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Opinion

Do we need to change how cities are governed in India?
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Numaligarh Refinery accorded Navaratna
status, informs Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Puri

Numaligarh Refinery becomes the 27th CPSE to be accorded the status.
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The Nurraligarh refinery in Adsam. Sile | Phole Creadie The Hndu

Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) has been accorded ‘Navratna’ status. Union Minister for
Petroleum and Narural Gas Hardeep Singh informed on Monday (December 1, 2025) 1t
becomes the 27th Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) to be accorded the status



*Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) has been accorded *Navratna’ status.
* It becomes the 27th Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) to be accorded the status.

petroleum refinery is situated at Numaligarh in Golaghat district of Assam.
It had an annual turnover of X25,147 crores, housing net profits of 1,608 crores for FY 2024-25.

India’s central public sector enterprises (CPSEs) are classified into three major categories — Miniratna,
Navratna and Maharatna CPSEs.

The main aim of assigning the “ratna” statuses was to give operational freedom and decision-making
power to the state-run entities.



List of 14 Maharatna Companies in India

Here is the list of 14 Central Public Sector Enterprises that are classified as Maharatna
Companies:

SI.No

Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSE - Maharatna Company)

1 NTPC Limited (NTPC)

2 Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC)
3 Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)

4 Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL)

5 Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL)

6 Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL)
7 Coal India Limited (CIL)




8 GAIL India Limited (GAIL)

9 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL)

10 Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID)
11 Power Finance Corporation

12 | Rural Electrification Corporation Limited

13 Qil India Ltd

14 Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
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Gujarat — Jamnagar, Vadinar, Koyall
Maharashtra — Mumbai BPCL + Trombay HPCL
Assam - Digboi, Guwahati, Bongaigaon, Numaligarh
Tamil Nadu — Manali (Chennai) + Nagapattinam
Kerala — Kochi

Karnataka - Mangalore (MRPL)

Andhra Pradesh — Vizag + Tatipaka

Madhya Pradesh — Bina

Odisha — Paradip

West Bengal — Haldia

Bihar — Barauni

Haryana — Panipat

Uttar Pradesh — Mathura



*Largest refinery in India & the world — Jamnagar (Reliance, Gujarat)
*Largest PSU refinery in India — Panipat Refinery (10CL, Haryana)
*India’s oldest refinery — Digboi (Assam, 1901)

*Most refineries in a single state — Assam (4 )



Explained: The Indian Statistical Institute
Bill 2025, and why it had led to protests

On Friday, students, faculty members, and stafl at the Kolkata campus of the Indian Statistical Institute held

protests against the drait Biull's changes to the insttute’s governance structure. Here’s a breakdown of the row.
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*Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) i1s a premier national institution devoted to research, teaching, and
application of statistics, mathematics, computer science and related disciplines.

*Founded by Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis in 1931 (Kolkata).

*Recognized as an Institute of National Importance under the ISI Act, 195

*Headquarter - Kolkata (West Bengal)



*Government proposed a new “IS1 Bill” to replace the ISI Act, 1959.

*Aim of Government:

erestructure ISI.

sconvert from a registered society to a statutory corporate body,
*introduce a new Board of Governance,

increase operational efficiency & accountability.

*Concerns / Opposition:

fear of loss of academic autonomy and increased central control,
*possible reduction of Kolkata’s primacy,

«academics may lose representation in governance,

erisk of shifting from research focus — commercial priorities.
*Protests in Kolkata and other centres by students, faculty, alumni.



Navy Day: President Murmu salutes bravery of
Navy personnel

December 4 is observed as Navy Day as an acknowledgement of the Navy’s seminal role in the country’s
defence, and to commemorate its valour against Pakistan during the 1971 war
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*Navy Day is celebrated on the 4th of December every vear to recognise the achievements and role of
the Indian Navy.

About

*It was on this day in 1971, during Operation Trident, that the Indian Navy sank four Pakistani
vessels, including PNS Khaibar.

*This year, the Navy Day is being celebrated with a spectacular Operational Demonstration
at Shangumugham beach in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.



President of India pays floral tributes to Dr Rajendra Prasad on his birth
anniversary

wfaty [ 03 DEC 2025 1:12PM by PIB Delhi

[he President of India, Smt Droupadi Mumnu, paid floral tributes to Dr Rajendra Prasad. the first President of India, on his birth anniversary at Rashirapail Bhavan today
(December 3, 2025)




Dr Rajendra Prasad, birth anniversary on 3rd December 2025.

About: Rajendra Prasad was born on 3rd December 1884 in Zeradei, Siwan, Bihar, and passed away
on 28th February 1963 in Patna, leaving behind a legacy that continues to inspire millions.

Role in the Freedom Struggle: Prasad gave up his legal career to join the independence movement in
1920 and was imprisoned during the Salt Satyagraha in 1931 and the Quit India Movement in 1942.

He presided over the Bombay session of the Indian National Congress in 1934 and
became Congress President after Subhash Chandra Bose's resignation in 1939,

Role in Constitutional Making: He was appointed President of the Constituent Assembly in 1946.
He led committees on the National Flag, Rules of Procedure, and Finance and Staff.

Literary Works: Satyagraha at Champaran (1922), India Divided (1946), Atmakatha (1946), and Bapu
ke Kadmon Mein (1954).

Award: He was awarded the Bharat Ratna in 1962.



*Presidency: Elected as India’s first President in 1950, he served for over 12 years(the longest tenure by
any President) and remains the only President to be unanimously re-elected, in both 1952 and 1957.



Twin of Milky Way galaxy discovered. Indian
team names it Alaknanda

The galaxy. named Alaknanda. was discovered by Indian researchers Rashi Jain and
Yogesh Wadadekar using the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST).
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The galaxy, named Alaknanda, was discovered by Indian researchers Rashi Jain and Yogesh
Wadadekar using the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) resemblance to the Milky Way.

«James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) is the largest and most powerful space telescope ever built.

*Joint project of:

*NASA (USA)

*CSA (Canadian Space Agency
*ConsiderESA (European Space Agency

Closest major galaxy to the Milky Way — Andromeda

Which galaxy does the Solar System belong to — Milky Way



India’s missile woman Dr Tessy Thomas
honoured with eighth Paulos Mar
Gregorlos Award

Dr Thomas had held the position of Director General (Aeronautical Systems), Defence Research & Develop

Organisation (DRDO), and Vice-Chancellor of Noorul Islam Cenwre for Higher Education
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Tessy Thomas, widely known as India’s ‘Missile Woman’, has been recognised with the Dr Paulos
Mar Gregorios Award 2025 for her pioneering contributions to defence science.

Instituted by: Sophia Society of the Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Church

Purpose: The purpose of the award is to acknowledge service that uplifts society and demonstrates a union of
intellectual rigour with humane, ethical responsibility.

Frequency: The award is presented every alternate vear.

Named after: It is established in memory of Dr Paulos Mar Gregorios, who served as the first Metropolitan of
the Delhi Diocese and was also a scholar, linguist, theologian, ecumenical leader and socio-political thinker.

He also served as President of the World Council of Churches, adding to the global significance of his
legacy.

Award is given to: The award honours individuals whose contributions reflect the blend of scholarship, moral
clarity, social commitment and spiritual depth associated with Paulos Mar Gregorios.
It recognises people whose work upholds human dignity and empowers disadvantaged or overlooked
communities.



AWARDS 2025




Anora

Chinese architect Liu Jiakun

Jayshree Venkatesan

i

Laapataa Ladies’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Andrew Barto and Richard Sutton

Gayatri Spivak

Chiranjeevi

Vinod Shukla

97th Academy Awards

Pritzker Architecture Prize

Ramsar Award for ‘Wetland Wise
Use'.

Best Picture Award(lIFA)

Grand Commander of the Order of
the Star and Key of the Indian
Ocean

'ACM A.M. Turing Award

Holberg Prize

Lifetime Achievement(UK House of
‘commons)

Jnanpith Award



Masaki Kashiwara Abel Prize

| Sahitya Akademi Awards

(Fnalish | annuane)

Gagan Gill, Main Jab Tak Aai Bahar Sahitya Akademi Awards (Hindi

Easterine Kire, Spirit Nights (Novel)

(Poetry) Language)
- Ramnath Goenka Journalism Awards
=nubdnajit Koy :
Shubnajit Ro 2025(Israel Conflict)
Chandrika Tandon First Grammy award for Album "Triveni"

' Manu Bhaker (Shooter). D Gukesh

Chess Champion), Harmanpreet Singh
(Men's Hockey Captain). Praveen Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award

Kumar (Para-Athlete)

Indian National Centre for Ocean Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda
Information Services Prabandhan Puraskar-2025

Dr. Syed Anwar Khursheed received the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award
2025



-»34th Saraswati Samman for 2024 was awarded to Mahamahopadhyaya Sadhu Bhadreshdas for his
Sanskrit book, Swaminarayana Siddhanta Sudha.

->Sudarsan Pattnaik Becomes First Indian to Win Fred Darrington Sand Art Award
->Rajesh Unni Honored With National Maritime Varuna Award

=2>PM Modi was conferred the prestigious ‘Mithra Vibhushana’ medal by the Government of Sri Lanka,
highest civilian honour of the island nation

=2 Dr. D. Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman of AIG Hospitals, Hyderabad, has been conferred with the
prestigious ‘Legends of Endoscopy’ award by a community of Japanese gastroenterologists, in
recognition of his groundbreaking work in Gastrointestinal (Gl) Endoscopy

- Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu named World Economic Forum Young Global Leader
2025



= Child rights activist and lawyer Bhuwan Ribhu has become the first Indian lawyer to be
conferred with the ‘Medal of Honour’ by the World Jurist Association (WJA)

-> Brazilian scientist Mariangela Hungria was awarded the World Food Prize
2024 for her groundbreaking work in sustainable agriculture and biological
nitrogen fixation.

- Banu Mushtaq has etched her name in history by securing the 2025 International
Booker Prize for her Kannada short story collection Heart Lamp. The book, translated
into English by Deepa Bhasthi, is a powerful portrayal of the challenges faced by

Muslim women in S. India

->Brazilian scientist Mariangela Hungria recently won the 2025 World Food Prize for her
pioneering work in reducing the use of chemical fertilisers and developing biological

seed and soil treatments to boost crop yields and nutrition.



-» Opal Suchata, Miss Thailand, was crowned Miss World 2025 at a glittering finale of the
72nd Miss World 2025 held at the Hitex Exhibition Centre, Hyderabad, Telangana, on 31
May 2025. She is the first female from Thailand to be crowned Miss World.

-2 Sonu Sood was honored with the Miss World Humanitarian Award at the 72nd Miss
World Festival in Hyderabad, Telangana. He received the award in recognition of his
philanthropic work, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic. The award was
presented during the Grand Finale of the festival on May 31, 2025.

- Humanitarian leader Madhusudan Sai was conferred Fiji’s highest honour, the
‘Companion of the Order of Fiji’, by the President of Fiji Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu at the

State House of Fiji

—> Aditya Birla Group chairman Kumar Mangalam Birla honoured with Lata Deenanath
Mangeshkar Award 2025.



<>President Droupadi Murmu presented the Kalinga Ratna Award-2024 to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan at an event in Cuttack, Odisha.

= Suhani Shah from Rajasthan has become the first Indian to win the ‘Best Magic Creator 2025’
award at the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés Magiques (FISM)—popularly known as the

Oscars for magicians

> An Indian non-profit organisation ‘Foundation to Educate Girls Globally’, dedicated to mobilise
community and government resources for girls’ education in rural and educationally disadvantaged
areas of India, has been named a 2025 Ramon Magsaysay Awardee

Foundation, widely known as Educate Girls, is the first Indian organisation to receive the
prestigious award, which is considered Asia’s equivalent of the Nobel Prize. The Foundation, started in
Rajasthan, was founded in 2007 by Safeena Husain.

Other 2025 winners include Shaahina Ali from the Maldives for her environmental work
and Flaviano Antonio L. Villanueva from the Philippines.



=» Union Minister Nitin Gadkari received the 43rd Lokmanya Tilak National Award .

-> Prime Minister Narendra Modi instituted a global award in memory of Professor M. S. Swaminathan,
father of India’s Green Revolution, to honour scientists from developing nations working for “Food and
Peace.” The first M. S. Swaminathan Award for Food and Peace was conferred to Nigerian scientist Prof.
Ademola A. Adenle for combating hunger in Nigeria.

=> The Bibi Fatima Women’s Self-Help Group (SHG) from Teertha village in Karnataka’s Dharwad district
won the prestigious Equator Initiative Award 2025, This United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) prize honours community-led nature-based solutions for sustainable development
and climate resilience.

=> Sculptor Premchandra Pukhrambam won the Lalit Kala Akademi Award 2025 at the 64th National
Exhibition of Art (NEA) for his wooden sculpture

-2 Leila Aboulela, a Sudanese-Scottish writer, has been named the winner of the 2025 PEN Pinter Prize. The
award was announced in London on July 10, 2025, by English PEN, in recognition of her powerful
writing that explores faith, migration, and the lives of Muslim women



-0n July 6, 2025, Prime Minister Narendra Modi received the ‘Key to the City’ of Buenos Aires during
his official visit to Argentina.

=> Dr. Sonali Ghosh, Field Director of Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve, became the first

Indian to win the IUCN WCPA Kenton Miller Award 2025, announced at the IUCN World
Conservation Congress in Abu Dhabi.

->» Vigyan Ratna
Prof. Jayant Vishnu Narlikar — Awarded posthumously for his outstanding contribution to Physics.

=> France has conferred one of its highest civilian honours, the Chevalier de I'Ordre national du Mérite (Knight of
the National Order of Merit), on Sunil Kant Munjal, chairman of Hero Enterprise and founder of the
Serendipity Arts Foundation

> Hungarian-British author David Szalay wins the 2025 Booker Prize for his profound and haunting novel
Flesh.

> The Golden Peacock for the Best Feature Film at IFFI 2025 was bagged by Ashleigh Mayfair’s ‘Skin
of Youth’.



-> Tessy Thomas, widely known as India’s ‘Missile Woman’, has been recognised with the Dr Paulos Mar
Gregorios Award 2025 for her pioneering contributions to defence science.



Al just 3 years old, Sarvagya Kushwaha becomes world’s
youngest FIDE-rated chess player

TOI Sports Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / Dec 03, 2025, 10:59 IST 7> share | [ )] [AA] [ preterreaon G |

Three-year-old Sarvagya Singh Kushwaha from Madhya Pradesh has become the youngest player Lo earn an
offical FIDE rating at 1572, He achieved this by defeating three intemationally rated opponents, showcasing
excepltional talent and discipline, His parents introduced him to chess Lo limit screen time, leading Lo his rapid

NEW DELHI: In a remarkable milestone for Indlan
chess, three-year-old Sarvagya Singh Kushwaha
from Madhya Pradesh's Sagar district has created
history by becoming the youngest player ever to
earn an official FIDE rating. At 3 years, 7 months
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Carvagya Singh Kushwaha (Fic credit: X/Rakesh Kulkarni)
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and 20 days, Sarvagya has shattered the previous
record held by West Bengal’s Anish Sarkar and
entered the global chess rankings with an
impressive 1572 rating, instantly marking himself

— A °"

as a prodigy to watch.



Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha, who hails from Madhya Pradesh’s Sagar district, became the

KounEest player in chess hlstorv to be rated by FIDE, smashing the record that was previously
eld by compatriot Anish Sarkar of West Bengal.

India’s Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha made chess history on Tuesday, becoming the voungest player
in the world to be ranked by FIDE, the International Chess Federation, at the age of 3 years, 7
months and 20 days.

broke the record that was previously held by West Bengal’s Anish Sarkar, who had achieved the feat at the age
of 3 years and 8 montbhs.



Five products from Tamil Nadu — Woraiyur cotton sari, Kavindapadi nattu sakkarai (jaggery
powder), Namakkal makkal pathirangal (soapstone cookware), the traditional Thooyamalli rice

variety and Ambasamudram choppu saman (wooden toys) — have secured the Geographical
Indications (GI) tag, spotlighting the State’s diverse craftsmanship and agricultural heritage.

The additions bring Tamil Nadu’s total number of GI-tagged items to 74.
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*President: Vliadimir Putin — He continues to hold the office as President of Russia.
Prime Minister: Mikhail Mishustin

*Currency — Rubel

*Defence - Sukhoi Fighter Jet ; S400 Defence system



*Continent: Europe + Asia (Eurasia)

*Largest country in the world (Area: ~17 million sq. km).
*Capital: Moscow

*Bordering Countries (14)

Ural Mountains
Runs north—-south, forms natural boundary between Europe & Asia.

Caucasus Mountains
Between Black Sea & Caspian Sea.
Mount Elbrus, highest peak in Europe.

*Volga — longest in Europe, major inland waterway.
*Empties into Caspilan Sea

Lake Baikal
World’s deepest freshwater lake.



Kaliningrad
*Russian exclave between Poland & Lithuania.
*High military significance.



Lake Baikal — Deepest Lake

*[ocated in Siberia. Russia.

*The deepest lake in the world [ 1.637 metres deep]
*It is the world’s largest lake by volume.

*It 1s the second longest.

LLake Tanganyika — Longest Lake

*The longest lake in the world. [660 kilometres long]|

*It 1s also the second largest by volume.

*It is the second deepest lake in the world, after lake Baikal.

*The world’s highest commercially navigable lake is Lake Titicaca in Peru and Bolivia border at 3,812 m. It is also
the largest lake in South America.



The Mahad Satyagraha was a movement led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar on 20 March 1927 in Mahad

(Raigad district, Maharashtra) to assert the right of untouchables (Dalits) to access public water
sources.

[t is considered the first mass movement against caste discrimination led by Ambedkar.

In 1924, the Mahad Municipality passed a resolution allowing all communities (including untouchables)
to use the Chavdar (Chawdar) Lake.

Upper caste groups refused to implement the decision, fearing loss of caste authority.
This led to Ambedkar organising a peaceful movement for equality.

Ambedkar led a second satyvagraha in December 1927.
*The book Manusmriti was symbolically burned for sanctioning caste discrimination and untouchability



Every year 4™ December is marked as International Cheetah Day since 2010. The day is dedicated to emphasizing
global efforts to prevent the cheetah's extinction and promote its conservation.

*American zoologist, Dr. Laurie Marker, founder of the Cheetah Conservation Fundin 1991, designated this day in
honor of Khayam, a cheetah she raised.

*Namibia has the world's largest population of cheetahs

About Cheetah

e [tis one of the oldest of the big cat species, with ancestors that can be traced back more
than five million years to the Miocene era.

* Namibia has the world’s largest population of cheetahs.
* The fastest land animal in the world, a cheetah can reach 112km/hin just three seconds.

e |In 1952, the Indian government officially declared the Cheetah extinct in the country.
The cheetah is the only large carnivore to have gone extinct in India, primarily due to

hunting and habitat loss.






