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About the Index of Industrial Production (lIP)

The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is a key statistical tool used to measure the
short-term changes in the volume of production in Indian industries.

It provides insight into the growth or contraction of industrial activity over a given
period, making it a crucial economic performance indicator.

The IIP is published by the Central Statistics Office(CSO), which is part of the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).

The current base year for the index is 2011-12. This base year was adopted to reflect

modern industrial structure and production patterns, following periodic revisions from
earlier base years such as 1937, 1946, 1951, 1956, and so on.

Sectoral Composition of IIP (Weight-wise):
« Manufacturing: 77.63% of total weight (809 items)

- Mining: 14.37% (29 items)
- Electricity: 7.99% (1 item)



Eight Core Industries (Weight in |IP: 40.27%)

e Listed in decreasing order of weightage:
- Refinery Products

o Electricity

o Steel

« Coal

+ Crude Ol

- Natural Gas
- Cement

« Fertilisers



The Consumer Price Index (CPI) 1s the primary measure of retail inflation in India.

It tracks changes in the prices of goods and services consumed by households and is used
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to frame monetary policy under the inflation-targeting
framework.

CPI reflects the cost of living and directly affects interest rates, wages, pensions, and
government welfare schemes.

It is based on a “basket” of goods and services that represents typical household
consumption patterns.

Since consumption habits change over time due to income growth, technological shifts,
and urbanisation, the CPl basket must be periodically revised.

Without such revisions, the index may misrepresent actual inflation trends.



About Consumer Price Index (CPI) Base 2024=100;

What it is?

e Consumer Price Index (CPI) measures the change in retail prices of a fixed basket of goods and services
consumed by households, and is India’s headline retail inflation indicator (YoY % change in CPI).

Published by: Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation (MoSPI) through NSO (National Statistical Office). Price
collection is done by the Field Operations Division (NSO).

Base year:

* New base: 2024 = 100

» Earlier base: 2012 =100

» Weights source: Household Consumption Expenditure Survey (HCES) 2023-24.




Key features of CP| 2024 series:

*New international system (12 categories instead of 6): Earlier, prices were grouped into 6 big categories.
Now they are divided into 12 clearer categories, like health, transport, education, communication, etc.

*More items included (358 instead of 299): The price basket now covers more products and services people
actually use today, so inflation reflects real life better.

*More focus on services: Earlier, services (like education, transport, OTT, healthcare) were fewer. Now more
services are included, because people spend more on services today than before.

Detailed data every month: Now inflation data is available not just for India overall, but also for each state,
and separately for rural and urban areas, every month.

*Modern price collection (using tablets): Earlier, data was written on paper. Now officers use tablets (digital
devices) to collect prices.

*Online prices included: Since many people shop online now, prices from online platforms (like OTT
subscriptions or flight tickets) are also included.

+Official government data used for some services: For things like rail fares, postal charges, petrol, diesel, LPG,
official government price data is used directly to ensure accuracy.

*The new series introduces rural house rent for the first time, significantly improving the coverage of rural
housing consumption.



What is Wholesale Price Index?

* Wholesale Price Index, or WPI, measures the changes in the prices of goods sold and
traded in bulk by wholesale businesses to other businesses.

* Wholesale market is only for goods, one cannot buy services on a wholesale basis.
- It 1s used to track the supply and demand dynamics in industry, manufacturing and
construction.

» The index is released by the Economic Advisor in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry every month.

» The quantum of rise in the WPl month-after-month is used to measure the level of
wholesale inflation in the economy.

How 1s WPI calculated?

* The index is based on the wholesale prices of number of relevant commodities available.

* The commodities are chosen based on their significance in the region.
- These represent different strata of the economy and are expected to provide a
comprehensive WPI value.

* Number of commodities: 697 items

e Base year: 2011-12



Major Components of WPI

* '‘Pnimary articles’ (22.62%) 1s a major component of WPI, further subdivided into Food
Articles and Non-Food Articles:

: Food Articles: Cereals, Paddy, Wheat, Pulses, Vegetables, Fruits, Milk, Eggs, Meat &
Fish, etc.

: Non-Food Articles: Oil Seeds, Minerals and Crude Petroleum.

¢ The next major basket in WPI is Fuel & Power (13.15%), which tracks price movements in
Petrol, Diesel and LPG.

* The biggest basket 1s Manufactured Goods (64.23%). It spans across a variety of

manufactured products such as Textiles, Apparels, Paper, Chemicals, Plasticc Cement,
Metals, and more.

* Manufactured Goods basket also includes manufactured food products such as Sugar,
Tobacco Products, Vegetable and Animal Oils, and Fats.



What are Headline and Core Inflation?

» Headline inflation refers to the change in value of all goods in the basket.
» Core inflation excludes food and fuel items from headline inflation.

e Since the prices of fuel and food items tend to fluctuate and create ‘noise’ in inflation
computation, core inflation is less volatile than headline inflation.

» Headline inflation is more relevant for developing countries like India where fuel and food
items account for 30-40% of the basket.



*The Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries is

a permanent, intergovernmental organization established at the Baghdad Conference in 1960.
*Founding members: Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela.

*Member countries: Algeria, Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait, Libya, Nigernia,
Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Venezuela. Gabon rejoined the group in 2016.

*Secretariat: Vienna, Austria.

*Objective: To secure fair and stable prices for petroleum producers; an efficient, economic, and regular
supply of petroleum to consuming nations; and a fair return on capital to those investing in the industry.
It operates on the principle of unanimity, and one member, one vote.

Significance: 80% of the world’s proven crude oil reserves are located in the grouping Member

Countries.
* India sources about 70% of crude oil, 60% of its Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), and 30% of its
liquefied natural gas (LNG), and 45% of petroleum products demand from OPEC.

* As of April 2026, the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) has 12 member

countries. Following Angola's withdrawal, the members are Algeria, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon,
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Venezuela.



Andaman & Nicobar



Great Nicobar Island (GNI) Project?

*About: The GNI Project, conceived by NITI Aayog and launched in 2021, aims to build
an International Container Transshipment Terminal (ICTT), a greenfield international
airport, a township, and a gas—solar power plant.

« It is implemented by Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation
(ANIIDCO).

* The Andaman & Nicobar Islands serve as India’s first line of maritime defence and share sea
boundaries with Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia, and Bangladesh, giving India a vast exclusive
economic zone and continental shelf under United Nations Conference on the Laws of the Sea,
1982 (UNCLOS).



Great Nicobar Island

*The Andaman and Nicobar Islands comprise 836 islands, divided by the Ten Degree Channel into
the Andamans (north) and Nicobars (south).

*Great Nicobar, the largest Nicobar island (910 sq km of rainforest). It hosts Indira Point, India’s
southernmost tip, just 90 nautical miles from Sumatra (Indonesia).

*Great Nicobar has two national parks, a biosphere reserve, small populations of the Shompen and
Nicobarese tribal peoples, and a few thousand non-tribal settlers.

*Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve was included in the list of Man and Biosphere (MAB) Program of
UNESCO in 2013.
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Andaman and Nicobar Islands were formed due to a collision between the Indian Plate and Burma Minor Plate

Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a southward extension of the Arakan Yoma range [Myanmar||Arakan Yoma in itself is
an extension of Purvanchal Hills|.

The Andaman islands are divided into three main islands i.e. North, Middle, and South.
Duncan passage separates Little Andaman from South Andaman.

The Great Andaman group of islands in the north is separated by the Ten Degree Channel from the Nicobar group in
the south.

The Grand Channel 1s between the Great Nicobar islands and the Sumatra islands of Indonesia.

The Coco Strait is between the North Andaman islands and the Coco Islands of Myanmar.

Port Blair, the capital of Andaman Nicobar Islands lies in the South Andaman.

Among the Nicobar islands, the Great Nicobar 1s the largest. It 1s the southernmost 1sland and 1s very close to Sumatra
island of Indonesia. The Car Nicobar 1s the northernmost.



The BARREN(Active) and NARCONDAM Islands, north of Port Blair, are volcanic islands.
Saddle peak (737 m) in North Andaman is the highest peak.
The entire region is vulnerable to earthquakes as 1t 1s in the major earthquake zone.

Andaman islands are home to the only known paleolithic people the Sentinelese. The Sentinelese are one of the last
humans on earth who remain untouched by modern civilization.

State Animal of Andaman is the dugong (sea mammal) really endemic to Indo-Pacific seacoast areas, especially to the
Andaman Islands. | Sea-cow 1s a herbivorous marine mammal].

Ritchie’s Archipelago

Ritchie’s Archipelago is a cluster of smaller islands which lie 20 km east of Great Andaman, the main island group of the
Andaman Islands.
Neil Island and Havelock Island is in Ritchie’s Archipelago.

Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep, Neil Island as Shaheed Dweep, and the Havelock
Island as Swaraj Dweep.

Ross Island is in the South Andaman region and 3km east of Port Blair.



*Negrito Tribes (Andaman Islands): Generally hunter-gatherers with distinct, 1solated cultures.

Sentinelese: Extremely 1solated on North Sentinel Island, rejecting outside contact.

.l[fii_ra\\ia: Inhabit South and Middle Andaman; maintain a, largely, traditional hunter-gatherer
1estyle.

Onkg_e: Reside in Little Andaman; one of India's oldest tribes, known for, recently, canoe-
making.

Gre?)t Andamanese: Once numerous, now settled on Strait Island with significantly reduced
numbers.

*Mongoloid Tribes (Nicobar Islands):

Shompen: Inhabit the interior of Great Nicobar, hunter-gatherers, and are classified as a PVTG.

Nicobarese: The most populous tribe; they are not a PVTG, largely settled and engaged in
horticulture and fishing.

PVTGs: The Great Andamanese, Jarawa, Onge, Sentinelese, and Shompen are designated as PVTGs.
NOTE - The Great Andamanese fought the British in the "Battle of Aberdeen” (1859).
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first-ever International Day of Women in Industry (IDWI) was celebrated globally on 21 April 2026.



United Nations




What is the United Nations (UN )?

The United Nations (UN) is the global intergovernmental organization established by the
signing of the UN Charter on 26 June 1945 with the stated purpose of

maintaining international peace and security, to develop friendly relations among states ,
to promote international cooperation.

The United Nations headquarters is located in New York City

Its activities include maintaining international peace and security, protecting human
rights, delivering humanitarian aid, promoting sustainable development and upholding
international law.

It is currently made up of 193 Member States.

The name "United Nations", coined by United States President Franklin D. Roosevelt.



Objectives of the UN:
1.To develop friendly relations among nations
2.To promote respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

3.To achieve international cooperation in solving economic, social, cultural, and
humanitarian problems.

4.To serve as a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations.



What are the events and factors that culminated in the creation of the UN and its
evolution ?

1920: The League of Nations was an international organisation founded on January 10,
1920, as a result of the Paris Peace Conference that ended World War 1.

1941: during World War 11, representatives from 26 countries signed the Atlantic
Charter, which called for the establishment of a post-war organization to promote
international cooperation and prevent future wars.

1945: the UN was founded after the signing of the UN Charter by 51 countries on June
26th. The headquarters of the UN is located in New York City.

The UN officially came into existence on October 24, 1945, after the ratification of the
UN Charter by the majority of its founding members.



1946: The first meeting of the UN General Assembly was held in London in January
1946. The Assembly is the main policymaking and representative body of the UN.

1948: the UN adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which outlines
fundamental human rights that should be protected around the world.

Till present: Over the years, the UN has grown to include 193 member states and has
played a key role in many global issues, including peacekeeping, humanitarian aid, and

human rights.



Organs of United Nations (UN) —

The United Nations (UN) has six principal organs. Five of them —
1.General Assembly,

2.5ecurity Council,

3.Economic and Social Council,

4. Trusteeship Council

S.Secretariat — are based at UN Headquarters in New York.

6.The sixth, the International Court of Justice, is located at The Hague in the Netherlands/

All the 6 were established in 1945 when the UN was founded.



General Assembly: -

The General Assembly is the main deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the UN.

All 193 Member States of the UN are represented in the General Assembly, making it the only UN body
with universal representation.

Each year, in September, the full UN membership meets in the General Assembly Hall in New York for
the annual General Assembly session, and general debate, which many heads of state attend and address.

Decisions on important questions, such as those on peace and security, admission of new members and
budgetary matters, require a two-thirds majority of the General Assembly.

Decisions on other questions are by simple majority.
The President of the General Assembly is elected each vear by assembly to serve a one-year term of office.

Current President - Philémon Yang



Security Council -

It has primary responsibility, under the UN Charter, for the maintenance of international peace and
security.

The Security Council is made up of fifteen member states , consisting of five permanent members — China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States—and ten non-permanent members elected for
two-year terms by the General Assembly on a regional basis.

“Veto power”refers to the power of the permanent member to veto (Reject) any resolution of the Security
Council.

The unconditional veto possessed by the five governments has been seen as the most undemocratic
character of the UN.

Critics also claim that veto power is the main cause for international inaction on war crimes and crimes
against humanity.

Supporters of the veto power regard it as a promoter of international stability.



Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) — President — Bob Rae

It is the principal body for coordination, policy review, policy dialogue and recommendations on economic,
social and environmental issues, as well as implementation of internationally agreed development goals.

It has 54 Members, elected by the General Assembly for overlapping three-yvear terms.

It is the United Nations’ central platform for reflection, debate, and innovative thinking on sustainable
development.

It coordinates the work of the 14 UN specialized agencies .

Specialized agencies
International labour Organization (ILO),Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
World Health Organization (WHO)
World Bank Group
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
World Tourism Organization (WTO)



Trusteeship Council -

It was established in 1945 by the UN Charter, under Chapter XIII.

Trust territory is a non-self-governing territory placed under an administrative authority by the
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations.

A League of Nations mandate was a legal status for certain territories transferred from the control of one
country to another following World War I, or the legal instruments that contained the internationally

agreed-upon terms for administering the territory on behalf of the League of Nations.

United Nations trust territories were the successors of the remaining League of Nations mandates, and
came into being when the League of Nations ceased to exist in 1946.

It had to provide international supervision for 11 Trust Territories that had been placed under the
administration of seven Member States, and ensure that adequate steps were taken to prepare the
Territories for self-government and independence.

By 1994, all Trust Territories had attained self-government or independence. The Trusteeship Council
suspended operation on 1 November 1994.



International Court of Justice ( 1CJ) —

The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. It was established in
June 1945 by the Charter of the United Nationsand began work in April 1946.

The ICJ is the successor of the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCI1J), which was established by
the League of Nations in 1920.

The seat of the Court is at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). Of the six principal organs of the
United Nations, it is the only one not located in New York (United States of America).

The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine vears by the United Nations
General Assembly and the Security Council.

Current President - Yuji Iwasawa



Secretariat

*The Secretariat comprises the Secretary-General and tens of thousands of international UN staff
members who carry out the day-to-day work of the UN as mandated by the General Assembly and the
Organization's other principal organs.

*The Secretary-General is chief administrative officer of the Organization, appointed by the General
Assembly on the recommendation of the Security Council for a five-year, renewable term.

*Secretary General — Antonio Guterres



UN’s Contribution —

1. Maintaining Peace and Security: By sending peacekeeping

2.

Promoting Development: UN Development Programme (UNDP) supports more than
4,800 projects to reduce poverty, World Bank provides developing countries with loans
and grants.

Fighting Hunger: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAQO) leads global
efforts to defeat hunger.

Tourism: The World Tourism Organization is the UN agency responsible for the
promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism.

Preserving Historic, Cultural, Architectural and Natural Sites: The UNESCO has
helped 137 countries to protect ancient monuments and historic, cultural and natural sites.

Human Rights - UN General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights in 1948.1t has helped to enact dozens of legally binding agreements on political,
civil, economic, social and cultural rights.



challenges and limitations of the UN -

1. Limited effectiveness: The UN has been criticized for its ineffectiveness in addressing
global issues such as climate change, poverty, and inequality.

2. Security Council Reforms.
3. Funding Challenges - It relies on funding from member states.

4. Inability to prevent some conflicts.






