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»The word ‘Sangam’ refers to the association of poets who flourished
under the royal patronage of the Pandya kings at Madurai.

» The poems composed by these poets are collectively known as
Sangam literature.

»The period in which these poems were composed is called the
Sangam Age.
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Hathigumpha Inscription of King
Karavela of Kalinga

Pugalur (near Karur) Inscription )
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Adichanallur, Arikamedu, Alagarmalai and Kllautalavu (all near
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CGINS)——‘ chieftains of Sangam Age as well as the
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LITERARY SOURCES

Tholkappiyam,

Ettuthogai (eight anthologies),

Pathupattu (ten idylls),

PathinanKeezhkanakku (a collection of eighteen poetic works),
Pattinapalai and

. Maduraikanii.

EPICS
* Silapathikaram and
* Manimegalai.
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FOREIGN NOTICES

The Periplus of the Erythrean Sea,
Pliny’s Natural History,

Ptolemy’s Geography,
Megasthenes’s Indica,

Rajavali,

Mahavamsa and

Dipavamsa
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( \
Went on a military expedition to

North India
3 >

- A
Brought stones from the Himalayas
for making the idol of Kannagi, an

Epic character from Silappathika rarﬁ

)

CHERA KING
SENGUTTUVAN

~

W unacademy

’

RULED OVERJ—

\

the central and north Travancore,
Cochin, south Malabar and Kongu
region of Tamil Nadu

\
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(\(SOURCEJ——E’athltrupathta
,\
Cherallrumporal Issued coins

In his name
y

A[CHERAS \
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[ He introduced pattini cultj\/
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He was the CheranSenguttuvan'’s

author of younger brother was

Silappathikaram IlangoAdigal
L o

Some Chera coins bear their
emblem of bow and arrow.
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\

extended upto Venkatam (Tlrupathl)
hills and the Kaveri Delta region was the—@u LED

Central Part

’,

He defeated the combined army of the
Cheras, Pandyas and the eleven Velir

N

chieftains who supported them at Venni, a

small village in the Thanjavur region.
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Their port Puhar attracted

merchants from various regions of the
Indian Ocean

The Pattinapaalai, a poetic
work in the Pathinenkeezhkanakku, gives

elaborate information of the trading

activity during the rule of Karikalan

g

Ve

Most Famous -

\ J
KarikalvValavan or
E—Ie converted forests into cultivable Iand%—/ Karikalan
N\
He built Kallanai across the river Kaveri to
develop agriculture
¥,

CHOLAS g
QLANCHETSEN Nﬂ
KOCENGAN NAN]
KILLIVALAVAN

PERUNARK]LL]
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4 i
Pandya country was well known for pearl
hunting
\ J
( Southern Tamil Nadu HRULED
Theyissued Many Coins j

éatronized Tamil Poets and Scholar

( A
Their coins have elephant on one side and fish

4 o

Several Names mentioned in e on another side )
Sangam Literature ﬂPANDYASJ
b . f Mudukudimi Peruvazhuthiissued coins :
"FHE defeated the combined arm; to commemorate his performance of many
of the Chera, Chola and five Velir—w g Vedic rituals )
Chieftains at Talayalanganam ] Most Popular Warrior i
) Nedunchezhiyan NEDIYON]
/ \. J

- J

He is praised as the lord of\\—/
Korkai NAN MARAN}
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TITLES BY MUVENDARS

CHERAN CHOLAN PANDIYAN
e Adhavan eSenni e Maran
e Kuttuvan e Sembiyan e Valuthi
e \Vanavan o Killi e Sezhiyan

e [rumporai e \alavan e Tennar
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MUVENDAR GARLAND PORT CAPITAL SYMBOLS
PALMYRA BOW AND
CHERAS FLOWER MUZIRI / TONDI | VANCHI / KARUR ARROW
URAIYUR /
CHOLAS FIG PUHAR PUHAR TIGER
PANDYAS MARGOSA KORKAI MADURAI TWO FISH

~ Sceptre (kol), drum (murasu) and white umbrella
' (venkudai) were used as the symbols of royal authority.
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MINOR CHIEFTAINS — AY, VELIR AND KIZHAR

—The name ‘Ay’ is derived from the ancient Tamil word ‘Ayar’
(meaning shepherd).

—>Among Ay chiefs of Sangam Age, Anthiran, Titiran and Nannan were
the important names.

—The Velirs—Vellalars— constituted the ruling and land-owning class in
the ancient Tamizhagam.

—The famous Velirs were the seven patrons (KadaiyezhuVallalgal).
They were Pari, Kari, Ori, Pegan, Ay, Adiyaman and Nalli.

—They were popular for their generous patronage of Tamil poets.
—Kizhar was the village chief



