo a COVID-19 test days
after he visited a hospital in
Mecerut where positive pa
tents were reported.

Mr Khanna hokds the 6-
nance, parlimentary al-
fairs and medical education
portfolios and is an cight
ume MLA from
5|l.-l||j.‘|.1|q_.ml.

The Mimisder said he has
gone under home quaran
tine on *medical advice”
and would pet himself rest-
ed on June 5.

“T am carrying ot all nd-
ficial work from home and
gathenng informatnon
about the services In medi-
cal «colleges through
phone.” Mr. Khanna said in
a tweet.

He, however, darihed,
he did not have any symp-
toms of COVID-19 and was
“completely healthy "

On June 1, Mr. Khanna
had carried an inspection
of the Lala Lajpat Rai Med:
cal College in Meerut and
the Saharanpur Nedical
College. He had also alleg-
edly met some of the pa
tents. Following this, spec
ulation over his health
SLalis grew.

Group seeks law against mob lynching in Assam

Campaign launched after death of two men in separate cases within a week

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

deal with mob lynching as an  hat district after a two-wheed-

district™s Hajo, about 35 km
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Chhattisgarh
suspends IAS
officer charged
with rape

SIDIARTH YADAY

LI

Chhattisgarh Chief Minis
ter Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday directed Chiel
Secretary R.P. Mandal to
suspend an LAS othcer who
has been charged with rap
ing a woman, and o
launch a high-level inquiry
into the allegations.

The Chhantisgarh police
had on Wednesday regis-
tered a case against the
2007 barch IAS ofhcer, who
is the former Collector of
Janygir Champa, on charg
es of raping a woman on
the collectorate premises
after threatening to re-
move her husband from
gOvernment service.

Janak Prasad Pathak al-
legedly raped the woman
on May 15, when he held
the office of Collector. He
also repeatedly semt her
obscene messages and
threats on the mobile
phone, the woman told the
Janjgir police. He was ap-
pointed director of land re-
cords last week.

The government, in ex-
ercise of powers conferred
by Sub-rule () of Rule 3 of
the All India Services (Dis-
cpline and Appeal) Rules,
1969, has passed an order
suspending him with im-
mediate efiect. Prima facie,
his conduct *has been
found 1o be unbecoming of
an officer and is violate of
rule 3 of A (Conduct)
Rules, 1968," said the order
issued by the General Ad

B T e L T T

Row over PMC's move
to scrap tie-up with PFI

Outhit was helping bury COVIDA9 victims from minority groups

SHOLUMOJIT BANEN)EE

U NE

The Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration (PMC) decision to re
voke its ticup with social
outfit Popular Front of India
(PFD w0 bury COVIDAS vic-
tims from the minority com-
munity, has evoked sharp
condemnations from the
PFI's Pune unit and Mushim
and Ambediarite outfins.

The PF1, which has facili-
tated the final rites of 107 pe
ople irrespective of their rels
ghon, sadd it was shocked by
Municipal Commissioner
Shekhar Galkwad's order to
this effect on Tuesday.

The PMC’s order came af-
ter former chief minister and
Leader of Opposition Deven-
dra Fadnavis opposed the
PFI's association with the
PMC, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation and
other civic bodles in the
State. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader, in a tweet,
had accused the PF1 of hr.'ing
an “anti-national™
tion, alluding to its :.Ileped
involvernent in the anti-CAA
riots in New Delhi.

Razi Khan of the PFI's
Pune unit said, “We have so
far facilitated the burial of
200 bodies across six dis-
tricts, including Pune, Au
rangabad, Nanded, Parbhani
and Malegaon. In some in-
stances, we even took the
responsibility of carrying the
body of Hindu people to the

crematorium, Religion

The PMC's move came after
Devendra Fadnavis criticised

the tee-up. =srawt Feoto

based politics should not be
permitted o thrive anywh-

ere, and especially not at the
time of a pandemic.”

Sources said it was BJP
leader and Mayor Murbidhar
Mohol who urged Mr. Gaik-
wad to scrap the tie-up.

“The PMC, which is domi
nated by the BJP, had no ob-
jection when we volunteered
to help with cremation of
COVID-I9 vicums. Now it ap-
pears the Mayor was pres
surised by Mr. Fadnavis 1o
scrap the civic body’s asso-
ciation with us,” said anoth-
er PF1 member.

Mr. Khan said that on the
day the direcuive was issued,
the PFI had helped bury five
bodies of Muslms and Chris-
tians despite the heavy raim.

Anjum Inamdar, founder
of the Mulnivasi Muslim
Manch, asked, "How is it that
Mr. Fadnavis did not object
to Pragya Singh Thakur, des
pite having been indicted in

the Malegaon blasts, being
elected MIPP™ Mr. Inamdar's
organisation, along with the
I'F1, had been tasked by the

PMC 1o facilitate the burial of

minority community mem
bers who déed of the vinus.

*There have been several
cases where relatives have
flatly refused to perform the
Last rtes or even take the bo-
dy o the ambulance. We
have even helped perform
the last rites of those who
did not dhie of COVID-19." Mr.
Inamdar said.

He sald last week, the son
of a senior citizen from Ma-
harshi Nagar did not get any
help from neighbours and
relatives to bury his father.
“The body lay there for five
howrs before someone called
us. We have never ques-
tioned the religion of a per
son while performing these
services. It is condemnable
of Mr. Fadnavis to play polit-
ics at such a time,” he said.

Rahul Dambale, who
heads the Ambedkarite Re-
publican Yuva Morcha, said
it was unfortunate that Mr.
Gaikwad and the PMC had
succumbed to pressure from
Alr. Fadnavis. *The PF1 and
the Mulnivasi Mudim Manch
have been performing yveo-
man service in helping to bu-
ry these orphan dead bo
dies. Who will take this
responsiblity? We strongly
condemn the PMC's direc
tive and urge that it should
be taken back,” he said.

H.A. Rajeev, Metropolitan Commissioner, MMRDA, visits the
site for Phase 2 of the hospital at BXC on Thursday. »wiav san

MMRDA chief denies
BJP claims, says no
damage to hospital

atients shifted out to return soon

AJEET MAMALE
ML Ml

Even as Cyclone Nisarga was
approaching Mumbai, a ms-
nor political storm  was
brewing in connection with
the COVID-9 hospital built
by Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development Auth-
ority (MMRDA) at the Ban-
dra Kurla Complex, with
several leaders of the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party (BJP) alleg-
ing that the hospital was
damaged in the cydone.
R.A. Rajeev, Metropolitan
Commassioner, MMRDA, on
Thursday clarifed that
there was no damage to the
makeshift hospital bullt for
non-critical COVID-19 pa-
tients. “The hospital is de
signed  considering  the

pums i b muves i S F Bl e

Ameet Satam wrote to the
MMRDA demanding a pro-
ject cost sheet.

Mr. Rajeev said only a few
tin sheets along the boun-
dary had Gllen. “We are re-
pairing that, but the main
hospital has not been dam
aged. Even the toilet blocks
and the hospital structure of
Phase 2 [being built] has not
been damaged,” he said, ad-
ding that the facility will not
be impacted during the
monsoon and patients will

slart returming soon.

Patients moved to NSCI

Around 240 patkents had
been shifted from the CO-
VID-19 care centre in BKC to
the facility set up at the NSCI
dome in Worli on Tuesday.
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+Campaign seeks healthy air

AMMTYA ANAND
MLUWRAD

A 12-year-old chimate acti
vist's campaign secking
healthy air after the lock

down will use the World En-
vironment Day plarform on
Friday to amplify its demand
that the government ensure
that particulate matter (I'M)
2.5 levels in cies remain of
60 micrograms per cubic
mele

PM 2.5 particles are fine
pollutants that invade the
smallest of airways. The safe
lmix of PM 2.5 ks 0-60.

The campaign, #£5aalB-
harG0, unveiled by Harid-
war based Ridhima Pandcy,
will have codebrites, actvists
and cidzens holding placards
demanding ‘Clean Alr for All°
and sharing images on social
media by taggmg various pe
ople in government and oth
er agencies who can bring
abourt this change.

The campaign demands
that the government put in
place mecasurcs to ensure
that the PM 2.5 levels in cities
18 60 micrograms per cubilc
mietre, whach is the safe limit
for 24 hours as prescribed by
the Central Iollution Control
Board (CPCE). This will en-
sure a safe and healthy envi-
rosmend as well as boost the
hght agmnst COVID-19, aler
the lockdown.

Mumba! s listed as one of
the L2 non-attainment cities
Ol o oon et the Nation-
al Ambient Air Quality Stan-
dards) under the CPCB's Na

even after lockdown ends

push for safe levels of particulate matter
'ﬂ

CLEANER AIR

Sence the first phase of the kackoown from March 24, Mumba
N <o 2 dip in pollutant levels durig 3 four phates.

MUMEAI
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tions. " The idea for it was o
culmmate on June 5 ccle
brated as World Environ
ment Day,” she said.

Als. Kumar said the images
received from prople across
India will be compiled on
their website and a poster
coldlage will be created. “This
collage will be sent o Envi
vomment Minister Prakash Ja-
vadckar, Union Health Mmis
ter Dr. Harsh Vardhan as well
as the emvironment ministers
of all States.” she sadd.

Accortding o data by Ur-
ban Emiswons (India), an in

dependent rescarch group

(Lritt in gy mi)

26| 15
62 | 188
9.3 1.5
670 | 819
5124 4079
201 | 163

mentation, which is what
Mumbai neceds,” said Bhag
wan Kesbhat, founder of
Waatavaran  Foundation,
which s supportng this
campaign.

Sarath Guttikunda, direc
tor of Lrban Emissions,
sSaalBhare0 s achievable.
“It 5 hard work but very
mach possible. We need 10
clean every source of tran
SporT, Industry, waste, cook
ing, heating, Lighting and
roads.” he said.

Sumaira Abdulali, conve-
nor of Awaaz Foundation

and member of the Maha

W
The Bombay High Court has
allowed a2  23-year-old

unmarmicd woman to term-
nate her 23-week pregnancy
and observed that continu
ing & will lead to a nsk of
“grave physical and mental
injury to her”.

A Dmision DBench of
justices S.). Kathowalla and
Surendra Tavade was recent-
ly hearing a plea filed by a
woman from  Ratnagiri
sccking permission to termi
nate the pregnancy

The woman was in a rela
tonship with a man from
Ratnagiri, but the two later
broke up. After the lock-
down was announced I
March, she could not visit a
doctor and it was only afier

port on May I8 ﬂ:u she
learnt she was pr

The Medical Tﬂmhmiuﬂ
of Pregnancy (MTP) Act,
1971, permits termanation of
pregnancy up to 20 weeks,
beyond which the courts
have o decide.

She said it would be ex-
tremely difhcult for her to
carry the pregnancy to us
full term, because she would
not be able 1o rakse the child
as an unmarried single pa-
rent withows sufbcient finan-
cial and mental support. She
said it would not be possible
for her to ger married In fu-
ture because of the “social
stigma” attached 1o being an
unwed mother. The petition
also saxd she = mentally not
ready to be a mother.

rected the Uil Hospital
Ranagirl, o constiiue 2
medical board of qualified
doctors to give an opinion
under the MTP Act on
whether undergoing the
procedure posed any health
risks 1o the woman.

The board recommend-
ed, “Continuation of preg
nancy would lead to grave

mjury to the her mental
health. .. It is advizable w ter-

minate the pregnancy.”

The court allowed the
woman to terminate the
pregnancy by observing,
“We are of the view that If
the petitioner is compelled
o continue with her preg:
nancy, thc samc will involve
a nsk of grave physical and
mental injury to her™

Inifiate an INgQuiry mto the
hospltal before allowing pa-

thents 1o return. He alleged
that there were already leak-
ages in the faclicy. BIP MLA

gen faglity beds while the
other 504 have axygen sup-
ply. Ground work for con-
struction of the second
phase is also under way.
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LS and China must rebuild mumaal rrust 1o
avoid a new kind of cold war

he US. government’s declsion to bar passenger
planes from China from june 16 is but another in-
stance of rising tensions between the two coun-
trics. A trade war which President Donald Trump
launched in 2018 is yet to be resolved fully. In recent
mooths, Mr. Trump wnd other officials in the adminis-
tration had antacked China over its handling of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. The U.S. has also decided o end
Hong Kong's special trade status m protest against Beij-
ing’s mowve to introduce a new national security law for
the Special Administrative Region. Repeated targeting
of China by Washingron and Beijing’s retaliatory moves
make it look like the world’s largest and second largest
cconomies have entered mto a new cold war, Admm:s
tration ofhcials say the decision on flights = in response
1o Chima’s refusal to allow US. airlines 1o resume flights
to the country. China had introduced restrictions on in-
ternational flights in March, in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, and most of those curbs are still in place.
Disputes such as this could be resolved through talks
andd cooperation. China has abready semt signals off de-
escalation, allowing forelgn airlines 1o resume flights on
a limited scale starting June 8. Whether or not Mr.
Trump kas a rechink, the larger problem is the US.'s ov
crall approach towards China, which has taken an in-
creasingly hostile turn in the last four years
From trade and technology to the pandemic and
Hong Kong, the battle lines have been drawn - China,
which the Pentagon called “a revisionist power” in
2018, 1s the main rival of Washington, a position which
the Soviet Union held during the Cold Was. Ties bet-
ween China and the US. are still not as bad as they were
between the Soviet Union and the US. Beljing and
Washington are still economically and financially en-
tangled. The world is not divided into two ideological
blocs, as it had been during the Cold War, The possibil-
ity of 2 military confrontation is very low. But the era of

A chill in US.-China relations

A binary choice between the US. and China is likely to test India’s capacity to maintain strategic and decisional autonomy

VIJAY COKHALE

slew of recent announce
ments on China by US. Pre
dent Donald Trump s a
clear indication that the competi-
tion between the US. and China is
Akecly to sharpen in the post-CO
VID world. On May 29, the Trump
administration sald it would re-
voke Homg Kongs special rade
status under US. law. The admi
nistration also passed an order
Amiting the entry of certam Cha
nese graduate students and re
searchers who oy have ties o the
People's Liberation Army. The LS.
President has also ordered finan
cial regulators to closely examine
Chinese firms listed in U.S. stock
markets, and wamned those that do
not comply with 1.5 Laws could be
delisted.

Complicit in China’s rise

Americans have had 2 strange fas-
cination for China ever since the
carly 1900s when Protestant mas
sionanes decided that it was God's
work 1o bring salvaton to the Chi-
nese. Books ke The Good Earth by
Pearl S. Buck and Red Star Owr
China by Edgar Snow in the 1900s
romanticased the country. Even af
ter the Chmese communists sezed
power, the Americans hoped to
colabit with Mao Zedong in a
world wnder US. hegemony. The
Chinese allowed them to beleve
this and extracted their price. U.S.

Firrwd v Tl arTuasd W dermm v § i

order 1o normalise relations with
China In 1978; President George
HW. Bush washed away the sins of
Tananmen in 1989 for ephemeral
gcopolinical gain; and Bill Chinton,
who as a presdental candidate
had criticised Bush for indulging
the Chinese, i as Presi-
dent to usher the country into the
World Trade Orgamzation at the

expense of American business. All
American adminisiradons since

the 1960s have been complicit in
China’s rise in the unrealised hope
that it will become a ‘responsible
stakeholder’ under Pax America
na.

Disguising its real purpose

The Chinese are hard nosed and
unsentimental about the LS. They
have always pursued America with
a selfish purpose, albedt couched
in high principle, They havwe spo-
ken words that the Americans
wanted to hear  ant Soviet rhe
toric during the Cold War and mar-
ket principles thereafier - to dis-
guise their real purpomse of
thwarting US. hegemony. Ever
since Cold Warnor John Foster
Dulles spoke n 1958 of weaning
China and other “saellites™ away
From the Soviets through regime
change, known as “peaccful evolu
ton”, cvery Chinese leader from
Chairman Mao tw President Xi
Jinping has been clear-eved that
the ULS, represents an existential
threat to the contmued supremacy
of the commumist regime. Mao put
it best, when he told high-ranking
leaders in November 1959, that the
"LLS. is attesnpting to carry oul its
aggression and exparnsion with a
much more deceptive tactic... In
other words, it wants to keep its

ﬂr—*".’ q'".l"‘ q“““m‘ e ELe A T T
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werse. China is building an alter-
nate trading system (the Belt and
Road Initiative); a multilateral
banking system under its control
(Aslan Infrastructure Investment
Rank, New Development Bank); its
own global positioning system
(BaaDou); dygmal payment plat
forms (WeChat I'ay and Alipay); a
world-class digital network (Hua-
wei 5GY, ctting-edge technolog-
cal processes in sunrise industries;
and a modern milntary force. It is
domg ths under the noses of the
Americans and some of &t with the
financlal and technological re
souirces of the West,

Voices of caution have been few
and far between, among them pol
itical sclentist john Mearsheimer,
who wrote in 2008 thut the rise of
Chima would not be peaceful anall,
but the world chose to believe
Gencral Secretary of the Commu
nist Party of China Hu Jintao’s as-
surances about “peaceful rise”.
When saellie evidence showed
that China was building military
installations in the South China
Sea, China's Southeast Asian
neighbours and the U.S. preferred
to believe assurances o the con-
trary given by Mr. Xi on the Lawns
of the White House in 2015,

It is only under Mr. Trumgp that

thn Rrmmarven s e Bean e s o e o

2017 Natonal Security Strategy
document that, perhaps for the

first time, clubbed China along
with Rurssia as a challenge to Amer
ican power, influence and inter
ests. His recent China-specific res-
rictions on wade and legal
migration are, possibly, only the
beginning of a serious re-adjus-
ment.

A hull specrum debate on Chi-
na is mow raging across the US.
Former White House Chief of Staff
Steve Bannon declared that the
LS. is already at war with Chma.
Others hke diplomat Richard
Haass and former president of the
World Bank, Robert Zoellick, wamn
that a new Cold War will be a mis-
take. Scholar juhan Gewirtz, in his
brilliant essay. ‘The Chincse Reas
sessment of Imterdependence’,
talles abwout a sienilar process under
way in Reijing Both sides are
acutcly aware how closcly their
cconomuics arc bed together: from
farm to factory, the U.S. Is heavily
dependent on supply chalns in
Chira and the Chinese have been
unabie to break free of the dollar,
If Mr. Trump's wish is to discntan
gle China's supply chains, Mr. Xiis
equally determined o escape
from the US. ‘chokebold” on wechr
nology. To what extent the de-cou
pling is possible 1 yet to be deter
mined, but one thing is inevitable,
India will become part of the col-
Eterad damage.

The Hong Kong guestion

Will Hong Kong become a game-
changer in the post-COVID world?
China™s decision 1o enact the new
natiomal security baw for Hoog
Komg has been condemned in une
ison by the U.S. and its Western al-

.lﬂ- | ql""‘-ﬂ-"lh‘ e o hlmqﬂ #’ﬂﬂ'

may, possibly, be entering the ide-
ological domain. For some tme
now there are reports about Chi-
nese interference in the internal
affamrs of democracics. Countrics
in the West have tackled this mdi-
vidually, always mindful of not jeo-
pardising their trade with China,
Hong Kong may be different. It is
not only a bastion for Western cap
italism in the East, but more m-

the torch-bearer of West-
e democratic eals. Think of i
as a sort of Statue of Liberty; it
holds aloft the torch of freedom
and democracy for all those who
pass through Hong Kong en route

toy China. This is an assaub on be-
liefs, so to speak.

This comes on the back of not
unreasonable demands tha: China
should come dlean on ks errors of
ouniission in the early days of 00
VIDH9, when greater transparency
and quacker action maght have pre
vented, or at least mitigated, the
pandemic. In the months ahead,
more Information may become
public, from sources inside China
itself, about the shortcomings of
the regime, that will further fuel a
debate on the supenonty of the
Chinese Model as an alternative o
democracy. Will this form the ide-
ological underpinning for the
birth of a new Cold War? That wall
depend on who wins in Washing-
ton in November; on whether pro-
it will aggain trump politics in Eu-
rope; and on how skalfully the Woli
Warmors of China can manipulste
global public optmson. The hnes
are beginning to be drawn bet-
weenn the Americam on the one
sitde andd China on the ather, A b
ary choice is hikely to test o the b
mit India‘’s capacity to maintain
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ON AIMETCa N an elecTion Vear Mal Nas Déen Daleraa
by the pandemic and the deepest economic downturn
since the Great Depression, tensions with China are ex-
pected to skyrocket in the coming months. Washington
wanted an enenry and it found it i China. Unbess the
leaders of both countries change their course and re-
build the lost mutual confidence, a new kind of cold
war would be forced upon the world.

Killing Gajah
A culture of exploitation led to the painful
death of an elephant in Kerala

n outpounng of gref has followed the death of a
pr elephant in Kerala, the treacherous use
of a food bomb causing widespread revulsion
and anger. Scores of elephants are killed every year in
India as thelr paths cross those of humans, bus the im-
age of a mortally wounded animal standing impassively
in a river in Palakiad as life ebbed out of it will remain
imprinted on the mind. Whether the booby-trapped pr-
neapple that took its life was intended for elephants or
other animals matters littde, because such traps litter
the troubled landscapes that surmound forests across
the country. The tragic fate that befell this creature, ho
wever, is a ghastly reminder of the rising conflicts bet-
ween lumans amnd animals that are only destined 10
grow as commercial pressures eat into already dimin-
ished habitat. The perpetrators may be prosecuted for
the clephant’s death, but that can do litle to mitigate
the larger issue of lost ranges and blocked comidors for
these wanderving giants. India has thousands of ele-
phants - just under 30,000 according w avallable
counts - but no strong science-imbued policy that en-
courages soft landscapes and migrating passages that
will reduce conflict. Ironically, Union Environment Mi-
nister Prakash Javadekar invoked Indian culture to de
plore what happened In Kerala, but it is the lack of 2
scientific culture and the readiness to spare forested
lands from commercial explostation that is eviscerating
nature, Even during the lockdown in April, the Ministry
corvened video conference meetings of the National
Board for Wildlife and the Expent Appradsal Commitiee
to clear disruptive projects in protected areas.
Shrinking ranges and feeding grounds for elephants
cause serious worry, because the animals look for soft
Eandscapes adjoining forests such as coffee, tea and car-
damonm estates, and in the absence of these, wander in-
to food-rich farms falling in their movement pathways.
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Swiss cheese and defence reforms

The holes in the three cheese slices comprising the defence set-up must align for a nation to be prepared militarily
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MANMOHAN BAHADUR

e Swiss cheese model s as-

soclated with accident inves-

FRZARION N an OTEANISAton or
a system. A system consists of mul-
tiplc domains or layers, cach hav
mg some shortcomings. These
Livers are visualised In the model
as slices of Swiss cheese, with the
holes in them being the imperfec-
tons. Normally, weaknesses get
nulified, other than when, at
some point, the holes in every
slice align 1o let 3 hazard pass
through and cause an accident.

Three slices in defence set-up

When applied to a naton's de-
fence pre . the Swiss
cheese model, inits simplest form,
works the reverse way. The slices
represent the major constituents
n 2 nation’s war-making potential,
while the holes are y

through which the domains inte
ract. At the macro level, there are
only three slices wath holes in
each. These must align 1o ensure
that 3 naion’s defence posture s
in tune with its political objectives;
any mismatch may turn out to be
detrimental to the nation’s aarma
samman (self-respect) when the
balloon goes up. In these days of
the Aatrcanigh har Blearat Abhivan,
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a clinical B necessary w
obviate any missteps that may
prove costly a few years or de-
cades down the lire.

in the Indian defence set-up,
the three slices are: one, the poli-
cymaking apparatus comprising
the Department of Military Affairs
(DMA) and Ministry of Defence
(Maob»; two, the defence research
and development (R&D) establish-
ment and domestic manufactur-
ing industry, and three, the three
servaices. When the Mol alone ex
isted, a certam relationship bet:
ween the three lavers saw Indla
prosscute four major wars since
inde . The holes in the
three shoes were algned to diffe
rent degrees and hence the results
were varked in each confiict; that
the system reguired an overhaul
would be an understatement.

mudw:rn:smhugu'm
able, because the advent of smart
munitions, computer processing,
networking capabilitiecs and the
skyrocketing cost of cqupment
brough: in the concept of parallel
warfare. § application of
tonls of national power became an
imperative. Thus, it became cssen
tial for muilitaries to be joant to ap
ply violence in an economical way
— economical in terms of ume, ca-
wialties, costs incurred, and paliti-
cal gains achxved The sctting up
of the DMA and the creation of the

post of Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
to achleve ¢ are the most
fundamental changes; as further

modifications and mﬂkllq take
place in the way the services pre-

pare to go to war, it is imperative
that thc transformation be

thoughe through with clinacal ana-
lysis, without any external, emo-
tional, political or rhetorical

pressure

Access to the right equipment
India’s security managers have to

factor (n the increasingly bellige-
rent posture of the country’s two
adversaries. Terromst actvitics
have not reduced in Jammu and
Kashmir, ongolng Incidents along
the northern border with China do
not foretefl a peaceful future, and
the China Pakistan nexus can only
be expected to grt stronger and
portentous. Such a security envi-
ronment demands that capability
acoretion of the three services pro-
ceed unhindered. To elaborate,
the Indian Air Foroe at @ memimum
reguires 300 fighters to bolster its
squadron strength; the Army
needs guns of all types; and the
Navy wants ships, helicopters, etc.
The requirements arc worth bil
lions of dollars bur with COVID-19-
Induced cuts In defence spending,
and their diversion 10 the sxcial

sector, getting all of them s 4 joint
mirage. Enter the well-meaning
government diktat for buying indi-
genous only, but for that. in-house
RED znd manufacturing entiDes
have 1o play ball. Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited can, at best, pro-
duce just cight Tejas fighters per
vear presently; the Army has had
to import rifles due to the fallure
of the Defence Research and Deve-
lopment Organisation to produce
them; and the Navy has eamest
hopes that the hull designs that its
internal R&D makes get the vital
innards for going 10 war. So, the
Swiss cheese shice repressnting in-
digenous R&D and a mamufactur-
g supply chain tha: cnsures qual
ity war-hghting equipment, at the
right tme and in required quant-
ties, Is stlll some years away. Wars
cannor be fought and won on well-
meaning policy intentions and na
tionalist rhetoric; wars are won
when war fighters have access w0
'I::‘ right equipment 1o prosecute
them.

Urcatung theatrc commands
The forthcoming reform of creat-
theatre commands Iz the mos:
d aboust result nfjni:ntm-_m -
pected from the Swiss choese slice
in which lie the DMA and a res
tructured MoD. Domng so would be
a shake-up of huge proportions as
it strikes at the very foundation of
the warhghting structure of the
services. The three year deadiine
spoken about by the CDS must
take Into account the not-so-com-
fortable state of eets of each ser-
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carved up for each theatre. The
Chinese announced their ‘theater-
isation’ concept in 2015; it 15 still
work in progress. The U.S. had a
I:ruhIrT' debare for decades before
the Goldwater-Nichols Act came
into force in 1986, Turf wars are
not a patent of any one nation.
New ijps take tme to
smooth out, and in the arena of
defence policymaking, which is
where the DMA and MoD lie, the
clement of ume has a valuc of its
own: any rammung through, just to
meeup.lhlrlyded.lredmllm,
could result in creating a not-so-
optimal war-hghting organisation
to our detnment.

$o, the three services that con-
stitute the third Swiss cheese slice
have to contend with the other
two slices being in a state of fux
for some ttme to come. [t's a no-

. The polirical, civil and
military leadership must have
their feet Airmly on ground to en
surc that the holes in thewr Swiss
cheese continue to stay algnad;
impractical dmelines and pres-
sures of public pronouncements
must not be the drivers in such a
fundamental overhaul of our de
fence apparatus. To paraphrase
Deng shun publicity and
build capahility first,
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Are social media platforms the arbiters of truth?

PARLEY

'
Mishi Choudhary
is legal director of
Software Freedom

Law Centre, New
York, U.S.

Rishab Bailey

&5 a legal
consuilant al the
Nationd Institile of

Thev need to bring changes to their moderation
and bring grievance redressal mechanisms

In the midst of the massive protests
that have erupted in the US. follow-
ing the death of an African-Ameri-
can man in police custody, social
media platjorm Twitter decided to
do something it had avoded for sev-
eral years: call out some of Presi-
dent Donald Trumps 1weels as in-
correct information and as againg
its policies. This prompted Mr.
Trump to warn social media plat-
forms of stricter controls via an Ex-
ecutive Order. It also prompied
anuther social media giant, Faore-
book, to state that they did not want
to take similar action since they did
not want to be ‘arbiters of truth'.
These developmenis bring into fo-
cus the kel t.fiﬂitﬂwmrﬂl the s
cial media giants have in the dis-
serunaiton of the public discourse,
and raise questions on how these
platforms should regulaie content.
Mishi Chowdhary and Rishab Bai-
ley discuss these issues in a comver-
sation moderated by P.J. George.
Edited excerpts:

Twitter and Facebook go 1o
great extents to avoid

‘arbiter of truth’ label. But they
apply their terms of use
selectively on erring users.
Even on Mr. Trump, Twitter did
not act on his tweets for a long
time. In this sense, are they not
arbiters of truth already?

Mishi Choudhary (MC): 1 think
truth is an accident on these plat-

forms. They are actually creators of
engagement, who wish to usurp all
human attention. The:r entire busi-
neds model feeds on that. But inevit-
ably the question will rise about
whether you are for truth or against
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to take responsibility for something,
they just want to bow out and tell us
that they are private phaforms tha
[have their] own rules and regulbe-

ton: and community guidcelines.
That 158 why sockety has to decide

what it wants to do, now that infor-
pation distribution s by people

who dont care, and who prioritise
cngagement over truth.

Rishab Bailey (RB): This behs-
viour as “arbiters of truth™ arises
out of four Gactors. Firs, the Com-
munications Decency Act in the
U.S., empowers intermediaries to
make decisions regarding content,
which & seen a8 avoiding govern-
meny! intervention and, therefore,
protecting speech. Second, these
entities are typically seen as private
platforms that have the right to
choose the coment. Third, the user-
platfonn relagomship s governed by
contracts that give platforms a great
deal of power in deciding what they
will permit. Fourth, there are pract:
cal considerations. Often declisions
need to be made in real tme, such
as when illegal or harmful content,
including terrorist attacks or sucide
attempts are bemg streamed. Also,
the sheer volume of content being
exchangsd on these plaforms
makes it difficult or impractical for
external decision makng.

Facebook and Twitter have a

over the se of
mlﬂ'pmﬂt. Never before
in history has so much control
rested with so few people, and
that too entitics. Has
thelr clout grown too much?

REB: The power of the big technolo-
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far from ideal. This can kead w oves-
censorship or politically-motivated
censorship, particularly in a coun-
try with a relatrvely low rule of law
standard as India. We've seen, for
example, how even a relatively in-
dependent body such as the CBPC
|Central Board of Film Certification|
has performed in India.

The primary issue appearstobe a
Lack of transparency, accountabilicy
in decision making, and allegations
of bias and discrimination, These
problems are exacerbated by the
monopoly that many platforms en-
joy, and there has 1w be broader
thinking on the structural problems
with the digital economy. But cen-
sorship &= a different issue and it is
important not to try a2 one-sme-fits-
all approach, like the generic regula-
tois in the Indian government’s in-
termediary guidelines of December
2018, It makes better sense to regu-
late procedural aspects, like the
German Law that reguires social me-
dla companies with over rwo mil-
lion registered users in Germany to
put in place processes 1o receive us-

am me s o mem o desaimis sassess @

Truth i an accident on
these patorms, They are
actually creators of
engagement, who wish to
usur all human attention
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ers. This can be done through su
pervised self regulation or even co-
regulatory processes. Here, it is lm-
portant w0 understnd  how
experiments such as Facrbook's
Oversight Board will work.

MC: We all jus: want o tweak and
fix the currem system isell, wheth-
er it is the hability ssues under Sec-
tion 79 of the Information Technol-
oy act in India, or the counterpart
DMCA [Digital Millenndum Copy-
right Act] and Section 230 in the
Commumications Decency  Act
(CDA) in the U.S. All of us are now
discussing whether it wvall be antr
trust, or if something would be bro
ken up, or I It could be regulation of
some kind. T want o say that the
companies recognise that someth-
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viour. But if vou try to introduce a
government into the picture, it isgo-
mg to be mostly political censor
ship. It = also going to start a pro
cess of self-censonng, because there
ks fear.

Tdan't have a simple answer, but
I don’t think anybody does. And
that's what = leads us to this Execu
tve Urder from Trump.

Sevtion 230 ol the

Comumumications Decency Act
(CDA) in the U.S, has been

sphere. Do vou think taking ht
away will throttle innovation?

MC: Despite the fact that a vast ma-
jority of Facebook's users are now
outside the United States, the dis-
cussion is still concentrated on Sec-
tion 230 and what that did in the
United States for the platform com
panes. Now, there 1s defimitely the
feeling that the companies have
gone too L 1o the other side, and
that they are not really innovating,
but are mostly acquiring new pro
ducts or just squishing out smaller
products. At the thne Section 230
was enacted, we needed such a
thing. But today we live in 2 very dif
ferent world where surverllance is
the only economy or only business
model thas the Intermet knows. Peo-
ple are addicred 1o free data People
are addicted to free services in re
turn for free spying by the commer-
cial platform compames. This isn't
the age we llved In a1 that tdme when
Section 230 was enacted. Someth-
ing has to shift, and everybody re
cognises it. But nobody quite knows
where they want to land.

In India, the similar Section /9 of
the IT Act has besn
challenged since its enactment, We
start with the Avinash Bajaj case
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niles all the nme and the smaller tnal

courts are filled with such cases. So,
| will say it is much more complicat
ed

HE: Before answering the question,
I think it s important to keep in
mind thet there are differemnces in
the mtermediary liability frame-
works in India and in the U.S. Sec-
tion 230 of the CDA does two things.
M (st vecognises that all itermedi-

aries are not publishers, and se-
cond. itr:plich!ysm up a scif regu
laning system for intermedianes. In
india, on the other hand, the low =
primarily brought in 1o extend the
cormumon bew of distrilwsoss Habiki-
ty to the Internet. So the idea just
clarifies that intermodiaries are not
to be hable for illegal third party
content, If they don’t actively parti-
cipate i the commission of the ol
lence, or i they take down content
once they have actual knowledge of
this. Now, the ongmnal version of
Section 79, when It was enacted in

20060, land Las uncber wigch an
intermediary basically had to show
that it took all relevant measures to

prevent illegal content from being
exchanged. This led 1o the CEO of
Baazicom being amvested because
users had exchanged an obscene
clip onlme. The provision was
changed in 2008, and now mterme-
dlaries just have 1o show that they
carried out due diligence under the
guidelines laid down by the govern-
ment. These guiddines lay down
self-regulatory frameworks that
companles are required to adhere
to. There Is however, no specific re-
quiremment to censor comtent and so
the decision broadly remains with
the mtermediary on how to enforce
its terms. So changing these prown
sfons by removing or q;nm::n
diluting safe harbour provisions
certainly have a nrgan'rr effect on
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Embracing alternative protein

They are vastly better for planetary health

VARL N DESHDPANDE
& EAJESH BASTURIRANCAN

O Waarkd Fovisomiment Day (June 5)
the usual routing is to call or the pro
toction of ‘Nature”  buz nature i=n't
defenceless. The emerging concept
ol |rl.:: wiary health characerises im-
pacts of human-cansed disruptions
ol Earth’s ccological systems. CO
VID-19 15 showing us that our hves
and Ivelihoods are intnicately inter
wined with these svsiems - and
when we infict tremendous harms
on the planet, the consequences can
be catastrophac.

We don't think of the pandemic as
an ecological disaster, but COVID-29
TR h.i;lilt-ll. g v s a di-
rect consequence of anthropogenik
impacts on the planct. In these an
thropogenic impacts, pandemics and
climate change ind coOmmMoOnNn CaUses.
Nowhere i this link clearer than in
the food system, and particularly in
our rehance on animals tor protem.

Hazards of factory farming

Large-scale, indusirial animal agri-
culture for meat, eggs, and damry — al
=0 called tactory farming - creates
and exacerbates planetary health
nsks at every scale. Scientists ot the
Uniced Nations® Food and Agriculiu-
ral {_]'r'H.J.IJJJ.J”HlI estimate that i1 ks
“one of the top two or three most Sig
nificant contributors to the most s¢
NOUS émironimaenial pmt:llcm:'..' Lur
need for aniomal proteln uses vast
tracts of Lnd and quantites of wates
to raise those anmmmals, o graze them,
and to grow crops to feed them. It
contributes more to chmate change
than emissions from the entire tran-
sportation secwor. Wild and farmed
scalood production also causes sig-
nificant environmental degradation,
species loss, and habitat destruction
Of course, as the names sugpest, ani-
muls are also the sources of viral ouwt-
breaks of swine Hu and avian flu

iv neglected intervention for human
and planetary heakth, But with rising
demand for meat, eggs, and dairy, a
chorus of ‘chickpeas over chicken
may not be cnough. All over the
world, companics in the exating ‘al
ternative protein’ sector are making
ll”:.!l!.ll.lr"l- eErsions of meal s, Al
dairy from plant or crop ingredients
or directly from anmmal cclls. These
foods satisty consumers and produc
ers without taxing away their choice
beCatise they Lnte Lhe same, are used
0 e I|!':|. L smme way, Dl are vasd-
v better for planctary health. Coun
trics hke Singapore and Canada are
already makng alternatve protem a
central piece of their food securiry
story, with an empioisis oo resean Iy
entreprencurship, and
sl suthaency

Factory farmang in India is stll a
small industry compared to the LS
Brazll, or Chilna, though B s Increas-
ingly being seen as an employment
and income generator in a country
with water scarcity and deninishing
land holdmgs. We think that's a mis
take - it is imposing a 20th centuny
mdustrial model. Instead, we need to
build upon our strengths mm agricul
ture and m manuf aCTUnng to create a
new food svstem that works for farm
ers and is robust o systemic shocks
COVIDHIS has underscored that we
can scarcely atford the conseguences
of an methcient protetn supply. Why
not completely rethink our way of
producing food, and create a 2ist
century economy delivering plenl-
ful, safe, and nutrtious protem?

Food secunty and agnoueltural n
COME are AMONg Our nanon's major
challenges In the coming years. We
should rurn this crisis into an oppor-
tunity by stimulating rescarch and
entreprencurshap in altermative pro
temns. India was never a leader 1n lan
dlines — we eapirogged that mode!
and bullt 2 mobile elecommunica-
tioms industry that is among e
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From dull black ink to a tiny blue tick

['weets sent by political leaders are now taken as the official word by scribes

MFFEA SRINTVASAN

“Balu sr!” and "Han sr!”
were common reframs o
The Hindu's Chennal re
POTTINE seclion those days
The two semior colleagues,
who were offhce mdes n
the department and took
twrms in altermating shifis,
effectively ran the section
From remincting us o
sign in the attendance re
mster (ves, we used ™
physically sian In a thick,
leat her-bound ledger eve-
ryday before punching be-
came a thing!), to flmg the
previous day's edmon of
the paper, using srings
that held them firmly w a
huge cardboard — as il it

of us had the dexterity for
replacing thar cylindrical
roll to get the machine to
start beeping and spewing
messages n dull black ink
again

We gt a vanety of lax
messages. Urgansers of re
bhgpous discourses sent us
AnnDuncem=nls  via I.Jh.
with a request koo ol usson
in our daily engagements’
column on page 4. Private
engneering colleges that
competed with each other
in seeking publichy -
whether a Rotaract club in-
auguration or a tree-plan:
INg drive on campus - sent
us Invitarlons via fax, re-
guesting coverage for what
they thought was competl-

could rell from the sound of
the machine and the dura
hon of the becp, what the
[2X message was about
"Must be Karunankdhi's
claribcation o Deihi™, o
“This is Jayalalithaa's an
nouncement - all her spe
clal announcements are re
leased Lite, close 1w our
deadline ™ | can remember
them say, as they walked
towards the fax machine
kept at a desk near our side
of the large reporting sec
ton. They were usually
spot on, They would begin
reading the pages as they
walked back to their desks,
10 transkte and fle the re
port thes would, a1 tmes
EVED ﬁwpl.u.rrhr‘ \I{lr_‘;tlll-

A decade and a half later,
reporters are having to
look elsewhere, lfor poln
cal leaders statements and
confirmations. Whether &t
s US President Donakd
Trump who recently threa
tened White House protes
ters with “vicious dogs' and
OMInous weapons , ol
Prime Minister Naremira
Modi's recent phone call
with 5n Lankan President
C-otabaya Kayapaksa, offer
ing support o combat CO-
VID-19, Twilter is where we
grt the updates hrs

Given that these are “of
ncial” handles, with a Little
Dlue nck beside them Indd
cating they are verified ac-
conts, we treal the tweets

Ohe ™ Wundu.
FROOM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGOD

[UNE €, 1970
I'roop pull-out as planned: Nixon

Presicent Nixom declared Last odghi | Jue 3,
1970, Washington| that his Cambodian cam
paign, now just past its halt way mark, had
been an unprecedented success and that “all
our major miitary objectives have been
a hweve ™ He said that this would enable
im to keep his wathdrawal time table In
south Vietnam and announced that 50,000
of the 150,000 US. roops, which he had
promised o pull our by next April, would be
out of South Vietnam by October 15, B
while rerterating his other pledge o with-
draw all US. ground and support lorces
irom Cambodia by the last day of this month
Mr. Nixon said that he would continue to
sendd i mibsdons oo Cambesdia “100 inter-
tere [with] enemy troops and materials” al
ter the July 1 deadline. Mr. Nixon did not, ho
wever, say whether or not these US. air
missions would also support South Vietna
mese ground operations (in Cambocia)
which he sad Saigon was free to continue aff
ter the ULS. iself had pulled out. Also omit
ted from Mr. Nixon's interim report on Cam
bodia was any mention of the commumist
commands principal headguarners for In-

clow-Cnit i
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“Intensive” frightfulness
Frors an edionial

‘As regards martial law orders and cascs
ansmg out of the breach thereo! we think it
unfortunate tha in several iImportant re-
sorts, marttal baw assumed as inlensive a
force as it did...” This masterpiece in the an
of special pleading represents, it is necdless
to say, the laghest pch of virtuous mdyma
tdon the majorfty report considered liself
capable of over the atrocines perpetrated in
the name of law and ooder. That a Cormrmit
tee which could tone down a massacre nto a
‘grave ormor” should use words like “mjudi
clous™ and “unfortunate” in characterising
these acts was naturally 1o be expected. Now
there is one point with regard to these acts
oy which we wish to draw pommbed attention




Embracing alternative protein

They are vastly better for planetary health

VARL N DESHDPANDE
& EAJESH BASTURIRANCAN

O Workd Eovisomment Day (June 5)
the usual routing is to call or the pro
toction of ‘Nature’  but nature =n't
defenceless. The emerging concept
of planetary health characerises im-
pacts of human-cansed disruptions
of Earth’s ccological systems. CO
VIDA9 15 showing us that our hves
and Ivelihoods are miricately mzen
wined with these svsiems - and
when we inflict tremendous hanms
on the planct, the consequences can
be catastrophac.

We don't think of the pandemic as
an ecological disaszer, but COVID-29
didn h.iililt—ll. b a vacunn. s a di-
rect consequence of anthropogeni
impacts on the planct. In these an
thropogenic impacts, pandemics and
climate change ind coOmmMoOnNn CaUses.
Nowhere i this link clearer than in
the food system, and particularly in
our rehance on animals tor protem.

Hazards of factory farming

Large-scale, indusirial animal agri-
culture for meat, eggs, and damry - al
=0 called tactory farming - creates
and exacerbates planetary health
nsks at every scale. Scientists ot the
Uniced Nations® Food and Agriculiu-
ral ﬂ'rH.i.l“..f.uHHll estimate that i1 ks
“one of the top two or three most Sig
nificant contributors to the most s¢
rious environmental problems.” Our
need for aniomal proteln uses vast
tracts of Lnd and quantites of wates
to raise those anmmmals, o graze them,
and to grow crops to feed them. It
contributes more to chmare change
than emissions from the entire tran-
sportation secwor. Wild and farmed
scalood production also causes sig-
nificant environmental degradation,
species loss, and habitat destruction
Of course, as the names sugpest, ani-
muls are also the sources of viral ouwt-
breaks of swine Hu and avian flu

iy neglected intervention for human
and planetary heakth, But with rising
demand for meat, eggs, and dairy, a
chorus of ‘chickpeas over chicken
may not be cnough. All over the
world, companics in the exating ‘al
lernatve protein” sector are making
llqu'.zl:.ulr!- eErsions of meal s, Al
dairy from plant or crop ingredients
or directly from ammal cclis. These
foods satisty consumers and produc
ers without taxing away their choice
beCatise they Lnte Lhe same, are used
0 e I|!':|. L smme way, Dl are vasd-
ly better for planctary health. Coun
trics hke Singapore and Canada are
already makng alternatve protem a
central plece of their food security
story, with an empioisis oo resean Iy
entreprencurship, and
scll suthaency

Factory farmang in India is stll a
small industry compared to the U.S
Brazll, or Chilna, though B s Increas-
ingly being seen as an employment
and Income generator N a countrny
with water scarcity and deninishing
land holdmgs. We think that's a mis
take - it is imposing a 20th centuny
mdustrial model. Instead, we need to
build upon our strengths i agricul
ture and m manuf aCTUnng to create a
new food svstem that works for farm
ers and is robust o systemic shocks
COVIDHIS has underscored that we
can scarcely atford the conseguences
of an methcient protetn supply. Why
not completely rethink our way of
producing food, and create a 2ist
century economy delivering plenl-
ful, safe, and nutrtious protem?

Food secunty and agnoueltural n
COME are AMONg Our nanon's major
challenges In the coming years. We
should rurn this crisis into an oppor-
tunity by stimulating rescarch and
entreprencurshap in altermative pro
temns. India was never a leader 1n lan
dlines — we keapirogged tha mode!
and bullt 2 mobile elecommunica-
tioms industry that is among e
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From dull black ink to a tiny blue tick

['weets sent by political leaders are now taken as the official word by scribes

MFFEA SRINTVASAN

“Balu sr!” and "Han sr!”
wereg common reframs
The Hindu's Chennal re
POTTINE seclion those days
The two semior colleagues,
who were ofhce mades n
the department and took
twrms in altermating shifis,
eflectively ran the section
From remincting us o
sign in the attendance re
mster (yes, we used to
physically sian In a thick,
leat her-bound ledger eve-
ryday before punching be-
came a thing!). to flmg the
previous day's edmon of
the paper, using srings
that held them firmly w a
huge cardboard — as il it

of us had the dexterity for
replacing thar cylindrical
roll to get the machine to
start beeping and spewing
messages n dull black ink
again

We gt a vanety of lax
messages. Urgansers of re
bhgpous discourses sent us
AnnDuncem=nls  via IJ.h.
with a request koo ol usson
in our daily engagements’
column on page 4. Private
engneering colleges that
competed with each other
in seeking publichy -
whether a Rotaract club in-
auguration or a tree-plan:
INng drne on campus - sent
us Invitarlons via fax, re-
guesting coverage for what
they thought was competl-

could rell from the sound of
the machine and the dura
hon of the becp, what the
[2X message was about
"Must be Karunankdhi's
claribcation o Deihi™, o
“Thus 15 Jayalahthaa's an
nouncement - all her spe
clal announcements are re
leased Lite, close 1w our
deadline ™ | can remember
them say, as they walked
towards the fax machine
kept at a desk near our side
of the Large reporting sec
ton. They were usually
spot on, They would begin
reading the pages as they
walked back to their desks,
10 transkte and fle the re
port thes would, a1 tmes
even displace the story slot-

A decade and a half later,
reporters are having to
look elsewhere, for polin
cal leaders statements and
confirmations. Whether &t
s US President Donakd
Trump who recently threa
tened White House protes
ters with “vicious dogs' and
OMInous weapons , ol
Prime Minister Naremira
Modi's recent phone call
with 5n Lankan President
C-otabaya Kayapaksa, offer
ing support o combat CO-
VID-19, Twilter is where we
grt the updates hrst

Given that these are “of
ncial” handles, with a Little
blue tick beside them Indd
cating they are verified ac-
conts, we treal the tweets

Ohe ™ Wundu.
FROOM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AUGYD joNE €, 1970
I'roop pull-out as planned: Nixon

Presicdent Nivm dedared Last vdghi [ June 3,
1970, Washington| that his Cambodian cam
paign, now just past its halt way mark, had
been an unprecedented success and that “all
our major miitary objectives have been
a hweve ™ He said that this would enable
im to keep his wathdrawal time table In
South Vietnam and announced that 50,000
of the 150,000 US. roops, which he had
promised o pull our by next April, would be
out of South Vietnam by October 15, B
while rerterating his other pledge o with-
draw all US. ground and support lorces
irom Cambodia by the last day of this month
AMr. Nixon said that he would continue to
sendd i mibsdons oo Cambesdia “100 inter-
tere [with] enemy troops and materials” al
ter the July 1 deadline. Mr. Ninon did not, ho
wever, say whether or not these US. air
missions would also suppornt South Vietna
mese ground operations (in Cambocia)
which he sad Saigon was free to continue aff
ter the ULS. iself had pulled out. Also omit
ted from Mr. Nixon's interim report on Cam
bodia was any mention of the commumist
commands principal headguarners for In-
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“Intensive” frightfulness
Feors et ioakal

‘As regards martial law orders and cascs
ansmg out of the breach thereof we think it
unfortunate tha in several iImportant re-
sorts, martial baw assumed as Inensive a
force as it did...” This masterpiece in the an
of special pleading represents, it is necdless
to say, the laghest pch of virtuous mdyma
tdon the majorfty report considered liself
capable of over the atrocities perpetrated In
the name of law and ooder, That 2 Commit-
tee which could tonc down 3 massacre mto a
‘grave ormor” should use words like “mjudi
clous” and “unfortunate” In characterising
these acts was naturally 1o be expected. Now
there is one point with regard to these acts
oy which we wish to draw powmbed attention
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“The first step towards re
solving a problem in public
administration is 1o collect
adequate information and
data about the problem.
The CLCs action of demon

RS R R L P Y R R P N

to collect after the DO, was
issued, it is indicative of the
inadequacy  of  existing
structures to channel adeg-
uate information to the CLC
in real time,” he said.

Cut prices and clear
building stock: Goyal

Mr. Goyal also says, “Those
who have sold and are less
leveraged or got nid of their
bank loans have survived
this downtum. Those who
are saddied wiath large loans,
who kept holding on to their
prices, have suffered.”

Commenting on the re
marks, Mr. Hiranandani told
The Hindu, *We must com
pliment Mr. Goyal for saying
this. Even Mr. Deepak Pa-
rekh  [Chairman, HDFC
Bank] and Mr. Uday Kotak
|President, Confederation
of Indian Industry] have
sald this, it is for the people
[builders] whoe have bor-
rowed money from banks
and sitting with the stock [of
unsold real estate]. This ad
vice & oot for all
developers.”

Mr. Hiranandani said the
provisions of the Income
Tax Act are such that any
sharp reduction in prices
would attract heavy penal
ties for both the seller and
the buyer. "As per the Sec
tion 43CA of the Income Tax
Act, anyone selling below
0% of the ready reckoner
rate or circke rate will be hia-
ble to pay a penaky of 15%
of the difference |between
the onginal and revised
price]. The buver will also
pay a penalty of 35%. So, un-
less this Section is amend
ed, no further price cut is
possible because people

have already cut prices by
0% in a year. 5o, we have
requested Mr. Goyal 1o tell
the Finance Minister 1o
amend the provision.”

Shishir Baijal, chairman &
MD of real estate consultan
cy firm Knight Frank India
remarked, “Dev s are
already dealing with mount-
ing concerns over unsold in-
ventory and bquidity. Most
developers are struggling 1o
maintain thelr margins and
may not have oo much lee-
way to cut prices further. At
some level, the suggestion
by the Minister 1o develop-
ers to lower prices is valid as
it may help reducing inven-
tory, though it may not be
the most viable |option).”

The crux of the problem
lies in dwindling demand
that the sector has been ex-
periencing for the last few
yvears, he said. “Therefore,
the main solution will be in
creating stable long-term
demand by providing adeg-
uate boost to economic
growth and stability. Any
movement on ready reckon-
er rates, stamp duties and
taxes will come as a further
rediet to help converting la
tent housing demand to
sales. The real estate sector
thus needs tangible mea-
sures to resurmect demand
and case the concerns of its
stakeholders,” Mr. Baijal
sadd.

BJP giving communal colour
to killing of elephant in Kerala

The party must tender an unconditional apology: Venugopal

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LTE WL FRIT

The BIPF must tender an un
qualified and unconditional
public apology for giving
communal colour w the

death of a pregnant elephant
in Kerala, Congress general
scretary K.C. Venugopal
sasd on Thursday.

He was responding to the
satements of Unbon Envi-
rorment Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar and former Union
Minister Maneka Gandhi.

The death of the elepham
alter it ate a pineapple
stuffed with hrecrackers has
made headlines across the
world.

Mr. Venugopal said any
kind of mindless violence
against wildlife was unaccep-

Roof

Day after

STAFF REPORTER
MALAPPLURAM

Namitha Narayanan, hAfth
semester BA. Enghsh stu-
demt of KMCT Ans and
Science College, Kuttippu-
ram, who became a symbol
of perseverance on Wednes-
day, will no longer have to
climb atop her house 1o at-
tend online classes
Following a news report in
these columns showing her
attending an online class
from her rooftop, officials of

Saying it with sand: Ajay Rawat giving final touches to a sand
sculpture of an elephant in Pushiar on Thursday. o1

table. But Mr. Javadekar and
Ms. Maneka Gandhi were
“deliberately™ using the inct-
demt o spread communally
motivated false information.
They were even dragging
Congress leader Ralud Gand-
hi into the controversy.
“This propaganda  has

a private service provider
came to her house at Areek-
kal, near Kottakkal, omn
Thursday and ensured

that she got high
speed connectivity.

Augmented facility
The technical staff of

the company set up an
augmented facility at

fprivate service provider

KERALA

proved once again that the
BJP will stoop to any level to
twist the facts for lts narrow,
divisive political purposes. It
is shedding crocodile tears
over the incident, and this di
visive propaganda has ex
posed the BJP's hypocrisy,”
Mr. Venugopal said.

dent gets high

learn from the co Py
house,” sald Ms. Namitha.
Her elder sister, Nayana, too,

was happy about the

positive response from
the network operators,

A picture showing
Ms. Namitha on top of
her two-storey house
had made wide impact
with a number of peo-

her house, which will ensure  ple sharing it.

steady and high-speed con-
nectivity on the premises.
*1 am happv | can now

While many appreciated
the positive spirit displayed
by the student in circum-

Forest Dept.

detains

three for questioning

SPECIAL CORMEAPONDENT
The Kerala Forest Depan
ment has reportedly picked
up three persons for inter
rogation in connecthon with
the death of a pregnant ebe
phant in Palakkad even as
online campaigns and
tweets by celebrities and
politicians have added new
dimensions to the incident.
The location of the inci
dent, which was wrongly re
ported as Malappuram, set
Twitter on fire, besides kick-
ing off social media rage.
Chief Minister Pimarayi
Vijayan took a dig at those
who used the “tragedy 10
unieash a hate campaign”®.
Condemning the “wrong
priorities™ ol some quar-
ters, he said “lies built upon
inaccurate descripuons and
half-truths were employed

1o obliterate the truth. Some

used it to snipe at the
EOVEImment.

Offers of help

Sayed Abid Husain Thangal,
MLA of Kottakkal, offered
help to address the problem
of poor connectivity.

E.T. Mohammed Basheer,
MP, oo, also contacted the
family.

The MP congratulated Ms.
Namitha on the positive spi-
rit she displaved.

even tried to import bigotry
into the narrative.” He gave
an assurance that justice
would prevail.

The Forest Department
sabd there was no conclusive
evidence that injury to the
bower jaw of the animal was
caused by a pincapple
stuffed with crackers. Ho
wever, this could be a posst
bility, it sald.

‘No one could feed it”
Surendrakumar, Chief Wil
dife Warden, Kerala, sald
the campaign that the ani-
mal was fexd with explosives-
ladden fruit was wrong.

It was a wild animal and
no one could go near It or
Feed . It might have stum-
bled upon the fruit kept in
some farmiland, he said.

Rewards will be offered 10
those who give clues into
the incident, he said.
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complaint Lodged by chef
mandgel Nageswat s Hao

Trial run of darshan at
Tirumala on June 8

¥l by &

TTD Cxmcutive OMicer Anil
Kurnar Singhal on Thursday
said that the trial run of
darshan at the temple of Lord
Verkatevwdra have would
coemimar e on Jure B N
Snghal sed ever snce the
government had green the
rid Tar the trial vun, the
temmple admenistration had
been nvolved in prepaling a
suitabde strategy

¥2.2 crore selzed by
Maharashtra police

bl EE 0

The polce in Maharashtra's
Gadchiroli distract selmed 2.2
crore in cash, wihich was beng
smuggled in by four perom
in two vehicles from
Mancherial dstrict in
Telangana. The selrure and
arrest ook place on June 2
Thowgh the police refused 1o
divuige details, there were
ramours that the money was
destined for naxaltes in
Gadchiroli

-speed data connectivity

xes Kerala student Namithas proble

Symbol of perseverance: Namitha Narayanan will no longes
have to climb atop her house to attend online classes




Two Gujarat
Congress
MLAS resign

SPECIAL CDRRESPONDENT
ANMED Al 4 Do

Gujarat Congress legisla-
tors Akshay Patel and Jitu
Chaudhary have tendered
thelr resignation In 2 major
blow to the party ahead of
the Rajya Sabha polls for
four seats scheduled 1o be
held on June 1 in the State.

S0 far, seven legislators
have resigned from the
party, bringing its tally
down to 66 m the Assemb
ly.

The Opposition party
has fAelded Shakiksinh Go-
hil and Bharatsinh Solanki
for two scats, while the BiP
has fclded three candi
dates for the four seats.

Now, with reduced num-
bers, the Congress is likely
to sec only one leader mak-
ing it to the Rajya Sabha,
while the BJP is likely 1o re-
tain all the three seats &t
el

‘Lockdown flattened the GDP curve’

Speaking to Rahul Gandhi, industrialist Rajiv Bajaj says country ended up with ‘worst of both worlds’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NMEW DEiri

A dracomian lockdown Pat-
tened the wrong curve as it
decimated the GOP and eco-
nomy, Industrialist Rajiv Ba-
Ja) has sald.

Mr. Bajaj was im a conver-
sation with former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi, an edit
ed video of which was re-
eased online on Thursday.

On exiting the lockdown,
the head of Bajaj Auto, the
countrv s lcading two whee!l
er manufacturer, sald Prime
Minister Narendra Mod
shoukd allay the fears of peo-
ple if the government want:
ed the 'living with the virus’
strategy to succeed.

Talking about the lock-
dhwm, he said Tnd& ended
up with the “worst of both
worlds” as it followed west
ern nations such as ltaly,
France, Spain, the UK. and
the 115 “0n one hamd, a po-

—. a porous lockdown
makes sure that the
virus will still exist ... But you

have definhely decimated the
L0 MOV

RO BALA) RUTO

rous lockdown makes sure
thar the virus will sull exist
and as yu) saiel, it is still wair-
ing to hit you when you will
unlock. So vou have not
solved that problem. But you
have definisly decimated
the sronomy. You lattened
the wrong curve. It is not the
infcction curve, it is the GDP
curve,” he observed.

Mr. Bajaj urged the go
verimnent ool aamubus to
generaic demand and cited
the oxamples of Japan and
the U.5., where each person
was offered $1,000.

M Gand b scaid] thee wordd

had not seen such lock-
downs even during the Se
comnd World War. He once
again termed India's lock
down strategy a ‘falled’ one,
and noted that the country
was opening up when Infec-
tions were rising. He asked
why the government was not
going in for massive mjection
of cash, and claimed that he
tried to understand the “log-
i” De=tuiond 1

Mr. Gandhi saxd the gor
vernment did not want to
‘spoll’ the workers by gpving
handouts as thax would
make them stay in villages,

SC rejects plea challenging Chidambaram’s bail

The judgment contained errors apparent. says CBI in its review petition

LEGAL CDERESIMONDENT
MW DELHE

The Supreame Court las dis-
missed a plea by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CB1)

10 review its judgment grant-
ing regular badl 1o former Un-

ion Finance Ministey P. Chii-
dambaram in the [NX Media
Casc.

A three-judge Bench led
by Justice R. Banumathi
granted Mr. Chidambxram

& A = =« B LT

tober 12 judgment sald the
case was based on docu-
merits already in the custody
ot the prosecuting agency.

Hence, there wias no
chance of any unkering of
evidence

‘No direct evidence”

The cowrt had referred to
how the CEI had alleged in
the High Court that Mr. Chi-
cbambaram and his son, Kar-

dence against the appellant
regarciing the allegation ol
appellbant directly or indi-
rectly influencing the wit
nesses... There are no details
as to the form of approach of
those two witnesses elther
SMS, e-mail, letter or tele
phonic calls and the persons
who have approached the
material witnesses. Details
are aleo not available as 1w
when, whers and how thoss

affecting India’s picch as an
akernative investment desti-
natieon. “Later we might con-
sider giving moncy to these
labourers and SM business-
€s,” he gquoted government
sources as telling him.

‘Clear narrative’
Both Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Ba
Jaj agreed that the govern-
ment's messaging created a
scarne about a high mnu;lli’ly
from the pandemic. Mr. Bajaj
noted, “| thnk we have fal
len very short of dsclosing
facts, logic and the wuth
And this has then got ampli-
hed and mstilled such an
cnormous fear m thas
people seem 1o think that the
contagion is egual w a conta-
Hilut.‘-ﬁlhﬁ i uunﬂ'liq._:'.
He saad, * | thmk that the
first problem is to get this
fear out of the minds of peo-
ple. There has to be a very
clear aligned nmarrative, 1

Chabiji area
beyond Indian
borders: Army

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELKI

The Army on Thursday
said the grazing grounds in
the Chabijt area is “beyond
the Indian borders™

It was responding 1o a
June 3 report in The Hindu,
“Uneasy frontict robs La
dakh's herders of pas-
lures”, which stated thaa
the Chinese Army's intru-

e i

would say from the PM be-
s, r'lghl Of Wrong, when
he says something people
soem to follow™,

Asked about an ‘atmopsh
ére of fear’ in the country,
NI Bzf] claimed a friend ad-
vised him not to have a pu-
blic conversation with Mr.
Gandhi. | shared with some
one vesterday that tomorrow
12 pan., I'm speaking with
Rabuil ... And the first reac-
tion was, don't do it. | sad
but ‘why not? Mat karma
[don't do it, they said], this
can get you inw trouble,” he
saicd. Last year, at an awards
functiom where Home Minis
ter Amit Shah was present,
the industrialiss’s father, Ra-
hul Bajal, talked about an “at-
msphere of fear” prevailing
among  the busincss
COmmunity

Mr. Bya, however, said
that he never faced any “re-
percussion” for speaking om

BMS to protest against
privatisation of PSUs

Group will hold dharna on June 10

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Rashtriva Swayamsevak
sangh-affillated  workers’
union, the Bharatlva Maz-
door Sangh (BMS), on
Thursday said it would
launch an agitation against
privatisation of public sec-
tor companies by the Cen-
tral poveriment

The “save public scctor,
save India” protests would
be held on june 10 by BMS
units in various public sec-
tor undertakings, a state-
ment said

The decision was taken at
a meenng of the BMS na-
tonal coordination commlz-
tee fir public secnr on
Tucsday and Wednesday,
with representatives of
workers' unions of the coal,
defence, rallways, postal

banking, insuance, steel,

tedecom, power sectors, eic,
in attcndance. “The meet
g was held to decide the
BMS" plan of actlon against
the privatsarion process ag-
gressively pursued by the
Centre in different names in
different sectors, such as the
commerciallsation of the
coal sector, corporatisation
of defence orndnance Facto-
rics board and railways,
stratepc sale of SUs, merg
er and privatsaton of
banks, Wnsurance, Increas-
g FDI cap etc™ it said

The agitaton on June 10
would mclude daylong
dharnas, protest meetings
and campalgns a1 the unit
kevel, it said. “The BMS is
committed to hght untl it
stops the government from
taking the anti-public sector
and antb-worker deckions.”
the staterment <al.

Opposition, NDA divided on
online House panel meetings

Akali Dal, LJP support the idea, while SP and BSP oppose it

SOBHANA K NAIR
NEW DRLNI

The Opposition and the rul-
ing allemce are divided on
the issue of holding meet
ings of parbamentary stand-
ing commutees through wi-
deoconference,  allowing
mernbers who can’t travel 1o

= W ¢ 1

called for a “foolproof me-
chanlsm’ to ensure conf-
dentialiy. Both the SP and
the RSP had skipped the Op-
position parties’ May 22
mecting.

On the other hand, Akah
Dal Rajva Sabha member Na-
resd Gujral argued that the




UK. CITES 1CEdI Nurdie
In Mallyas extradition

Nature of the issue s ‘conhidential

ml AL ITHRESPONDENT
LT R NEy NN
Fugitive business tycoon Vi
Jay Mallya will not be extra
dited to India as of now as
the United Kingdom (UK)
needs 1o resolve a ‘confiden
tial’ legal tssue, a
sof of the British High Com-
missbon sald on Thursday.
"Vigay Mallya Last month
lost his appeal against extra-
divion and was refused leave
to appeal further to the UK.
Supreme Court. However,
there is a further legal ssue
that needs resolving before
Mr. Mallya’s extradition can
be arranged,” said the spo-

The nature of the legal is-
sue is not yet clear. Howev-
er, it is bemng speculated that
the tycoon could have
sought political asylum in
the United Kingdom or cited

Disqualificati
shadow on 7
Nagaland MLAs

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
LW AMATI

The Kohima Bench of the
Gauhati High Court on
June 2 directed Nagaland
Assembly Speaker Sharin-
gain mer o cone
clude the disqualification

)

Vijay Mallya

the threat to his health be-
cause of the possible spread
of the COVID-I9 in Indian
prisons.

“The ssue s conhdental
and we cannot go ino any
detail. We cannol estimate
how long this issue will take
to resolve. We are seeking to
deal with this as qmc ' ;n'-

Pakistani national held,
illicit ‘pan masala’ seized

'I'h: [hrecto

GST Intelligence {L:u; -
arrested a Pakistand national
and seized cash, illicit "pan
masala™ and tobacco worth
295 crore at Indore in
Madhya Pradesh.

‘whnat rener 1S uitamartely
granted if interest accrues?’

Solicitor General seeks time to consult Finance Ministry

KRESHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NE W e e

The Supreme Court, n a vir

tual court hearing, reacting
to KRB regulatory package,
wondered what relief had wl-
timately been granted i boan
interest continued to accrue
for the moratorium periosd,

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, for the Cemtre,
sought time to consult the Fi
nance Ministry,

Justice Ashok Bhushan,
who led the Bench compris-
ing Justices Sanjay Kishan
Kaul and M.R. Shah, said
there were two lssues in the
[

One, whether interest
should be charged at all dur
ing the moratorium period.
her there should
. interest o

term visa. Sale of these pro,
ducts is banned across

pmedtnmecklhtiprudd
COVID-19.

*The Economic Offences
Wing Couwrt in Indore has re-
manded him in M4 days of

be paid by the borrower in
bulk or at a monthly basis af
ter the lifting of the embar-
go. The count scheduled a
hearing on june 12

The hearing came a day
after the RBI hled an athdavit
in court saying it did not con-
sider it prudent or appro-
priate to go for a forced waiv-
er of interest, risking the
financial wviabilty of the
banks it (RBD was mandated
to regulate, and putting the

interests of the depositors in
Jeopardy

In bes athdavie, the RBI was
responding 0 a  petition
challenging the charging of
interest on loans during the
moratorium period. The RBI
recently extended the mora-
torium il Auguse 31,

senbor advocate Rajiv Dut-
ta, appearing for petitioner
Gajendra Sharma, said the
athdavit reflected that the
Central bank placed “profit
ability of banks over and
above public interest in
these distressing times".

The RBI sald its regulatory
package introduced amid
the lockdown was “in its es-
sence in the nature of a mo-
ratortum  deferment and
cannat be construed to be a
WillveT .

LD L T T

tht Ilnu:rs The panels,

headed by Mr. Nakdu and Mr.
Birla, draw members from

all major parties.

Confidentiality clanse

SP leader and chalrman of
the standing committee on
Health Ramgopal Yacday said
that at presemt it was far
more critical o save lives

A e R

government  official  will
speak freely for the fear of
thelr own supervisors.”

The last meeting ol the
health committee was held
on March 22 o discuss the
COVID19 pandemic.

BSP  foor  leader and
member of the standing
commitiee on External Al
fairs Kiesh Pandey akso

Tl el R -F'.]

Meanwhile, a meeting of
the standing committee on
Information  Technology,
scheduled for June 10, has
been cancelled, making it
the second meeting to be
cancelled in a week alter the
meeting of the panel on
Home AHairs scheduled for
June 3 was called off.

®
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KACHCHI MOODOOR

ARCHAKAS WELFARE TRUST
Regd. Office: 'Kamadhenu’, No. 16, Second Main Road,
Kottur Gardens, Chennal « 800 085, India
Ph: +91-44-24471936 E-mail: kmawt 1@gmall.com

SREE MAHALAKSHMYAI NAMAHA
SREE CHANDRASEKARA GURUBHYO NAMAHA
APPEAL

Tre MAHASWAM| OF KANCH! ordamed this Pubbe Chantable Trust in 1988 for providing Fnancial aid to
Archakas who bve m poor comditions. upholding our relgeous and cultural heritage in ancient temples i rural
areas. Wary of these Archaias do not have any means of sustenarce and we should deen £ aur duty 1o provide them
with =irema| francal ad © ensure that ey ontnue 1o perform Ter important roje N he rural communThes,

MAHA PERTYAVA nad nerecied Tt Me Trest srould seea conanors pomacly Fom ndvdual devolees and privde
francal assstance from the Noome dentsed Rore mesting Pe donatons, He had further desred hal those wih gross
ncome of oeer Rs. 4 000~ per month could confrbule her ofe MOriR s oss AOome, " dasy Aslalrenks of n a

mmﬂumwm
The Trust currently honorarkum 1o 415 poor Archakas. (119 Poojaries, 14] Bhattacharyss
ﬂlﬂwlw Tamnil Madu. The Trust duc has a Geoup Uife bsurance Pdicy for the benalit

ht d hﬂ udh:u‘l Those who responded © our eardier advertisement §TTPH.D- dmm

P'““'d’m“\“m“ ol FHR Sccum been ) custody up (o June | |Adv/2003-2020 need not apply again. Oeputy Registrar | | | 1o, morthiy honoranum 1 sach Archaka was fxed as Ry, 100'- when P Trust was founded. By e Grace of MAHA

lawmakers of the Opposi- staying in India on a long-  17,” said an official. ok mmhmmmmm.nmmm::mﬁmﬂrm

:::ﬁ‘:ﬁ\ People’s Front wrmummtu;ﬂhmnthFuhmrwmmw
appropriate month. However with the increasng number of beneficanes and the reducion in e rale of rierest. € has become

b eldgr! ey s 7 JAWAHARLAL NEHRU CENTRE FOR ecessary 10 ehance e compus Aund sgrvicantly 1 mantain the Cument levelof fmancil ad 1o joor Archakas.

Wie saresty reguest Al the dewctens to conate loeraly o Tes notie cause keepng r med MAMA PERIYAVA'S
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India-Australia meet strengthens ties

Modi, Morrison take relationship tofi ‘Comprehensive Strategic Parmership’ at

SUHASINI HAIDAR

NEW DELF
India and Austrjlia
thedr relationship ™
prehensive Strategic
ship” after a "virtual” susmmit
between Prime Minister Na-
rendra Mod! and Austraian
Prime Minkter Scott Morrl-
son, who concluded nine
agreements including a Mu-
tual Logistics Support Agree
ment (MLSA) and =ssued a
jolmt declarmion on 2
“Shared Vision for Marltime
Cooperation in the
Indo-Pacihic.”

The two countnies also
agreed 1o Increase the fre
quency of meetings between
the two Prime Ministers, and
took the “242" format of bir
lateral meetngs to the level
of Forelgn and Defence Mil-
nisters, who will mest w0
“discuss strategic deaes”™ at
le=ast cYery wo years The
two leaders, who are expect
ed 1o meet m person at the
exiended G-7 summit 1o be

~cln

BJP MP fined
for violation
of norms

FREAFULLA AR
I UDANES WAR

Bharatiya Janata Party MP
from Bhubaneswar Aparaj
ita Sarangl was slapped a
fine of €00 on Thursday
for violating social distanc-

Working together: Frime Minister Narerndra Modi speaking to
Australian Prime Minister SC0tt MOormson on lrllJf'S-ﬂ.'.I'jl. » A

held n the United States la-
ter thes year, spoke for more
than an hour over a video
link, 2 first for a bilateral
summit for Indlia.

“Both India and Australia
share a vision of a free, open,
inclusive and rules-based In-
do-Padific reglon 1o support
the freedom of navigation,
overilight and peaceful and
cooperatve use of the scas
by adherence of all nations
1o intemational law Includ-

ing the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and peaceful
resclution of disputes rather
than through unilateral or
coercive actions,” said the

staternert 1ssued m New Del
hi and Canberra

"‘No talks on China'

The summit came amidst
tensions betweon India and
China over the stand off at
the Line of Actual Control,

.1nd .huslmlm*l"hmat P
. d cl:lﬁl:
rences over handhing of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Howev-
er, Minksary of External Al-
tamrs othcal said there had
been “no discussion”™ on Cha-
na, and the two leaders had
not discussed including Aus-
tralia for "Malabar™ or qua-
drilateral maritime exercises
that would incude India,
Austrahia, U.S. and Japan, so
mething thar China has op-
posed in the past.

*Both sdes apgeed 1o con-
tinue to deepen and broaden
defence cooperation by en
hancing the scope and com-

plexity of thedr military exer-

LIS -:Irld l‘ﬂwrﬂlﬁ'.'l
activities to develop new
ways to address shared se
curity challenges " the joint
starement added, referring
tor the MLSA which will alkow
both militaries the recipro-
cal use of bascs, humanitar
1an and disaster rehet coop
eration, porn exercises, and

Health MllllS[W lists measures

after ca

Premises

SPECIAL CORE ESPO ML
NEW IELHI

The Union Health Ministry
on Wednesday kssued a four-

rernaii

uh ol
]
L

dSC

Sed lor sanitisationonJune 6 and 7

the building premises

should

s RN

be done physically. Mestings

may be crganised through

Utual summit

passage exerases. Other
agreements announced m
cluded a framework arrange
ment on cyber rechnology,
an Moll on mining and pro-
cessing critical and strategic
minerals including Austra-
han rare earth metals used
for electronics, governance,
vocational vaining and wa-
teT managrment

Mr. Modi said the Compre
Nensive Strategic  Partner
ship (CSP) wok on new
meaning & the dme of the
global pandemic.  “The
worid needs a coordinated
and collaborative approach
to comme ot of the economic
and social side effects of this
pandemic. Our government
has decded to view this cri-
5is 45 an opportunity,” he
told Mr. Morrison.

Mr. Morrison sald the CSP
woulld raise the level of
“trust® reguired to iImprove
the “trade and mvestment
flows” between India and
Australia

Central team
in Bengal to

assess damage

APFFCIAL CUOEE FRSPONTFENT
EG_EATA

A seven-member Inter-Mi-
nisterial Central Team ar
rived in West Bengal on
Thursday to assess the
damages caused due o Cy-

Tablighi activity now a
specific visa violation

It can atrract a penalty of $500: MHA

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELNI

The Union Home Minisiry
has inchuded *indulging in
Tablighi activibes” as a spec-
ific visa wiolanon that will at
tract a fine of $500.

i has added 2 new cate
goTy—"resincthon on engag:
ing in Tabligh activities™ in
the “general policy pude
lines relaring o Indian visa™.

The guidelines provide
detals of 24 categonies of vi-
sas and the various condi-
nons under which they
could be granted online or

by missions abroad.

Amended guidelines

The amended mundelines
read, “forelgn nadonals
granted any type of visa and
Dwerseas Citizens of India
(OCT cardholders shall not
bc permitted to ongage
themsehes m Tabhgh work
There will be no restricton
in visiting religions places
and attending normal reli-
pous activines hke attend
ing religous discourses. Ho
wever, preaching religbous
ideclogies, making speech-
s in religious places, distri-
bution of audwo or visual dis
play/ pamphicts pertzining
to religious ideologes,
t;ﬂrallrll].l, Conversam =
will noi be allowed.”

The $500 Ane is also for
other violatons such as
overstay of more than wo
years, visking protected

The Nizamuddin markaz
area n New Delhi

ed from entering India for
10 years under *Category A”
of the Visa Manual 2018, a
senion government official
said. A loreigner who is
blackksted cannot get a visa
from any of the missions 1o
come o India

In 150 countries
Founded bv a [Deoband
Isarmuc schodar at Mewat, Lt
tar Pradesh, In 1926, the Ta-
blighi Jamaat (Society of
Freachers) locusses on  pur-
ihving’ the Mushm faith. It
has a presence m 130
countries

T am interview o Aal Tal
news channe! last week,
Home Mmister Amat Shah
sald the markaz organised
congregations throughout
the year and it was oo a po-
blic event. “However, if the
programme was stopped in
tume and medical help pro
vided. then such a situation
wouldn't have arisen.” he

S &

Govt. defends
SOP for health
workers

LECGAL CORRESPONDENT
W LR

The government on Thurs
day wid the Supreme
Court that though hospi-
tals were responsible for
implementing the infec-
ton prevention and con
ol activitdes, the final res-
|:lu[l-.lug rested with

althcare workers to pro-
tect themselves  from
COVID-19.

The Minisory of Heakh
and Family Welfure told
the court that it was the
responsibility of health-
care workers to adequately
wain themselves and ke

Mmeasures £ prevent
inlectem
Hearing scheduled

A Bench, led bv Jusuce
Ashox Bhushan, allowed
petitioner Anshi Jain to
ke a resporse 0 the
Leontre's aindavit within a
week. The court scheduled
a hearing for june 12

Arushi Jain, a private
doctor, has questioned the
Centre's now Standard
erating Procedure (S0 3¢
May 15 for frontline «
VITHS heah hoare woakers,
by which it has ended th=
4 day mandatory qus 4
tine for them.

Protect themselves'

The government said =
while the hospital infects..
control commitice was res
ponsible for implementing
the infection prevention



BJP MP fined
for violation
of norms

PRAFULLA DAS
FHUBANERW AR

Bharatiya Janata Party MP
from Bhubaneswar Aparaj
ita sarang@ was slapped a
fine of OO on Thursday
for violating social disranc-
ing norms and not wearng
mask in public.

The city police collected
the fine (7100 for violation
of sockal distancing rule
and T200 for not wearing
mask] from Ms. Saranm
and 20 other BjI' members
for violating the COVID-19
mudes | a sendor police offic-
er said

“It has come to our not
ice that social distancing
and requirement of wear-
ing masks was not followed
in a political congregation
at Bhubancswar. Fines
were collected from 2
identified pardcipants as
per Liw. We request all 1o
follow the social distancng
norms scrupuloushy,”
tweeted the Deputy Com
missioner of Police,
Bhubaneswar.

SC Bar Associaton
seeks members' views
on regular hearings

LEGAL COERRESPONTIENT
SEW DELi

The Supreme Court Rar Association (SCRA)
on Thursday sought vicws of its member la
wyers on the resumption of regular cour
troom proceedings in the court which has
been holding virtual hearings since March
25 when the COVID-19-nchaced lockdouwn

was iImposcd.

Health Ministry lists measures
after cases among staff increase

Premises to remain closed lor sanitsationon June6 and 7

SPRCIAL CORBESPONDENT
MEW [MELFI
The Union Health Minisory
on Wedneuday issued a four-
page memorandum listing
OUl precaullonary measures
to be strictly complied with
after it admirted that the M
MUSITY Was o2y a rise in
the number of COVID-9 cas-
¢s among its staff, along with
a violation of social distanc
ing norms at the workplace.

The office memorandum
said the entire premises of
the Ministry of Health and
Farmly Welfare and the [a
rectorate General of Health
Services (DGHS) at Ninman
Bhawan (including wash-
rooms, lift and staircase)
would remamn closed for tho
rough sanimsation on june 6
and 7, except emergency CO-
VITH9 team

The memorandum acds

that all offhicals are advised
to take care of their own

health and look owm for

A worker disinfecting an area
in Delhi on Thursday. saee

symptoms such as fever and
respiatory problems,

Mask must

It has also maintained that
wearlng 2 mask s mandaio-
ry for all employees and that
only asymptomatic persons
would be allowed In the
bullding premises 1o artend
the office.

“People should maintain
social distancing at least one
mctre between them while
walking or seating and queu-
ing up for emry and inside

the buillding premises... No
meetng/conference should
be done plysically. Mestings
may be crganised through
videoconference only,” the
memorandum saad.

ENT high-risk group
The Ministry has abo Identl-
fied ear, nose, throat (ENT)
doctors as hgh nsk speciall
tv and advised that tele-con
sultation be used as much as
possible while walkdn pa-
tients should be discour-
aprd. In its advisory to the
group, the Mimstry has sad
that all padens entering
ENT OPD should be thermal
screened to minimise expo-
sure to stalf and to pancnts.
“Pabents having symp
oms suggestive of COVID-19
[whether ENT symproms oc
respiratony sympioms)
shoulkd be seen in a separate
COVID1Y screerang climic’
and not in the ENT OPD,.
stated the Ministry

Central team
in Bengal to
assess damage

SPECIAL COREESPONDENT
EDLEATA

A seven-member Inter-Mi-
nisterial Central Team ar
rived in West Bengal on
Thursday 1o assess the
damages caused due 1 Cy-
clone Amphan.

Headed by Anu Shar
ma, joint Secretary, Lnion
Home Ministry, the team
arrived at the Kolkaa alr-
port on Thursday and is
hkcly to vist Patharpran
ma n South 24 Parganas
on Friday and the affected
areas of North 24 Parganas
on Saturday

BOus nnm:f: hke antend
ing relgnous discourses. Ho-
wever, preaching religious
ideologies, making speech-
es i religious places, distr-
bution of audio or visual dis
play/ pamphlets pertaning
w religious  ideologies.
spreading conversion ete
will not be allowed.”

The $500 Ane is also for
other violatons such as
overstay of more than wo
years, visking protecied
arcas and cases involving
both overstay and visa viola
tions,

The MHA had blacklisted
960 forejgners who partici-
pated in the Tablighi Jamaat
event in March at Nizamud
din markaz (centre) m Delu
in early March. Till June 2, a
toal of 2,600 Tablighi fo-
reigners have been blackls-

ifving’ the Mushm faith. 1t
has a presence i 150
OO e

In an interview 10 Aq) Tak
news channel last week,
Home Minister Amit Shah
siid the markaz organised
congregations  throughout
the year and it was not a pu-
blic event. “However, if the
programme was stopped n
tme and medical help pro-
vided, then such a shuation
wouldn't have arisen.” he
stated.

Om March 21, the MHA
asked the States to “screen,
quarantine” and deport
them if possible. All intern-
tonal fhghts were suspend-
od on March 23 and the
country was placed under a
2-day lockdown on March
24 to prevent the spread of
CONTD-19 pandemic

Centre's new Standard Op
erating Procedure (SOP) of
May 15 for frontline CD-
YIDHS healthcare workers,
by which it has ended the
14-day mandatory guaran
tne for them.

‘Protect themselves’
The government sasd that
while the hospital infection
control commitiee was res-
ponsible for implementing
the infection prevention
and control activities and
for organising regular
training for healthcare
workers, the final responst-
belity Lay with the workers
0 protect themselves

It sad the COVID 19 pan
dermc was unprecedented.
There was no tme-tested
and universally-acceprable
protocol for prepanedness,
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Compensation
for GST loss

given till Feb.

APECIAL CIMERESMINTDIENT
NE'W DL

The Centre om Thursday
released 36,400 crore o
State governments  as
Goods and Services Tax
(UST) compensation due
for the period from Decem-
ber 2009 until February
2020.

“Takmg stock of the cur
rent siuation due to CO-
VID-19 where State govern-
ments need to undertake
expenditure while their re-
sources are adversely hi,
the Central government
has released the GST com-
pemsation of ¥36,400 crone
to the States/UTs with le-
gislature for the penod
from December 2019 to ke
bruary 2020 wday [on
Thursday],” said a Finance
Mimastry statement

It sasd tha: GST compen
sshon worth {L150896
crore for the April-Novem-
ber period had been re
leased earbier, completing
payments for the 201920
fancial yg

’ councll Is due
) meet next week.

Disasters displace lakhs: study

50 lakh international displacements in India in 2019, says CSE report

SPECIAL COMEESIFONDENT
NEW [MLril

Indiia had one in five of all in-
ternal displacements caused
by disasters across the world
m 2019, mostly caused by
floods, cyciones  and
drought, acconding 1o the
State of India’s Emvironment
in Figures 2020 report re-
keased on Thursday. Ako, 19
major extreme weather
evenls clalmed 1,357 lives
kast year.

There were more than 50
lakh mternal displacements
m India last vear, the highest
in the world. This refers o
the mumber of movements,
not people, as indmiduals
can be displaced several
umes, saxd research and ad
voCacy organisation Centre
for Science and Environr
menmt (CSE), which puo
blished the report.

Flooding caused by the
southwest monsoon led 10
26 lukh displacernents, while
Cyclone Fani alone led to 18
lakh displaccments, fol

4 by cvdones Vayu JImg
Bubul. On the other hand,
drought conditlons n 19

shifting sands: In this photo dated May 4, 2019, houses and fishing boats damaged by Cyclone
Fani are seen at Penthakata village in Odisha. s scswanansan s

States led to another 63,000
desplacements.

Apart from such forced
migrations, many move for
work. With migrant workers
mn the news due to the ime
pact of the COVID 19 pan
demuc and lockdown. the re-
port also broke down 2011
censis data on migrant pop-
ukations, There were over 45
crore migrants m the coun

the ume, with the vast
I por gigrating within
their own Stace® I, over

L.7 crore new migrants had
moved for employment pur
poses, mostly from rural to
urban areas.

Shrinking forests

I'he compilation also offers a
snapshot of data on forests,
water, waste, alr, land, wil-
diife and other natural re-
sources. It notes that theye
were /4/ more gers i 2018
than in 20. However, the
net area meant for dger con-
servation shrunk by 179

s¢.km. Forest cover has
shrunk m 38% of districts,
while five out of 21 rver ba
sins are now In 2 state of ab-
solute water scarcity

CSFE also publishes the en-
vironment magazine Down
to karth. !ts managng editor
Richard Mahapartra, in a fore-
word to the report, said,
"Fach data is a story. It will
TAlse YOUur curiosity towards a
development and will help
you understand s Impact
Detrer”

s

entre launches internshig

scheme for 25000 graduates

Opportunities will €

REW DELMHI

At a ome of soanng unem-
ployment and few prospects
lor e entrants into the la
bour force, the Centre has
launched a scheme to pro-

vide mternship opportum
ties with smart cities and ur-

SPONDENT

tain local bodies for 25,000

fresh graduates, mostly from
techmical courses. However,
there s no guarantee that
these mterns will pet paid
any stipend.

“Students come for in-
ternships for the purpose of
guning valuable expernence.
It makes them market reacy,
after which they may go on
to jnhi m the private sector
or eclsewhere, It will give
them multaple options,” smd
Hardeep 'un, Minister for
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (MoHUA), when asked
about stipend and employ-
ment possibilities for these
Interns.

He was speaking at the
launch of the TULIP (The Us-

Hardeep Sangh Pun
ban Learning Internship
Programme) portal on

Thursday. The scheme is a
five-year jomnt venture bet
ween MoHUA and the All In
diza Counctl for Technical
Education, and the Ffulfil-
ment of a promise made n
the 2020 Budget speech.
City administrations can
register avallable oppoctuni
ties on the portal, ranging
from positions in urban
planning or water supply
and waste management to
shum Improvemem and digh
al governance. Applicanis

no guarantee of stipegd

must be Indian cipa®hs who
Y C OO Ll thtil‘ hna]
vear of college within the
last 18 months. Internship
durations can range (rom
eight weeks to one year
“TULIP s founded on a
value-driven pull strategy.
For students, it's about expe-
riential learming that makes
them ready for the job mar-
ket or may help them contn-
bute to start-ups developing
solutions for ground zero In-
dia,” said Kunal Kumar, Mo-
HUA Joimt secretary who
heads the Smart Cities Mis-
ston. “For city administra-
rions, it 1= a valuable way to
inject fresh energy and Ideas
into our urban governance.”
The programme does not
have any budget of its own,
but the 100 smart anes and
4,400 urban local bodies
can use the administrative
expenses allocated by the
Lenire o pay stipends or
perks, if they wish to. They
are also free 1o develop thelr
own sedection procedures.

Vande Bharat Mission set
to break evacuation recorc

D

SPECIAL CORRESPONT number of evacuces undp
MEW DELHI L % " . TR L

A total of 348,565 citizens  crossed the previous record

dng Gult War, Air India brought back 1.76 lakh nagefials
boints from Nepal,

Bhutan and Bangladesh’”

s:ﬂd_l'.-'l:_ srivastava. The re

PMS private secretary lopno
gets World Bank assignment

Joint secretary Navnit sent to World Trade Organisation

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
A MELABA LY

In yet another high profile

Assam and Mcghalaya

&

cadre, Ravi Kota has been
made Minister (Econtomic)

Bring PM CARES Fund
under RTI, says plea

Petition in Delhi HC seeks transparency
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Vande Bharat Mission set
to break evacuation record

During Gulf War, Air India brought back 1.76 lakh nationals

AFECTAL CIMERESPINDENT
NEW DFELMI

A total of 3 48 565 cltizens
have registered till now with
the Indian diplomatic mis-
slons across the world for re
parriation under the Vande
Bharat Mission, the Ministry
of External Affairs said on
Thursday. The Ministry's
spokesperson said that out
of the otal registered num-
ber, 107123 Indians have
been brought back by a mix
of non-scheduled commer-
cial thghts,ships and cross
border bus service from Ne-
adesh and Bhutan
and Ihr rest will be hml.ghl:
I“l-k m tt‘!' 3]

With g5,

Negotations have
to be held. says
Justice SK. Kaul

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELMI

The Supreme Court om
Thursday restrained the go
vernment from taking any
“coercive action™ against
private employers unable 1o
pay full wages 1o their work-
crs durning the COVID-B9
lockdown.

A Bench, led by justice
Ashok Bhushan, reserved iis
order on a batch of petitions
challenging the legality of a
notihcaton ssued by the Un

No action

mnumber of evacuees under
this mission has officlally
crossed the previous recornd
held by the 1990 airlift of In-
dians trom Kuwait after the
mvasion of the country by
Saddam Hussein's Ilraq. In
the Gulf airlift, Air India had
brought back 1,76,000 na-
tionals. The hnal count of
Vande Bharat mussion 1s ox-
pected 1o go higher, officials
have sald.

Mr. Srivastava said out of
the total number of repa-
triated ctizens, 17485 are
mégrant workers, 11,511 stu-
dents and 8,633 profession-
al:o “More than 32, nnn In-

lon Ministry ¢ .
on March 29, compelling em-
ployers to pay ol wages to
their workers during the en
tire period of the lockdown.
The court sald It would pro-
nounce its judgment on June
12

The petiions, fled by the
owners of small commercial
establishments, imdustries,
shops and factories, said the
pandemic had already dri-
ven them to the brink of in-
solvency. Paying workers full
wages with no work done
would bremrevably send
them out of business. The
cconomy would fall far
They said the notibcation

checkpoints from Nepal,
Bhutan and Bangladesh’™
sald Mr. Srivastava. The re
patriation operaton covers
only those who register to
return under “compelling
grounds™. The third phase of
the mission will be Launched
on June 11 and go on till the
end of June.

The third phase of the
Vande Bharat Misslon will
evacuate 38,000 cluzens
from 3 countries in X37
commeraial flights. 54 flights
will take off from the LS.
24 will arrive from Canada,
and 11 such flights will come
rom Nigeria, Fgypt, South

was ill-devised and arbitrary.

“You [the government]
smd cverybody across the
board should pay thetr work-
ers 100% wages. Some of
them [private  employers|

would be able to pay full
wages, but many may not

PMS priv

oets World Ba

Joint secretary !

SPECIAL CONMESMINIENT

APMEL ARl

In yet another high profile
exit from the Prime Minis-
ter’s Othce (PMO), Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s Priv
ate Secretary Rajesv Topno,
4 1996 batch IAS from Guja-

rat cadre, has been appoint-

ed as Semior Advisor to the
Executnve Diwrector of the
World Bank in Washingrion
DL

Mr. Topno has been the
Prime Minister's private se-
cretary since 2014. He was
appoinied In the PMO In
2009 during the UPA re-

even be able to pay 25% or

even lable
to pcml action,” Justice S.K.
Kaul, on the Bench, ques
tloned the logic behind the
notification

“The problem is on the
one hand, you want to put
money in the hands of the in
dustries and on the other,
workmen cannot be aban-
doned. A balance has to be
maintained... Some negotia
tions have to be hodd from in
dustry 0 incustry, from
workmen 1o workmen,” jus-
tice Kaul odwerved

Senior advocate KN, Vishr
wanathan, for some petibon

(dVTHIL &

[ ] - - —

Rayeev Topno

Secretary, Brajendra Navni,
a 1999 bach Tamil Nadu
cadre 1AS officer, has been
sent 1o the World Trade Or-
ganesation (WTU) as Ambas-
sador and Permanent Repre-
sentatdve of India (PRI). He
will be based in Geneva,
llﬂuiﬁ rhrm another

e LD

btk

- pandemic had af-
fected all. “Let this not be
considered a bonanza for
some and rum for others.
Quash the March 29 notifica
pion and et parties start ne
gotiations with a clean slate,”
he smd.

Justice Bhushan gques
poned the government's
authority 10 compel private
employers 1o pay full wages
to thew workers. “When it
comes to governmental auth
orites, you can give such di-

rections, but how can you
force private persons”™ he

Attorney General KK. Ve

‘ t:l has been

muds Minister (Ecomaomic)
in the Embassy of India in
Washington DC.

Ashok Kumar, a 2004
baich IAS, has been made
Advisor (Industry and Engi-
neering) in the Embassy of
Ind:a in Brussels.

Earber, A.K. Sharma and
Tarun Baja| were moved
from the PMO 1o the roles of
Secretary, MSME, and Secre-
tary, Economic AHairs, res-

ficers were inducred in the
PMO at the Additional Secre
tary, Joint Secretary and Di-
rector level on May 29,

nugopal, for the govern-

ment, said the notification

was no knger operational
and most workers had alrea

dv returned to ther villages.
“The measure was pro-ac-
tively taken by the respon-
dent to prevent perpetration
of a inancial crists within the
lower strata of socicty, la
bours and salarned em-
ployees. .. ltwould nefther be
in the interest of justice nor
in public interest to adjudi
cate the validity of a notifica
non which operated only for
54 days to mitigate the finan-
cial hardships of crores of

workers and employees,” the
government said.

Bring PM CARES Fund
under RTI, says plea

Petition in Delhi HC seeks transparency

SPECIAL CORRESFONDENT
NEW DELKIL

A public interest litigation
(PIL) pedtion has been
moved before the Delhi
High Court seeking greater
transparency in the M
CARES Fund by bringing It
under the ambit of the Right
to Information (RTT) Act.

The petition by Surender
Singh Hooda cited recent
newspapers reports of the
PM CARES Fund refusing two
divulge information sought
by one Harsha Kundakarni
under the RT1 Act by claam
Ing that the fund is not a2 “pu-
blic authority” within the
ambit of Section 2(h) of the
RTI Act, 2005

“The reluctance of the
trustees of the fund m &
vulging information a5
the management of the fund
raises a profoundly serious
apprchension  since
fund has been set up to hght
COVID-19 which a public
cause,” Mr Hooda, who is al-
s0 a practising Advocate-on-
Record at the Supreme
Court, said.

The peadon s likely two
coune up for hearing on June
10

The PM CARES Fund was
announced by I'rime Minis
ter Narendra Modi on March
28 and he urged all Indlans
to donate w the fund w help
the country hght COVID-19.

“After two months, the
total corpus of the fund
stands ar  approximately
TN0,000 croee amd  the
amount has been so collect

ed upon strength of prestge

The reluctance in
divulging
information ratscs a
profoundly s¢rous
apprehension
FLP IR DR RN OO DR
Fpatorey and sivoLre

lent by the office of the Hon-
'‘ble Prime Minister,” the
plea saxd.

Mr. Hooda argued thar
the corpus had been creased
by donations largely from
the Public Sector Undertak-
mgs, Central Mme=tries and
Departments and even the

salarses of armed forces per- +

sonnel, civil servants and
members of the judicial en-
uties have been compulson
Iv donated into the fund.

He contended that If the
PM CARES Fund was held
not to be a public autharity,
it needed to be exammed as
to whether the public auth-
oritles at the highest level
coutdd prompe the govern:
ment agencies, public ser-
vants to contribute to the
fund.

“The victims of COVID-19
who desperately need funds
to fight the deadly pandem:
ic are spread all over the
country and are not in a po
sition to enforce thair funda-
mental right of being treat-
el and hnancially
supported, by the use of
funds collected in the PM
CARES Fund.” the plea sad,
adding that the public who
had contritnted also hed a
right to know how the funds
were being used.




BFO, here’s
Your piryani

In an embattled industry stepping back out into
a world of changed rules. WhatsApp-based
delivery platform BroEat offers restaurants a

you are redirected to WhatsApp where
you recene confirmation messages, re
celpt, and delivery updates

The genesis of BroEx comes from
an economic standpoint too, admits
Pawan, who is also the founder of One
Hospitality Solutions. *Except for all
the hixed costs and variable costs that
we have otherwise, the massive com-
mission that we all pay 1o delivery plat-
forms towards each order becomes a
big dent in businesses.” Brokat is es
sentially crafting business for a new
type of supply chain, he agrees, ad
ding. “We need to make sure that con
sumers get the experience and service
they need and, ssmultaneously, it does
not hit the pockets of our merchant

PR e el Paaat us iy o fds e ey

By restauwrants, lor restaurants
Co-founders Pawan Shahr
{below ) and Karan Tanna (bottom)
are both part of the National
Restaurant Associaton of Indw

o L ) AL AP MY

mind that nobody has marketing bud-
gets o keep promoting thelr individual
platforms

BrokEat is looking at discouniing in a
new way too. Currently, restaurant
owners end up ghving a discount on top
of the commission they are already giv-
ing, so it takes the overall margn they
shell out 1o almost 40%. Pawan points
out, “The commission rate is inverting
at 25% 1o 30%, we will try 1o bring that
down to 5%, which includes the deliv-
ery fee. This will give restaurants more
leeway to put a discount where they
wish.” Karan adds the former discount
ing model, which s widely used for vis-
ibility, puts restaurants at the mercy of
AgEregators,

BroEat also allows restaurants to
choose which delivery vendor, inte
grated with the BroEat tech, handles
customer orders, and, ol course, these
vendors still have to follow strict hy
giene protocols. The bigges: perk for
restauranis? Untll August 2020,
BroEat is not taking order processing

Vamis wilbbrmn wtamb Femvaonrislle: talbimy sara

A word about weeds

Many indigenous ones have traditionally been
considered healthy. Which is why Kochis
Farmacy, set 1o launch on World Environment
Day, will deliver a range to homes, recipes in tow

FRIYVAIERSMING &

How does ane connect the ongo-
ing pandemic, people’s health, tra
ditional knowledge and the sowing
season’  Social  emtreprenceur
Lakshmi Menon has the answer,
with her latest initiative, Farmacy,
in Kochi. Lakshmi is the inspira
ton behind the conic Chekuity
doll, that became a symbol of the
weaving community’s resilence in
the face of the 2048 floods,

Farmacy - an ancillary of her
outht Pure Living, will now retail
and home-deliver indigenous
herbs and plants that were con-
sumed in traditional food and
commonly used in home reme
dies. The plants will be delivered
along with information on their
propertics, curative powers and
recipes. The service will be operat-
ed through social media or an app,
and the plants will be collected
and sourced by villagers who are
experts in identifying them and
know their uses

“We leam from doctors that one
of the ways to counter the current
health cnisis s by ummun-
ity, and diet plays a vital role in i,
says Lakshmi, explaining that,
around 50 years ago, most houses
in Kerala had herbs and plants
growing naturally. “Our grand
mothers and people of that genera-
tion knew the efficacy of the sap,
juice, leaves, roots, and stem ol
these indigenous plants ”

Many consider these plants to
be weeds. In the kst couple of de
cades, these plants have been re-

placed by imported ones brought

AT YOUR DOORSTEP

Combining her two initiatives —
with Chendamangalam weavers
and Farmacy — Lakshmi has
come up with "heirloom’ or
biodegradable planters.

She has repurposed discarded
yarmn cones of weaving units as
sapling planters to replace
polybags, bringing in revenue
for the weavers from waste.

workers clearing overgrown fo

liage from roadsides, has resulted
in the vanishing of these indige-
nous species under the impression
that they are weeds. “The thumba
is one of the most important flow-
ers in the Onam pookalam (fower
carpet). As kids, we used to see It
blooming everywhere but it is in-
visible now. Its juice was believed
to refieve sinus attack.” he recalls.




Sights, sounds
and a hight for life

It took a vear tor Chel Suvir Saran to get back on
his leet and regain sight after a near-fatal stroke.
His iPhone camera helped him brave the
journey, as did his love for food

MEGHNA MAJLMDAR ta, who helped him create moments

that added his emotional rebullding. ©

“The sounds of things jumping in the
pan when being fried; of cooker whis
tles; the feel in my hand of perfectly
ripe trult and perfectly cooked chick
en. The exact mix of spices in an alu
bhonda; the thrill of sourcing quality

I could see in my keft eye, but would
see two or three of everything, and
that in a haze. My right eve was dark
without vision. | had memory loss.
Words that had always been my best
friend, my comfort, had gotten lost,

hing (asaloetida) from a differemt
country. These were my distractions,
they made me feel connected 1o the
world again,” recalls Chel Suvir Sa-
ran, 47, of some of the most fateful
months of his life. Saran was the ched
behind Deévi, which was the hrst
South Aslan restaurant in the US. o
receive a Michelin star, and has
helmed numerous others, including
the newly-opened The House ol Cel-
este in Delhi. So, it is not surprising
that his multi-sensorial relationship
with lood aided his recovery alter a
near-fatal stroke left him bednid

den and visually impaired, § o
but those sounds and tex. P

become distant, a faint if that, memo-

ry of a tme | couldn’t visit. Not even
in my dreams.” His partner Charlie
had flown him home from New York,
for what he describes as “the miracu:
lous and circustous path 1o recovery.”
Once he was steady on his feet
which took a while - he realised that
he could still see something of the
. world through a lens. His

tures are not the hrst -3 v v y \ iIPFhone lens, 10 be precise.

thing that the man, now /9 %% & “'" ; And thus came about a set

on his feet and gungho | 'I*- -i'if" ‘,.-_l 1§ of 80 photographs and

by "¥ o & ¥

about his latest ven- M5, * 5 k3 A\ B0 eventual essays, re

ture, talks about. NP ¥i 4 ‘;i-_i; cently released as a
He talks about his l‘..- Y : & '3 _1\ yul -‘t' I:n-n-:rL._ Insramatic

mother, who nursed J§ "Ii*i R 4 W ‘*i ¥ 8Ny Milap

him to heaith, and JyHg ¥ 5 & 5 Sl 5 : % % 5% Publications).

his sisterin-daw Smi-  S¥20% Ve f Ay et bl Unlike the
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three cookbooks that precede i, Su-
vir's Instamaric is not about food. It
speaks of numerous things, from his
relationship with the cities of New
York and New Delhi, to the visual and
philosophical representations of an-
tique doors. With a foreword by
Shashi Tharoor, the book is sprinkled
with lines that leap, like his descrip:
tion of Manhattan as “the meeting of
grit, glam and grime”. In essence, it
describes his shift in worldview after
the “instamoment”™ that changed
everything.

It changed his professional beha-
viour, oo, *With my Uiness, my ego
and sense of ahm (sell) went com-
pletely. Cooking became sweeter and
mere meamnghal.” It s an attitude he

Through his lens (Clockwise
froem left) Suvir s photos Soarnng
Hagh and The Door, and Suvii

Mirrra@l! o sPuc il apnansmiNT

tries to inculcate in the young ones
working under him, guicing them w-
wards a love for the craft and an un-
derstanding of the industry, instead
of a high-pressure need to be recog-
nised - “celebrity status is the goal of
many chels today.”

He credits his return to India for
his recovery and shift, and sees the
mindful eatingfocussed The House
Of Celeste as his homecoming. A
number of more projects are in the
ofhng, but Suvir discusses with us the
simple kathal (jackfruit) sabzi he
made with his sister-in-law: “we gave
it the spa trearment that most vegeta-
bles deserve but hardly get, just the
way we marinade meats.” Why
shouldn't greens have all the fun, too?

HORS D'OEUVRE

Your wish is his
command

Twed of having your maals all by yoursell
at home during lockdown ! Here i your
chance to hold a vwitual potiuck with
your loved ones. Swaggy ntroduces The
Gende{us) Sunday Potluck, through which
you can exchange divhes with youwr
friends. It is simple; cook a dish you
would like to swap, login to your Swiggy
app and peck the Genie” option, Once you
follow instructions there and make the
payment, the 'Gense’ assigned will pick
up the dish and deliver it 1o the Priend of
your cholce. To add to the fun, there is
the option of gatherng in front of your
screen, takng pictures of moments from
your potiuck and posting them on
Instagram LagQing swigyndia uwing
pGenvePotiuck. Ten winners stand 2
chance to win voud hers. Genie is
Swiggy's new hyperlocal delrvery service
that i vailable in over 15 citves. 1T lets
customers pick up and drop off items or
parcels from anywhere within the cty.
Thes includes purchase of essentials from
A par iculdr store

[ R =m il




Ofhicers face new charges in Floyd death Hong Kong commemorates
Tiananmen victims with vigil

Despite police ban, thousands light candles across the city

His memorial service is set to take place

REUTERS

BN N AL s

Minneapolis was set to hold
an emottonallv charged me-
morial service on Thursday
for George Floyd, the Afri
cam-Amercan man whose
death in police custody sct
off a wave of protests and un
rest that has rotled America
in the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic and a divisive pre
sidential election campaign.

IThe Reverend Al Sharp
ton, 2 television polmcal
commentator and civil righs
activist who will give a eulo-
gy at the service, struck an
optimistic tone on Thursday
MOTmng, praising the umity
of marchers protesting a
police bruralicy

“I've seen more Amen-
cans of defferent races and of
different ages, standing up
together, marching together,
ralsing thelr volces ogeth-
er.” he wold MSNBC, *"We are
at a turning point here,” Mr.
Sharpton said ahead of the
event

George Floyd, 46, died al-
ter a  white policeman
pinned his neck under the
othcer's knee for nearly nme
minutes In Minneapolis on
May 25, propelling the issue
of racial pustice to the top of
the political agenda fve
monins before e presiden

United in grief: People looking at the casket of George Floyd ahead of hes memornal service in
Minneapolis on Thursday. seeurees

tial dection on Now. 3.
Prosecutors on Wednes
day levelled new crimmal
charges agalnst four Minnea-
polis policemen mplicated
in Flovd's death
Derek Chauvin, 44, carlier
arrested on charges of thard
degrée murder and man
saughter, was also charged
with second-degr=e murder
The added charge can car
v a sentence of ap to 40
years, 15 vears longer than
Lhwe AT seElielile f{lI
third-degree murder
Chauvin was the white nf
heer seen in video footage

kneeling on Floyd's neck as
Flovd gasped for amr and re
peatedly groaned, “Mease, |
can’t breathe.”

Meanwhile, huge crowds
have dehed curfews and a
ken to the streets of cities
across the country for nine
nights In sometimes viokent
protesis tha prompted Pre-

sidemt Donald Trump 1o
threaten to send in the
rmalitary.

The chairman of the joint
Chiefs of Staff, Army General
Mark Milley, issued a mes-
sage reminding the armed
torces of thewr oath to uphold

the Constitution, which gives
Amernicans the nght to “free
dom of speech and peaceful
assembly.”

Shmilar messages were de
livered by other military
lcaders.

Officer stabbed
Thousands of demonstratons
massed near the White
House lit up their celiphone
flashlight= and sang along to
the 1970s soul tune “Lean on
Me,” before resumlbng a cho-
rus of anti-police chants
Several major cities scaled
back or lifted curfews mm

ate on Thursday after days of protest, violence across the US

:.'lh\rd fur the past lew doys
in New York City's Brooklyn
borough, polxe in riot gear
charged mto a crowd of
about L,OOO protesters defy
ing a local curfew, albei
peacelully, near an owtdoom
plaza, and clubbed demon
strators and purnalists as
they scumed for cover in
neavy rain

A man armme] with a knife
stabbed and wounded a
Srooklyn polceman m the
neck and two ofhcers who
ran w his rescue were
wounides] Iefiae Ubey  shwt
the atracker multiple tmmes,
pohce sad All four were ta
k2n to the hospital

The oconfromtations in
Brooklyn appearsd 1o be the
biggrest exception to a calmer
maght, hours after the new
charges m were brought In
Minneapolis.

Flovd tested positive fo
the COVIDHS, his autopsy
showed, but the infection
was not listed as a factor in
his death. The officlal cause
ol death, according w the
full report made public on
Wednesday by the Hennepin
County Medical Exammer's
Ofhce, was cardiopulmonary
arrest while Floyd was being
restrained by police, The
manner of death was listed
as homcide.

Trump tryving to divide America, says Mattis

[x-Pentagon chief accuses President
of failing to provide mature leadership

American people - does not
even pretend to iy, Mattis
wrode in a bistering state

after witnessing events of the
lax werk
Mr. Mattis wrote that the

HORG KONG

Thousands defied a police
b 1o gt her with candies in
Hong Kong on Thursday to
mark China's bloody Tianan
men 5Square democracy
crackdown in 1989 and ac-
cuse Beijng of stiflang [rese-
doms too on their sema-auto-
DOMOUS TETTIDTY.

Meetmg In the city's Vic-
loria Park, some chanted
shogansy wuch as "Eid one
party rule” and *Democracy
for China now " as they skrt
ed an unprecedented prohi-
bithon on the annual vigil jus-
tihed by police due 1w the
COTONAVITUS ':T‘.‘.'iju

“We are pust remember
ing those who died on june
4, the stodents who werg
killed. What have we done
wrong? For 30 years we have
come here peacefully and
reasonably, onoe It's overit's
‘sayonara’ (goodbye),” zald
Kiny a TO-year-old
housewile

National anthem Bill

The anniversary has smuck
an -:-:.pn'j;l[h setsIlve Dnelve
in the former British-ruled
city this year after China's
move last month to mpose

in unison: Particcants curmg a wgil for the wictims of the
1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre in Hong Kong. «ar

nanonal security legslation.
On Thursday, Hong Kong
passed a Bill chan would corl-
minalise disrespect of Chi
na’s natonal anthem, a
mOove CTIOCS see as the latest
sign of Beljing’s tightening
grip on the semi-autono-
maoe s iy

It also comes as Chinese
media and some Bening ofh
clals volce support for prot-
ests in the US. against police
brutality, The crackdown is
not ofhcially commemaorat
ed in mainland Chena, where
the topic is taboo and discus-
shon censored.

In Homg Kong, whach jusi
reported its  Arst  locally
transmuttad coronavires cas

es 1n weeks, police had smd
a mass gathering would un-
dermine public health. But
several thousand made it to
Victoria Park where they
neld a minuate of sllence.
Elsewhere around the cl-
1y, Hong Kong resbdents ook
to the streets and also lit can
dles m other peaccful rallics
“We are afraic tiis will be
the last ime we can have a
ceremony bul Hong Kongers
will always remember what
happened on June 4, said
Brenda Hw. 24, m the work
Ing class disrict of Mong
Kok, where she and a (riend
stood with a white battery-il-
lominated umbeella that
read “Never Forget June 4.7

China to allow foreign flights

AMGENCE FREANCE-PRESSE
EEIING

China said on Thursday lo-

o impose 2 Uimit on forelgn
airlmes hased on their 2ot
ity as of March 12. Because

standot!. But the CAALC on
Thursday said all foreign air-
{mes not fisted in the March




Trump trying to divide America, says Mattis

Ex-Pentagon chiel accuses President
of failing ro provide marure leadership

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
AR HIRETIN

Former Pentagon chief hm

Matns 1ssued a stinging re
buke of his erstwhile boss

Donald Trump on Wednes-
day, acousing the president
of trying to “divide™ America

and faling to provide “ma
ture leadership™ as the coun-

ELSEWHERE
—

-

¥

[ .
UN-backed govt. claims
full control of Tripoli

LRl ]

Litya's UN -recognesed
government said an Thursday
it was back in full contral of
Tripoli and s suburba,
cappng 3 stnng of wictores
Agalnst eastem strongman
Khalifa Hattar and vowing to
take the whola country “Our
heroic forces have full control
of Greater Tripoli nght up 1o
the city limits " Mohamnad
Gnounow, spokesman for the
forces of the Goverrment of
MNational Accord (GNA), sald.
The zn o rosmeant ¢ ame
after GNA forces retock the
Inipoli Irtemational Arport
on Wedresday, after fevce
battles more than & year after
loming it 2s Haftar Launched
an offensive 1o selze the
Capital. arr

try reels from days of
protests,

Mr. Mattis, who resigned
in December 2008 over Mr.
Trumps ordering of a full
troop withdrawal from Syria,
also voiced support for the
demonstretors whosc anti
racism ralbes have roded the

country.

Jim Mattis

“Uonald Trump 15 the first

president in my hifetime who
does not oy o unlte the

Guard in China primary
school stabs 39 children

2 staff among wounded: none in danger

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BEIENG

A knife-wiclding attacker
wounded 37 students and
two adults a1 2 primary
schoo! in southemn China on
Thursday, ofhcak saxd, with
bocal media identifying a se-
curity guard as the
perpetrasor.

All the victims, iIncluding
teaching staff, were s=nt In
hospital but were not in a
hife threatening condiion,
auwthories m (angwu
County, Guangxi region,
sa il

The incident at the Wang-
fu Central Primary School
happened at 830 am.
when children would nor-
mally arrive for class. The
attacker, reportedly aged
around 50, was “under con
trol”, the government said.

=37 students sufferad
mikd injuries and two adules
suffered more severe imju-
rics. All of them were sent to
a hospital for wearment,
and none of thelr lives are In
changer,” it said

Schools in the regon had
only rcopened in May after
being closed for months due
o the comonavirus oul-
break

A number ol schools in
China have been hit by at
tacks in recent years, forc
ing aut horities (o step up se-
auity amid calls for more
research into the oo caus-
es of such acts. In Novem
ber, a man chimbed a kinder
garten wall in southwest
Yunman  prowvince  amd
sprayed people with a cor-
rosive hquid, wounding 51
of them, mostly students.

American people - does not
even pretend to try,” Matt:s
wrote (n a2 blistening state-
ment posted online by The
Adlantic

“Instead, he tries to divide
us,” added the retired Ma
rine Corps General .

“We are wimessing the
consequences of three years
without matre leadership,”
he stated.

Mr. Martis descnbed him
self as “angry and appalleds

As India pledge

tn Gavi, the intermationa
vaccne albance, on Thurs
day, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modl sald the couniry

stowwd with the world m these

challenging times. He was

addressing the virtual Clobal

Vaccine Summit hosted by

Britsh Prime Minister Boris

Johnen.

Adidressing heads of state,
Ministers, business leaders,
U.N. agences and avil socie
ty of over 50 countries, Mr.
Modi saud: “India’s civilisa-
tion teaches 1o see the workd
as one famaly and that dur
ing this panderic it had
tried o lve up to this teach-
img," a governiment  stale-
ment read

He said India had shared
its stocks of medicanes with

r..‘rl.m:h calln

after witnessing events of the
last week.

Mr. Mattis wrote that the
protesters” call for equal jus-
thoe was a “wholesome and

unitying demand.”
He slammed the decision

to use force to clear peaceful

protesters from near the
White House on Monday 10
allow Mr. Trump to pose for

photographs at a da.rm;cd

STAY , CONTROL |
ALERT " THEVIRUS ' LIVES

China to allow foreign flights

ACENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
L

Chma said on Thursday fo-
reign airlines blocked from
operating in the country ov-
er virus fears would be al
lowed to resume hmuted
thghts, apparently deescalat
ing a row with Washingion
lollowing U.S. plans 10 ban
Chmese carriers

The latest spat was rooted
T LRI T ﬂlﬂn
ty of China (CAJ .

dia vows $15 mn to vaccine allic

avi is a symbol of international solidarity, says PM Narendra Modi

SAVE

Vaccine push: Bntish Pnme Minester Borns Johnson hosted the
Global Vaccine Summit on Thursday. -aur

over 120 countries, set up a
CTHEm 1t"h"lllu" 'hll.lrl"ﬂ
in its immediate neighbour-
hood and provided specifiic
help to countries m need
while protecting its own

populstion, the stateiment
waid

“The Prime Mimister said
the COVID-19 pandemic, in

some ways, has e the
lienitations of global cooper-
ation and that for the frst
ume m recent history, the
human kind faces a clear
COMIMON enemy.”

Symbaol of solidarity
He said Gavi was not just a
global alkance but also a

to impose a limit on foreign
airimes based on their actv
ity as of March L2, Because
US. carriers had suspended
all Mighas by that date their
cap was set at zero, while
Chinese camers’ faghts to
the U.S. continued.

On Wednesday the ULS
said It would block Chinese
passenger fhghts from June
16, raismg concerns of
ancther front bemng opened
up in the economic titans’

o lu- He zald Indla under-
stood the importance of inr
munisation since it has a

huge population and hmuted
health Gclites.

The country had added
six vaccines o its Natvional
Immunisation Programme
to cxpand protection, he
sadd. The vaccme supply
chain had been digiised and
an electronic  mtelligence
network had been deve
loped to monitor the miegn
ty of the cold chain, he saxd.

“The Prime Minister sald
Tl is also the world's fiwe-
most producer of vaccines
and that it = fortunate to
contnbute to the immunisa
tion of about 60% of the
workls children. Mr Modi
saidd Inda recognises and va-
hues the work of Gavi...,” the
statcment said.

standoff. But the CAAC on
Ihursday saad all foreign air
Imes not Asted in the March
12 schedule would now be
able 1o operate one interna-
tional route into Chima each
week.

Chinese Foreign Minstry
spokesman Zhao Lijlan ex-
pressed regret over the US,
decision, adding that the
CAAC 5 making “solcmn re
presentatbons” over the
matter

US. plane with
150 ventilators
lands in Russia

AGENTCT FRANCE PRESSE
MOS0
A US. military plane carry-
ing 150 donated ventilators
to help COVID 19 patients
landed In Moscow on
Thursday In the second
such delivery to Russia, the
LS. Embassy said

I'he planc brought the
number of LLS.-manufac-
red ventllators sent by
the Unite! State= 1o Rissia
1o 200, after the first dediv-
ery arrived two weeks ago.

US. Ambassador john
sullvan was at Vaukovo
airpoct along with a repre-
sentative of the Moscow
hospital that will distnbute
the ventilators. The aid
supplies, worth $5.6 mil-
liowr, are a “donation w the
Russian people,” Embassy
spokeswoman  Rebecca
Ross tweeted.




TS LIPS, TN LES TELUUR LI
Tripoli intermational Arport
an Wednetday, after ferce
hattles more than a year after
losing it 22 Haftsr Launched
an offenuve 10 teue the
capital. e

happened at 830 am
when children would nor
mally arrive jor class. The

attacker, reportedly aged

around 50, was “under con-
trol™, the government said

bet, a man climbed a kinder-
garten wall in southwest
Yunnan province and
sprayed people with a cor-
rosive liguid, wounding 51
of them, mostly students

ing this pandemic it had
tried w0 Irve up to this tcach
ing,” a government state-
men: read.

He said Tondia el shanred
its stocks of medicines with

help to countries in need
while protecting its own
populanon, the staement
sald.

“The Prime Minister sail
the COVIDH9 pandemic, in

North Korea lashes out at U.S,, says China eclipses it

It also fumed over defectors floating balloons with anti-North Korean leaflets from across the border

CHOE SANG HUN
mEDLL

North Korea lashed out at
both Seoul and Washington
on Thursday, thretening 1o
scrap key parts ol ayree
ments with South Korea and
comparing the United States
to a seming sun being
eclipsed by Chinga.

The aitack on the 115
comes as President Donald
TI"I.IITIFI' I5 IN an InCcreasngly
bitter standoff with China,
blaming it for the spread of
the COVID-19 and threaten-
INE action oveT its weakenmg
of Hong Kong's autonomy.
And ut follows Trump's sput-
tering efforts to court the
Nowth's leader, Kim Jong-un,
and get North Korea to give
up its nuclear arms.

Unrest in U.S.
In a statement carried by
state media, North Korea al
s0 highbghted the unrest
that has been consuming the
LS. over the death of George
-
K

THE HINDU ..
FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2020

A file photo of Kim Jong-un in Hang, Yietnam. «wr:

Floyd in police custody.
“LDemonstrators enraged
by the exireme racisis
tHwong even o the White
House,” said the statement
published by Rodong Sin
mun, North Korea's main
state-run newspaper. “This
is the reality in the US. w0
day. American liberalism
and democracy put the cap
of leftist on the demonstra
tors and threaren o unleash

cven dogs for suppression.”

The stalement, from an
arm of the North's ruling
Woeakers' F'.lll_'g,, evctniated
Mike Pompeo, the LLS. Secre-
tary of State, for cnbicising
the Commumist Party of Cha-
na during a televised inzer-
view Sunday. In the inter-
view, Mr. Pompeo accused
the Chincse party of being
“intent upon the destruction
of Western ideas, Western

democracies, Western
values.”

Mr. Pompeo also saxd that
the U.S. could work with is
allie= around the wonld -
clading South Korea, 1o “en-
sure that the next century re
mains & Western onec
modelled on the freedoms
thit we loove here in the 187

The statement carried by
Rodong Sinmun sad Mr
PFompeo's remarks showed
that “he s nervous over the
plight of the US. on the
thomnhill sicde™ in relation o
an ascendant China.

“Pompeo, who has been
engrosiad In esplonage and
plot-breeding aganst other
Contirmes, ll-h hﬂl;ﬂlr Limb
ignorant to discern where
the sun rises and where it
sefs,” the statement read.

North Korea also fumed
over another development:
the recent release of anti-
North Korean leatlets by de
fectors from the North, who
used balloons w send them

actoms the inder-Korean bor-
der. North Korea has long
bristhed at this propaganda
tactic, as well as radio broad-
casts [rom defectors in the
South that depict Me. Kim as
a oretinous dictator toying
with nuclear weapons.

In another stateMment car-
riest] ex TlHIhJ‘.I& |H.' Roxdormy
Sinmun, Ken Yo Jong, M
Kim's sister and his de facto
spokeswoman, assailed the
propazanda campaign.
“What marnters is that thoske
human scum hardly worth
their value as human beings
had the tementy of faulting
our supreme leadership and
cadng ‘nuclear issve, “she
said

It South Korea does not
stop the leallets, she said,
North Korea could scrap an

agreement between Kim

Jong-un and Sowth Korea's

President, Moon Jae-in, to
operate a joint liaison othce
and cease all hoetle malitary
acts along the border.

human kind facres a clear
COMIMON COcImy.”

symbol of solidarity
He saidd Gavi was ot jusd a
global alkance bt also a

'End violent
drug war in
Philippines’

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LENMEYL

The ULN. human nghts of
fice called on the Philip-
[Plove gove TIEDET 01 3 DEw
report on Thursday to end
all violence targeting sus
pected drug offenders and
to disband private and
state-backed  paanilicary
Fromijrs

The UN. nghts olhce
chronicled long standing
concerns about  state-
backed and vigilante vio-
lence that it says has wor-
sencd in the Philippines
under President Rodrigo
Uuaterte, who has particu-
larly drawn domestic and
imtermational  condemina-
tion for a deadly crack-
down on drug ofenders
and users.

It sald many of the hu-
man rights concerns “hove
become more acute in re
cent years” and have conti
nued even amud COVID-19
outbreaks.

cortribute to the immunisa-
tion of about 60% of the
worlds children. Mr. Modi
said India recognises and va-
ks the wank of Gavi. - the
statement said

the ventilators, The aid
supphes, worth $5.6 mul
lon, are a "donation o the
Russian people.” Embassy
"'l-||"l hﬁﬂﬂlll—”l Ef"ll"l'{'-i
Roess tweeted

Pakistan couple arrested
for killing 7-year-old maid

Her fault was ‘letting a pet bird escape’

AGENCE FRANCE -PRESSE
EAW AL NI

A Pakistan couple have been
arrested for allegedly omur-
desing their seven-year-old
maid after she was blamed
for letting a pet bird escape,
police said, the lates: case of
viedenee il ¢ hidd o=
estic workers in the country

Hassan Siddiqua and hus
wife cmployed Zohra Bibi at
their home in a middle-dass
sulburb of Rawalpindi, near
the capital Islamaleed, w0
care for thew son of a similar
SNC agc.

“The poor girl was sub-
jected to sorture by Siddiqui
and his wife, who acoised
her of ireeing one of their
four pet Macao parrots,” in
vesngonng officer Mukhtar
Ahmad wid AFP on
Thursday

“Siddiqui  kicked her in
the lower abdomen, which
proved fatal.”

some 5.5 million people

including many children
are cmployed as domestic
workers in Pakistan, accord-
g to the International La-
IHI]I ﬂlgur:lir.-l Ml

It is dlegal to cmploy
anyone under the age of 15.

Zohra was taken to hospt-
tad by the couple on Sumlay,
bait chiedd the following day.
The incadent was reported
to the pobice by staff at the
hospizal.

The young girl's body was
handed over 1o her peaents,
who lve in Muzaftargarh,
more than 500 km away
from where she was
working.

Humen Rights Ministes
Shireen Mazan conhrmed
the arrests in a tweet and
sayd the Ministry was In
wouch with the police.

“Violence and plysical
torture agamnst children will
not be tolerated.” aity police
chief Muhammad Ahsan
Younus added

W -
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Amazon in talks to buy $2 bn stake in Airtel

Investment could give e-commerce major 5% stake; deal could boost telcos fortunes as it competes against number one Jio

RELTERS

MEW ML N RN

Amazon. com is in early-stage

talks to buy a stake worth a
beast $2 billion in mobile op-
erator Bharti Airtel, three pe
ople with knowledge of the
discussbons todd Reuters, in a

move that could nwrbocharnge

Inadia’s digital econoomy

The planned investment
it completed, would mea
Amazon acquiring a roughly
5% stake based on the cur-
rent market value of Bhani
and would give India's thind:
largest telecoms company a
boost as it seeks to compete
against the nnumber one
plaver Relance Jio.

“Jio has transformed itsel
from a pure mobile operator
to a digial rechnology-led
consumer facing platform,
and Airtel can do the same,”
said one of the people.

“Airted is looking to play a
catch-up game here, and for
Amazon it makes all the stra-

SBI board to
meet on fund
raise of S1.5 bn

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
Bl WA
State Bank of India (SBI),
the country’s largest len
der, will take a call on rais-
ing $1.5 billion on June 11
when the executive com-
mittee of its board meets,
The meeting has been
called 1o examine status on
long-term fund raising in

single or mulktiple tranches

A deal with Bharti could boost Amazon's cloud business as
access 1o the vast iibre network will help lower COStS. sseurem

tegic directional sense for
the India business.”

Amazon had been mulling
several investment options,
including buying a stake
waorth up to 810%, a second
person sad.

The talks between Bhart
and Amazon are at an early

stage and the deal terms
could change, or an agree
ment may not be reached,
said two of the three people,
all of whom declined 10 be
identified because the dis
cussions are conhdential.

If 1alks to buy a stake fail,

the companies could also

APECLAL COMREESPMOINDENT
LTI

mid reports of US -retall
famt Amazon looking a
ivesting at least $2 billion

in Bharti Airtel, the
telecom major on
Thursday sakd: “We
routinely work with all
digital and OTT players
and have deep
engagement with them to

look &t a commercial tran
saction that could gve Bhar
i's customers cheap access
to Amazon products, one of
the people said

An Amazon spokeswoman
said the company does “not
offer comments on specula-
tlon of what we may or may

‘Working with digital players,
no other activity to report’

bring thelr products,
content and services for
owr wide customer base.
Beyvond that, there is no
other activity to report.”

When contact, an
Amazon India
spokesperson sakd, “We
don’t comment on
speculation abouwt what we
may or may not do in
future.”

not do in ature.” Shares in

Bharti closed 3.8% higher af
&1 rsing as much as 6% on
news of the Amaeon talks.

LLS. tech interest
Discussions between Ama
zon and Bharntl underscore

the antraction of India's digh-

‘India runs risk of rating downgrades’

Further downgrade will make India susceptible to flight of capital: Uday Kotak

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW (eI
To deal with the current eco-
nomic crisis, India has to
find the right balance bet-
ween leaning towards a high
fiscal deficit and ensuring h-
nancial stability, newly ap-
pointed Cll president Uday
Kotak said on Thursday.
“For substantive sconom-
i recovery to kick in, go

to be bome by three entities:
individuals and businesses,
the government and the fi
nancial system. “Perhaps,
the government will have to
take on a disproportionate
share of this pain in order to
ensure long-term survival of
businesses and a financial
system strong enough to
support the recovery in the
real sector,” Mr. Kotak said.

needed to get investunents
back and there is also a need
to ensure that a social secur
ity framework is created for
ensuring fimess to the
workers.

Asked about the Supreme
Court rapping REl over non-
waiver of interest on loans
for the moratorium period,
Mr. Kotak reasoned tha
banks are intermediaries

tal economy for LS. tech
FLants

Over the past six weeks,
Jio, the digital arm of Re
lance Industries raised $10
billion from global investors
including Facebook as b
seeks 1o establish isell as a
one-stop digital commerce
platform

Alphabet Inc's Google is
also exploring an investment
in Vodadone ldea, a joint ven-
ture between Britain's Voda-
fone Group Plc and India’s
idea Cellular, the Financial
Times reported last week.

A deal with Bharti could
help eCcommerce mapor
Amazon expand offerings via
its smart speakers and also
boost its clowd business as
access to Bhartt's vast tele
com hbre network could
help Amazon lower costs.

Reliance's Jio has already
partnered with Microsaft for
use of its Azure cloud plat
form.

‘Consumer
conhdence
has collapsed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
AL A
Consumer conhdence has
collapsed amid the corona
virus pandemic and it may
result in contraction of the
economy by 1L5% during
2020-21, Reserve Bank of
India surveys showed.
*Consumer conhdence
collapsed in May 2020,
with the Current Situation

Most MSMEs
to shed staff to
revive: survey

APRCTAL COMMESMINIENT
CHENNAI

Over 70% ol MSMEs who
responded 10 a survey n
the All India Manufacturers
Organisation (AIMO) in-
tend to reduce headcount
across the board. AIMO re-
cetved 46,525 responses
from MSMEs, corporate
CEOs, the self-employed,
experts and individuals.
About 49% of the survey's
respondents were from
MSMEs and T™% were cor
porate CEOs. "The most
striking aspect of the sur-
vey was that 72% of MSME
respondents and 42% ol

corporate  respondents
said they would definltely

reduce headcount o get
their business back on
track. In fact, only less
than 20M% of all categories
sald they would continue
with the same headcount,”
said K.E. Raghunathan, im-
mediate past  president,
AIMO.

The extent of the job loss
will be clearer by the end
of August 2020, as most
respondents were in the
process of gauging how
many of thelr labourers
will retum and the opt-
mum employee strength




+ Technical glitch hits IEfree - ALL unveils trucks built on modular platform  +

ding in Bank Niftv tractor rental | _ | | | Moty
(ra llg 11 bdll | } pl an aids ryots New range will enable company to take its products to many international markets: Dheeraj Hinduja
U[T[IUIE contract prices not updu[ed SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT The Hinduja Group com- velopment of 2 whole new
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHENNAL pany had invested TS00  platform, in one swift move
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT ty fell 2.653% on Thursday R Commercial vehicke manu- crore in the new modular  This gives us an edge not on-
MIARAL even as the benchmark Naf The CSR inmtiatrve of TAFE facturer Ashok Leviand Ltd. platform and tested the vehi Iy in India but globally with
A technical glitch at the Na- ty lost a marginal 0.32% to (Tractors and Farm Equip (ALL) on Thursday rolled out cles on diferent terrains. its potential to switch bet
tonal Stock Exchange (NSE)  close 2t 10,029.10. ment Lid".) to rescue small AVTR, a new range of trucks The range will be produced ween right hand drive and
on Thursday affected trad- Meanwhile, the NSF con- and margnal farmers from on the modular platform us- at Ennore, Hosur and Pant-  left hand drive,” said Vipin
ing in the Bank Niftyoptions  firmed brokers got in touch the ccomomic implications ing the iGen6 BSVI nagar lacilities, Sondhi, MD & CED, Ashok
contracts m the derivatives  with the bourse, but did not of COVID-19 has benehted technology. Leyland,
scgment. elaborate any further on the owver thousands of them m “The launch marks a sig Multiple options To a question, Mr. Sondhu
According to market par-  cause of the problem. the last 60 days of the crop- nificant milestone In the The modular plaform s 2 sald currently only medium
ticipants, Bank Nift y ogataons “A e members reahed ping season, said the com- company™s history amd will Frst-cf-ss-kind in the Indian  and heavy commercial vehi-
contract prices were ik get- ot to us and we are examin peany in a statement. define our future course as CV industry with multiple cdes were being produced us-
tng updated properly lead ing " said am NSE TAFE. through its [Farm we set out to achieve our vie  The maodular platform is a first-of -its-kind in the Incian CV options on a single platform  ing modular platform and it
ing to confusion among spokesperson. SCrvices platform, 5100 to be among the top 10 Industry, says CTO S2aravanan. -srecad aasausovest for the cntire range of ngad could be extended to buses
investors. Brokers, on their part, launched a free tractor ren- players in the commercial trucks, dppers and macwors in the furure. Over the next

Further, there were sud-
den and sharp swings in the
premiums that woere being
guoted for the contracts,
which made tading in the
Instrument very difficulr.

Rank Nifty is the only s=c-
toral mdex-based dervative
contract that secs a signih
cant amount of trading.

It Is the most popular In-
dex dervatives nstrumend
after Nifty contracts.

Incidentally. the Bank Nif

Bad loarsTo 11S

sald that they sent alerts
their clients to trade cau-

tiously in Bank Nifty con
tracts smce there was no
claricy on the reason for the
glizch and the dme 1 would
take to resobve the msue

in the last few months,
there have been mstances
where technical glitches
have led 1o Issues such as
prces nol geilng u.lul-urnl
and chient margins not being
reflected property.

tal service for farmers In
Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh on April 1 for
a period of 90 davs.

The scheme recetved an
overwhelming response
from the Faming commun-
ity. Within 60 days of its
implementation, over
1,00,000 acres have been
culevated and rental ser-
vice prowided o thousands
of farmers in this crucial
Cropping season, it said.

. PSBS

stare ak.6th year of loss: ICRA

Capital infusion of up (O T828686CrALL

SPECIAL CDRRESPMONDENT
ML BT

With debt servicing capacity
of borrowers coming under
strain as the country enters
a period of possible econom-
ic revesson, bad loans of In-
dian banks arc cd rise
sharply this fAscal, which

Assct guality stroess
may rctlect only in
(and Mol Y2
results

T
St Mhead, Forandal secion Being
iR

loan book across varous
banks urder the repayment

(L saveatfoncy

ating profits for PSBs during
FYZ21, translatiog to the sixth
consccutive vear of loss.
I’SBs will need esumated
capial infusion of T15,000
crre W RSO0 Crore
againsgt an earlier estimated
10,000 crore to
120,000 crore even under a

vehicle plaver creating relia-
ble and differentiated pro-
duct,” said Dheeraj Hinduja,
charman., Ashok Leviand,
said through 2 video call.

While terming the new
[:nu:lll.‘h- as a4 game r]’ur#r,
he said: *AVTR will take our
customers to the next level
of trucking and thev will
reap the DbDenefits of
rmnoclulariny.

“In line with our decsion,
the new range will not only

Big firms may
have to inform
on MSME dues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMEA]

The government is mulling
to make it mandaory fr
Large firos 1o desclose their
dues to the micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) to ensure umely
pavments o them, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari saicl.

He said despite various
interventions, including

provide rellability and qualt-
ty, but will allow us 10 take
our products to many inter
national markcts around us,
This will allow us 10 demon-
strate the global competitive-
ness of Made in India pro-
duct across all parameters,”
he said.

Asserting that the last 18
months were challenging for
the indistry, he said, “tased
On Our CuITent assessment,
the next few guarters will

continue to test our resi-
lience. Well, it is going 1o be
the new normal. We have de
cided to power on and
launch these new products.
Todav's launch s a testimo-
ny to a-lh[i.ﬂ'lilily and read
ness to take on the future m
our own turf.”

Mentonmg that he had
seen many downturns in the
past, he said "we are leaving
no stonc unturned to re-look
at our business model.”

in the 18.5 10 55-tonne cate-
gory. This woulkd enable cus-
tomers to configure vehickes
that arc best suited to their
applications and business
needs, sald N. Saravanan
tech rhlngy
(CTO), Ashok Leyland.
“These trucks are de
signed by our customers and
developed by us. With this
launch, we have achieved
the dual challenge of meet
ing the BS VI norms and de

12-18 months, ALL plans o
add 400 w0 500 touchpoints
across [ndia.

Earber, we used to be
where the customers used
buy the vehicles and then
moved 1o places where they
operated. Now, we have
moved to wherever the cus
tomers are. Our endeavour
is o have az least one wuch
point every 50 km across In-
dia, saicd Anu) Kathuna, cheet
operating ofheer, ALL.

Adani’s high bids delaying airports takeover?

Firm cites force majeure clause, seeks more time for asset transfer fee payvment

SPECIAL CORRESIMONDENT

The staggeningly hagh bads
quoted last year by Adani
Enterprises for six AAI air-
ports has possibly now e
sulted in it dilly dallymg in
taking over thetr possession,
aviathon analvsts say.

Adinl Enterprises has
songght six more months 1o
take possession ot three am
ports for which it signed a

The por passenger
fee. the criteria for
selecting the bidder,
Enterprises wis
ambitions

der for all six mrports. lis
bids were called “aggres-
shve™ by then AAI Chalrman,
Gurupeasad Mohaptra, and
were JO% to 6GDON higher
than the second highest d

stantial amount of todal reve
nue. These sources of
revenue, such as retail parks,
aerocny, take material time
to develop. Amd, now with
travel demand raking a hit
due to the pandemic this
task hos become much more
challenging,” said an indus-
try Insider. He added, T am
ot surprised by their reluc

tance. [t was always a ume of
when they would make nt

attractive but a black swan
cvent of this kind will dent
long term valuanons. Hence,
biddings whether in the near
term of even Liter, should at-
tract global bidders, bt a0
lower valuations as com-
pared to those last vear. That
1s 3 compromise the govern-
mend will have o make 1o se-
cume cash for AATL and For
deepening and widening the
reach of airport infrastruc




Basu Chatterjee: The quintessential family man

He was a torchbearer of light-hearted. middle class family dramas that often pivoted around independent women

NAMRATA FOSMI
TR

Filmmaker screenwriter Ba
su Chamerjee could well be
callad the quiniessential e
mily man of Hindi cmema of
the 1970s and 1580s, His de
bt film, Sara Akash, setina
jolmt family in Agra, was
about a young, incompatible
couple, forced into an ar
ranged marriage, trying to
adiust o domesticity and
gradually gemting w discover
each other. The 1969 film -
along with Mrimal Sen's Bhu-
van Shome and Mami Kaul's
Usia Roh from the same vear
- Is regarded as having ush-
ered In the New Wave move-
ment in Indian anema.
Kaul, Kumar Shahani and
Basu Bhattacharva conn
nued to remain Chanerjee’s
creative comrades and
Iriends, though he himeelf
n]‘ﬂ‘t‘d to embrace what has
since been called the muddle
of-the road cmema. He,
along with Hrishikesh Muk-

IN BRIEF

ettt

N TWEDy

Atletico Madnd forward
Diego Costa has been
arcered to pay 4 Fine of

€5431,000 after admitting to
defrauding Sp=nish tax

a1 fharibies off rwwe than a

herjee, became the torch-
bearer of light-hearted, en-
tertaining, micddle class
family dramas that offered a
parallel narrative w  the
mamstream  Angry Young
Man movics on the one hand
and the radical, path-break-
ing, ardstic and experimen-
tal concerns of the New
Wave

That journcy started with
Piva Ka Ghar {(1972), where
newly married Maltl (java
Bachchan), wsed w the ex-
panse of her village home,
hinds it disconcerting to have
no privacy with her husband
Ram (Anil Dhawan) in the
matchbox flar which houses
all the members of the amily
together

Family and the skem of re
lationships within hs folds
remained a Hfelong concern
ko Chatterjee. Be it Privata-
ma (1977), about a young
couple on the verge of di
vorce, or Khatta Meetha
(1978) that kooked at the hell

19350-2020

that breaks loose when two
widowed people deade to
et marrsed much to the con-
stermation of thelr kids
There were the Perreira-Bra-
ganza families of Baton Ba-
ton Mem (19749) that came 10
define Bandra households,
while Apne Paraye (1981)
boked at the Assures within
a family that can lead to its
cventual dismtegranon.
Anil Dhawan, who played
the lead, alongside jJava

Bachchan, m Piva Ka Ghar,
says it feels fresh even today.
“Till date, | get calls when so
meone watches i, he says.
The reason It has held sowell
is because it's real, a part of
the lived experiences of the
audience, and holds a mirror
to their lves. “There’s noth-
ing fake about it Fillmmakers
show us dreams; he showed
us our reality — our homes,
our jood, the bags we hold
while carching a bus for go-
ing 1o office.” he says.

Chatterjee’s storytelling,
like that of Mukherjee’s, was
straghtforward, unadorned
and uncomplicated, even If
the emotions deak wih
winild have been complex,
“His content was like a fresh
breeze even though his ane
matic grammar remained
simple and basic,” says actor-
disecior M. K. Raina, who
worked with him in Ek Ruka
Hua Faisla (1986), an Indian
adaptation of Sidney Lumet's
Twelve Angry Men.

We need to be smart in how we
[nvest In programmes, says Bates

UTHRA GANESAN

NEW [ELI

New Zealand all-rounder Sor
oc Bates feels ornicket wall
hawve totake a hard look at s
programmes, planning and
investments as the world
cormes 10 termms with 2 new
normal amdst the coronavr

rus pandemic.

& rvrram oulf W% wres sreal A

Bares, the World No. 2
and batswaman with most
T200 s ever — man or wor
man - and part of the New
Zealand basketball side x
the Beljing Olvmpics, Is also
hopeful  the  guadrennial
Games will happen next
yrar.

[0 N NS ey ERSp— F—

A singular aspect about
Chatterjee’s hlms was how
much they were pivoted
around women - educated,
intedligent and independent,
negotating personal or rela-
vonship comundrums, ques
toning but not quite pushing
the envelope, eventually
coming back 1o the conven-
tional family fold than stray-
ing far away from it. Like Vi
dva Sinha m Rajnigandha
(1974), caught berween two

lar opposite men In her

ife, played by Dinesh Tha-
kur, and Amol Palekar in his
Hndi hlm debut. The him
tumed out 1o be a sleeper hit
and led w rwo more success-
es rom the Chatterjee-Pale-
kar duo - Chhoti Si Boat
(1976) and Chitchor (1£776).

Even his foray into televi-
glon, In the heydays of Door-
darshan, was marked with
the icomic series Rajami,
which made Priva Tendulkar
instantly popular as the cru
gader raking on the nef-

BWF cancels
Hyderabad
Open 2020

RAKFESH KA
HE® DLLICE

As wiklely expected, the in-
augural $90,000 Hydera
bad Open, announced as
pat of the Badminwon
World Federation (BWF)
calendar for 2000, stamds
cancelled.

On Thursday. the BWF

s arr o Fe Aol #

cient government othces and
Systems.

Having been a journalis:
and cartoonist, he picked his
stovies with care. The popu-
lar Doordarshan series
Byomkesh Bakshi (retele
cast dunng the lockdown)
was based om Sharadindu
Bandyopadiways  works
centred om  the icomic
detective.,

Charternpee’s hims were
about longterm associa-
tions, be it with Vidya Sinha
or Amol Palekar or Deven
Verma or Asrani or Rajesh
Roshan, Hakesh Hoshan,
Amit Khanna or Yogesh. In a
matter of two months during
this pandemic we have had
three of these team members
pass on in quick suoCcssion
Ranjit Chowdhry, Yopesh,
and now, the capain of the
ship, RBasu Chatterjee. The
comsolaton s that flms, and
the famulies in them, will bve
on m our cellecove memo-
ries and shared nostalgia,

56 films to receive
Cannes 2020 label

Will help their journey in the
festival circuit and theatres

NAMRATA JOSMT

Wes  Andersom, Francois
Ozon, Naormu Kawasc, Steve
McQueen, Timothee Chala-
met, Saolrse Ronan, Kae
Winslet and many more
stars would have shined on
the red carpet at Palais des
Festnuls et des Congres,
with thelr new flms pre-
miering a1 Grand Theatre
Lumiere and Claude Debus-
sy Theatre, had the 731d edi-
ton of Cannes Film Festival,
scheduled 10 run from May
12-23, not been cancelled In
the midst of the coronavirus
pandemic.

However, one of the big
pest celabraions of cinema,
has gone ahead with 15 se-
lection. President  Pierre
Lescure and General Dele-
gate Thicrry Fremaux an
nounced the pick of 56 hlms
for 2020 on Wednesday

Dubov takes title

RAKESH RAD
NEW DE L

Less than two years after

surprisingly becomung the
World rapid champion, Da-

misl Dubov  femly  esta-
hlshed his credentials as
the next bag speed-chess
player by nailing Hikaru Na

lamura 3-2 and winning the

$150,000 Lindores Abbey

Rapid Challenge chess title
on Wednesday

Dudew carmed 345 000
and a place in the Grand Fr
nal m August. Nakamura,
conqueror of Magnus Carl
sen in the semifinals, re
celvedd $27,000.
The results (final. third mini-
match): Daruil Dubov (Rus) bt
Hikary Makarmura (USA) 3-2.

evening.

I'he blms may not have
plaved at the Crolsere but
will recelve Cannes 2020 la-
bel that will help their jour-
ney ahead in the Alm festival
circudt and in theatres.

The 56 films were chosen
from the 2,067 feature hims
received this year compared
o LS45 In 2019, L9 In
M8 armd 1,885 in 2007

“Cannes Film Festival will
muintain its misaion of put-
ting cinema at the heart of
the world, as it has been do
Ing since its Arst edition.

"We will bear witness to
cnemas Impenous  pre
sence and prodagicus vitali-
ty,” sakd Fremaux, In 2 com-
munigque ahead of the
announcement.

The full List of 56 filims can
be accessed at

hitps: /it Iy JeHuvWi

BFC allotted
Asia berth

SPORTS REPORTER
PENi-LLL R

The AIFF, on Thursday, an-
mounced Bengaluru FC as
India's third team in the
2021 AFC contmental clab
compctitions. The side will
feature in the AFC Cup
play-off next vear. FC Goa
will play in the AFC Clam-
pions League group stage
and ATK Mohun Bagan in

wha & BT Faesr eesviery eFo i
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Golters Ras/ud Khan, Aditi
Ashok and Diisha Dagar have
been nominated for this
year's Anura Award by the
indian Galf Union IGL). The
Frofesssonal Golf Towr of
Incha (PGTI) and Women's
Golf Assaciation of Inclia
(WGAD wend their

recommencetions to the IGU.
[ i}

AIFF to pay to
u-1T7WC

L 2 T

The All Incka Football
Fedesatson (AIFF) on
Thursday decicled to pay
two-month stipend of
V10000 per player for the
moeths of June and July to
the country’s FIFA u-17
Women's World Cup
probabiles to meet thaur
dietary requaements as
lt}:;:mr-g remained swipended.

WRC Rally New Zealand
cancelled

WL WG N

The New Zaaland leg of the
World Rally Champonship
(WRC) has heen ¢ anc pllead
because of border restrictions
mmposed followirg the
CIONID-19 panciemic, 1T was
scheduled from Sept. 306

VFI free to conduct
league, rules arbitrator
el TN

Volleyball Feceration of India
i free to conduct the
Volleyball League without
any impediment, Jccording to
a pross relaawe from the
feceration The artetrator (M.
Eannan), in the arbitration
betweaer Baseline Ventuies

and VT | modified his earlier
arcer dated January 18,

2020, and clafied in an
order on Wednesdey (June 1)
that the VFI can call for fresh
tenders 10 conduct the

league. In 3 message Lo The
Mincdu, Joy Bhattachaya,

Have battled depression: Uthappa

“I was thinking about how I would survive this day’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DE1 K

Robin Uthappa, a key mem-
ber of the 2007 world T20-
winning Indian team, re
vealad that he bagtled clink
cal depression and suicidal
thoughts for necarly two
vears dunng his career, a
phase when the game was
1aps the only thing that
ept him from “jumping off a
balcony”.

“I remember around
2009 1o 2011, It was constan
and 1 would deal with tha
on a daily hasis.

“There were times where
| wasn't even thinkang about
cricket, it was probably the
farthest thing in my mind,”
he said during a Roval Rajas-
than Foundation's live ses

sion Mind, Body and Soul

“I was thinking about how
| would survive this day and
move on to the next, what's
happening to my life and In
which direction am 1 head-
ing. Cricket kept my mind off
these thoughts but it became
really dificudt on non-match
days and during the
off-season.

“Some days, [ would just
be sitting there and would
thmk to myself on the count
of three, I'm golng 1o run
and jump off from the baleo-
ny but something held me
back.,” he recalled.

NO regrets

Uthappa sald he had no re-
grets about how he dealt
with the lows of his life.

Robin Uthappa.

&FLE PFHOTD. K. BEHALYA PRALLYH

I remember around
20000 to 2000, it was
constant and |

would deal with that
on a dily basis

Still a fragile situation: Naubert

Athletes should not overexert themselves on return: Ghouse

KAMESH SRINIVASAN

NEW LM
World sport is slowly coming
back to life, starting with the
German football league.
Even though it was the
hrst major event to get back
on the held akker the CO
VID-19 outbreak, the rest of
the world may not be able to
wee the Bundesiga's blue
print = with different situa-
tions and rules in place m
different countnes.
“Germany was hit hard by
the coronavine, but the
desath rate was not very high
We tried to bring football
back and get back to normal

mervern | WA = o A Firueee W maels

eration of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI).

“The measures by the
Cerman government were
right, and the national
health system was strong.
Everyone played their part
in the restart, and we are go-
ing macch by march. It is still
a fragile situation,” conced-
ed Nabert

ISW Sports CEO Mustafa
Ghouse said it was impor
tant (o be in constant touch
with the athletes and calm
them down. “The athiletes
have pentup encrgy. We
have to cnsurc that they

At A emrorE S e s

their training load,” he said

With so many foothall
leagues reviving around the
world, Chouse sald there
would be enough examples
for the ISL o fodlow when it
starts in October

Touching on the cconom
i simuation, [0A president
Narinder Batra sasd cricket
aind foothall k=f only 510 7%
of the sporsorship money
be shared by about 58 disci-
plines, and that the govern
ment had assured support
for main sports wntil the
Commaomwealth and Asian
Games in 2022,

INCREDIBLE COURAGE,
DEAR HUMAN.

The elephant. The uncromned king of the
jungle. The largest animal on land. Duer 5 10es of
brase force. It mams the jungle Be & owns il,
because It dees. by mesacieg tusts e one of the
moit feared weapeas in the aeimal bingdom, The
bare sight of the chergng tusher is enough to send
shivers down e wpine of eesry veriebrate i its
wimity. But not surs. The waliart Pumass.

We are frades. We crawl up with our
pulfed-up chests, stiaght into e dephant’s
teeritory Aimed with menely 4 high-powered e,
we taeak up on the majestic
beast. Then, with &
gentle squeere
of th trigoer,
we end e
elephant’s
reign. When
theve 'l &
qun handy,
we jeat lace
some foed
with deady ponan
and leave it in the
wid. Brawe, 'L 7™

The dlephant bs not deae in serendeing o
our daredeviry. [he 300-year-oi€ oat tree that the
humin dingle-handedly cut dewn with an
electroplited chaasaw b anotses faroe of natuwe
that bowed down befvee sur reghL The whales, the
biggest creatres on Dhe planel a'e chased dewn on
matorised boats asd Glled with motonived
harpsans. Giant Doulders shattered Lo bils with
dynamite. Evecgreen forests flattened with

bulldess. Guaeful binds readessd Mghtless with
mathanical croutbowy, The ‘w1 & ondless The
courspe of tse hurans knows se bourds after all
Well almout

Thve Loy virws has browght o mighty being:
10 ont anest. We bave bees forced e retroat ane
stay within the corfines of var bomes. There & fear
i the @y o word that ceenol B loand in s
cictidaaties. it hat tiowed us down, alkewing the
rest of the species to catch wg. The bunter has
become the bunted The dectroyer had became the
cestructtle. [he balince of sower has changed
reabing us weak and the resl
of 1w planet sireng

But we wil

be back. We wil
returm  with
mare avdacily
than ever
before

Wor wil

lear

down the
¢nroweent

quilt or fear We wil day the inhabsiants of the
land e i ¢ B cby. With eur vacciaated
kodizs and 1aedised sifles. Our cameufoged genr

and our pight-sisian qoggles Dur eaplesives Dur
wehicles, Dur machines. We will force the plaset 1o

submit to our beavery, ance again. We will grab
powes bach, with every tos! al ow Sspenal Except
for our comscieace, the one 0l That makes w
Fuman in tye frst place

5th June, 2020 — World Erviroament Day
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